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February, 2010

Dear Parishioners and Friends,
Greetings in Christ!

On Wednesday, February 2 we will celebrate the Presentation of our Lord in the Temple . This is when
the Elder Symeon received Christ and said the beautiful hymn which is said at the end of every Vespers
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On Sunday Feb. 7, we will celebrate Youth Sunday when our young people will practice the roles in
our Church that they will undertake as they grow up. The older children will teach Sunday School, different
classes will do the Our Father and the Creed. The children will chant parts of the Liturgy, and our Youth will
give the sermons and be ushers.

On Monday, February 7 our Metropolis is celebrating her patron Saint, Photios the Great, who was a
Patriarch of Constantinople, a great scholar, theologian and defender of the Faith. On this day brother clergy
from across the Diocese, as well as representatives of parish Philoptochos chapters, will converge at the
Diocese where we will celebrate Liturgy and meet with His Eminence Metropolitan Maximo s to discuss the
concerns of our Church.

On Sunday January 24 we began the threeweek period of time in the Church known as Triodion.
During this time our Church prepares us for the Lenten fast with the themes of humility, repentance, and
judgment. We also prepare by breaking in gradually to fasting. During the first week of the Triodion there is
no fasting, even on Wednesday and Friday. The second week is a normal week, and during the third week
dairy and fish products are allowed, even on Wednesday and Friday, but not meat. Triodion leads us to the
beginning of Lent on February 15th.

The main articles in this bulletin is Poetic words of Great Lent, and God of our Fathers, by By
Protopresbyter Thomas Bambini, We can return to our Father, by Katerina TsakiriSaint Nicholas Planas, by

Eleftheria Kleidoniari.

| pray that these articles will inspire us all to struggle spiritually for the glory of God and for our own
salvation.
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THEOLOGICAL ISSUES
We can return to our Father!

By Katerina Tsakiri

The germ of sin which is inherited from person to
person is the socalled original sin. Original sin is
not the guilt of Adam which is inherited by us

very beautiful image about the person of
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becomes smaller, is a type of man, who sometimes

also, but the sickness of human nature. This does good things and at other times sins, and then
sickness has a tendencywhich is manifested with with repentance returns to virtuous life. So, the
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as through the disobedience of one person the just as the body of the moon did not lessen, but

many ended up sinners, thus also through the just its light. So, man again obtains his brilliance
obedience of one just person the many shall end with re pentance, just like the moon with its
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with the sin of Adam all people inherited the sick
human nature and ended up tending towards sin,
thus also with the obedience of Christ all of us
people received the potential of inheriting life,
says the Apostle Paul. Sin darkens the mind of
man, deceives the thought, ravages our freedom. It
corrupts human nobility, causes confusion of our
spiritual powers, is deceptive, does not respond to
reality, is a deception, is a false condition which
leads to perdition. It is a fearful tyrant of man
which makes him do fearful things. It is a pit of
our soul. It is spiritual darkness. Sin is an
oppressing of man. It is an invention of the devil.
It is in its later forms egotism, pride, lying,
fornication, the lack of love, it is our opposition to
God. Basi the Great says that it is the illness of our
soul. According to Saint Gregory the Theologian it
is an abomination and abhorrence. Sin is missing
the mark in using our freedom. It cultivates an

The cure of sin in the first stage is for us to
recognize that we have become its slaves. Only
whoever recognizes that he is sick can be cured.
Then let us try to learn which are our sins and
when they occurred. Our sins have another
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were ignorant of His law, and another weightiness
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commandments. The knowledge or ignorance of
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or our condemnation. Then comes repentance. It
does not suffice for you to confess your sins, it
does not suffice for you to see which are your sins.
You also ought to repent, to cry and to change
your life.

Then we need to confess to our Spiritual
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have. Our sins are many, but the mercy of God is
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mercy can bridge. Our sin is the casting aside of
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our endurance, but we worship the true God and
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not mean that God has abandoned us, but that we
are not in a position to accept His love. In the

remission of sins is life and resurrection. It is this
fact which makes us persons, since a person is a
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baptism. It wipes out even the greatest sins and should take refuge, where food, Ilife and

grants man freedom and comfort. Repentance is a resurrection for everyone exists. So he begins

gift of God to man. It is a second agreement which coming to himself, doing a self critique. With one

we form with God, to begin life without having word the son repents and his repentance becomes
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greatest problem is sin. If we are freed from it, from physical and spiritual death to physical and

then we became really free. Beloved readers, the spiritual life.

parable of the Prodigal Son is familiar to us all and And the prodigal son takes the return road.
comprises the most wonderful essay of the way of 2%EUT T U2 wPbUwUT T wi PUUUwPOUEU
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authority and essentially denies his own existence, son again is garbed with the first garment, and he
since he is seeking the use of the portion which puts on the ring of adoption and the fatted calf is
shall correspond to him from the estate when his sacrificed. This action reveals also the
father would die. But this piece cut off from the eschatological dimension of salvation and
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cannot bear fruit. This piece, when we take it And Saint John Chrysostom mentions:
dynamically, arbitrarily, when and how we want ? EEOQWEOEWIT DU w &d e prddigaE O|) U u
it, does not lead us to life, but to despair and son, who after they departed from God cast off the
destruction. Sin, missing the mark, of the younger God-woven robe of incorruption with sin and he
son, is that being immature he reviled the put on the skin robe of corruption and mortality.
relationship of the child towards his father. So for The beloved one chased away the divine gift of the
this reason, without realizing it he leads himself to potential of theosis and preferred the prodigal life.
death. We know that all of life far from God is prodigal

Nevertheless his father gives the appointed and dead. However the Lord Jesus Christ came
xOUUPOOWO!I wUOTT wi UOEUT wi 1 wadd with UdiswinchrnativrO He) Qayvd) mdn | theE | | u
him with words. The matter is not for the father to capability of returning home, that is to
keep his son by force near him, but to give him the /| EUEEDUI 62
potential to create the presuppositions, so that he Brethren, the Triodion is the par -excellence
himself on his own will c ome to himself. period during which the believers are called to

w "TUPUUPEOzUw PT OO0I1 w <$pitual strughlesuin pafiicu@d viieuare called to

QAaUUPEEOCOCawbPhPUT wiOT T wEOOXI give birgdIGes 0O ithe &ddfle BaaidstUaviE dndi
EOQEwWOEOzUwbPOOWEDEwWPDPUIT w Uighting ayhiristGha gaBsioms xTheE Chrdh pladingu
"TUPUUzZUw OPi 1 6w ! U0w U1 B U utheé gaabie ob thd) Prédigal sén Unuthé FEiodiof, w
EOOx Ol Ul awOOwOESz Uwi Ul 1 w Bnarishdhizake Gamiliab to & EhBtiwe dll ead @tkrn U (|

Grace as a cdeague. And the prodigal son leaves. to the Father and to our sacred homeland, because
However his trial in the far away land revealed He is life, the validation of our dignity, the

precisely what he hid within him, what endurance refinding of our humaneness. So long as humility

he had, what remained untouched, in whom he ET EUUI OUWUUWEOGEwW&OEZ UwOI [JE A

Translated from Peiraike Ecclesia Magazine Feb. 2009 #201



Community news
PARISH NEWS / UPCO MING EVENTS

THE OATH OF OFFICE: will take place in Sunday February 7t after the D. Liturgy.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY on Sunday February 14" after liturgy .

THE 2010 PLEDGE CARDS have been handed out. If you have not received yours, please contact Debbie
Kotsatos at 610867-1327. A reminder that pledges for the year 20® are due. If you have not already done
so, please make every effort to complete your pledge so that we can close ou books. Many thanks to
everyone who has already sent in their 2009 pledge cards. Your support helps the mission of our local
Church, the Metropolis and the Archdiocese.

COFFEEHOUR SPONSORS ARE N EEDED February 14 February 21 February 28 arch 21 March 28.
/ O1 EUTl wWEEOOwWUT T w21 EUI UEVUawbi wadUz Ul wbOUI Ul UUT EwPOwUXx HOU
ADULT EDUCATION
PARACLESIS every Thursday at 6:00 pm.
BIBLE STUDY : On the Importance of the Ten Commandments for every day life on Thursday nigh ts, led by Kosta
Zalalas .
BIBLE STUDY : on the Book of Peter on Monday nights, will resume January 4" at 7:00pm led by Fr. Nicholas
Palis.
BIBLE STUDY : in Greek on the Book of James on Monday nights led by Fr. Nicholas Kossis

SOCIAL M ATTERS AND SACRA MENTS

BAPTISM

CONGRATULATIONS ! To Mr and Mrs Justin Raade and Galateia Kazakia Raade for the baptism of their son Jacob
lakovos. Best wishes to Godparent Christina Kazakia, and grandparents lakovos and Maria Kazakia. Na sas Zisi!
And May God Bless him.

CONGRATULATIONS ! To Mr and Mrs Konstantinos and Magda Tantaros for the baptism of their son Vasilis -
Alexandros. Best wishes to Godparent George Psitos, and grandparents. Na sas Zisi!

ENGAGMENTS

Congratulations to Nicholas Kapsalis son of Mrs. Helen Kapsalis for his Engagement to Ellie-Elefteria daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Marina Koutsouras of Long Island NY. Best wishes and may God bless you with
love and happiness.

GREEK SCHOOL
Greek Independence Day Celebration Sun day March 27" after the Liturgy . Lunch will be
served.

GOYA BASKETBALL PRACTICE : Saturdays, from 12:00 to 2:00pm at the Sisters Convent, 395 Bridal Path Road in
Bethlehem. Please call Tom Haller at 484515-3555 with any questions.




Contemporary Saints
Saint Nicholas Planas

?Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see Deacon from 1879 and a priest from March 2,
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God is purity of heart. In a materialistic and very aroma of holiness. Married initially with Helen

busy age, in an anxious and unpeaceful world, Proveleggiou, from Kythera, he acquires John

with people who go around w ith masks and have and his wife reposes. Free now, he devotes
blunted senses and they daily are distancing himself to the worshipful Bridegroom of his soul.
themselves from their roots, the Orthodox He is infantlike in malice, as he advances in age.
Tradition, the appearance of people, who aim for Simple in manner, meek in behavior, honest in
holiness, is an encouraging point. These are the character, unsly in thoughts, wrathless in
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if he gains the whole world, and loses his soul? loving, joyo us and accessible, humble and
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(Math. 16: 26) and they focus their interest on the difficult to solve he faces at great length. He

heavenly goods and arduously toil for their effectively cures serious illnesses. He supports
acquisition. With simplicity and stability, with the weak.
fervor and zeal, with ardor and faith, they He brings back those deceived. He strengthens the
eternalize daily life and utilize time. They live strugglers. His practical speech and boundless love
transcendently and broadcast diachronic universally cover many multitudes of faithful in
messages. They are the strugglers of the earth the heart of Athens, in the Sacred Church of Saint
and the Saintsof Heaven. John the Hunter. Alexander Papadiamantis and
Nicholas Planasis a recent Saint and priest. A Alexander Moraitidis, his contemporaries, admire
simple and humble person, who left indelible him and imitate him. People have a living example
traces from his passage on the earth and shines and are glad. The Lord has a dedicated priest
brilliantly today in the firmament of Heaven. He ascetic and rejoice. He lives in miracles and does

is the simple priest of the Most High from Naxos. miracles. He glorifies God and is glorified back by
He is all poor in money, but all rich in talents. He God.

is unwise in knowledge of the world, but a wise On March 2, 1932, after 81 years of earthly
man in the knowledge of God. He is the slave of journey, he enters peacefully and victoriously into
the Lord, but genuinely free. His life coordinated the Heavenly Habitations to reap the unending
to the frequency of Heaven, unfolds genuinely. everlasting Light of the Presence of God. We
His thoughts impregnated with the memor y of admirers of his life honor him on March 2 and we
death are translated into action, that weigh seek his intercessions in order to also become his
eternally. He serves and is above the ground. He imitators. Nicholas Planas! One more

angelically liturgizes and ministers. For 52 years contemporary Saint, who was recently canonized.
and on a daily basis he offers worship to the Lord A genuine model of life for all of us.
and lives the partaking of the Holy Trinity. A

Eleftheria Kleidoniari, Educator



ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, November 1Q 20
1. OPENING PRAYER
Father Nicholas Palis lead the opening payer. Also Father Nicholas Palis shared spiritual thoughts about St.
Arsenios the Cappadocian and Father Paisios.
2.ROLL CALL & ACTIONS ON EXCUSES FOR ABSENCE
The following council members were present Dennis Pappas, Cosmo Valavanis, Kostas Hristofas, Bill Argeros,
Deb Colitas, John Kotsatos, Nick Kapsalis, Bobby Esketzis, George @ros, Dimitri Lousos and Steve Kandianis.
The following parish council members were absent: Irene Moukoulis, Manny Tatalias, John Zannakis and Ted
Evangelou.
3. READING OF THE MINUTES  Minutes from the October parish council meeting were read, and. reviewed,
The minutes as presented were accepted by Kosta Hristofas, seconded by Bill Argeros
4. RECEPTION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS
None.
5. STEWARDSHIP
Steve Kandianis spdke about Stewardship, specifically the new Archdiocese Stewardship Program, and Steve
*EOEPEODPUWUI xOUUI EwUOT EVUO wephAwWE wOl pw2 Ul PEUEUT Dxw" 000D |)UI
program was going to be slowly implemented into the parish; (3 ) we should make phone calls to parishioners in
the short term; (4) the kick-O1 | wi OUwWUOT 1 wdl pw2 Ul PEUEUT Pxwx UOT UEOQwbPD OO LEI
scheduled for Sunday, November 22, 2009 and will consist of passing out pledge cards to the entire parishand
also a luncheon after the liturgy; and (5) the offertory prayer (to be read by Father Palis over the pledge cards)
comes from the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil.
6. REPORT OF THE PRIEST
Father Nicholas Palis reported that: (1) Nathan, a missionary from Albania, would be coming to speak at the
church on Thursday, 11/19/09 at 7pm; (2) GOYA had asuccessful souvlaki sale; (3) GOYA was getting reading for
a Camp Nazareth weekend retreat; (4) GOYA has a successful board game night with a large turnout; (5) on
10/31/09 JOY and HOPE went to play mini-golf at Lucky Strokes; and (6) the Moms and Tots gettogether was
cancelled due to many children having flu -like symptoms.
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8. OLD BUSINESS
Went over the proposed 2010 Budget, Bill Argeros made a motion to approve the final budget with the
understanding that the Treasurer has the authority from council that in the case that insufficient funds are
available to meet 2010 expenses during the 2010 year, the Arafliocese Assessment payments will be postponed.
Second by Nick Kapsalis. The motion passed with votes as follows; 8 in favor, 2 opposed, 1 abstained.
9. NEW BUSINESS
Nick Kapsalis made a motion to fully disclose all individual Priest salary and benefit numbers during the
presentation to the General Assembly. Second by Dennis Pappas. Th motion passed with votes as follows; 9 in
favor, 3 opposed.
10. CLOSING PRAYER Motion to close by Kosta Hristofas, seconded by Bill Argeros Fr Nick Palis offered the
closing prayer.

PARISH PRESIDENT PRIEST SECRETARY

John Kotsatos A Fat her Ni chol as Pali s



February 2010

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY ‘ WEDNESD THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 8AM 3 4 5 6 8AM
Orthros/Liturgy Orthros/Liturgy
(Presentation of Christ 7 PM Orthodox Study (Saturday of Souls)
4:30PM Greek School in the Temple)
7:00 PM Bible Study 7:00 PM Bible Study 7 PM Great Vesgrs
(Fr. Kossis) (Fr. Palis)
7 Judgment Sunday 8 12:00pPM 9 10 8AM 11 12 13 8AM
7:45 AM Orthros Senior Citizens Orthros/Liturgy Orthros/Liturgy
9:00 AM D. Liturgy 7:00 PM Bible Study (St. Haralambos) 7 PM Orthodox Study (Saturday of Souls)
9:30 AM Sun. School 4:30 PM Greek School | (Fr. Palis)
7:00 PM Bible Study 7 PM Great Vespers
(Fr. Kossis)
14 Forgiveness Sun. 15 GREAT 16 17 18 19 20 8AMm
7:45 AM Orthros LENT BEGIN S 6 PM Presanctified Orthros/Liturgy
9:00 AM D. Liturgy 4:30 PM Greek Schéo 6 PM Great Compline & | 6 PM Presanctified 6 PM Great Compline Liturgy (Saturday of Souls)

9:30 AM Sun. School

6 PM Great Compline &
Canon

Canon

Liturgy

& Canon
7 PM Orthodox Study

7 PM Salutations

7 PM Great Vespers

21 Orthodoxy Sunday
7:45 AM Orthros

9:00 AM D. Liturgy
9:30 AM Sun. School
4:00 PM PanOrthodox

Vespers (St. Nicholas
N A Rridla Dath)

22

4:30 PM Greek School
6 PM Great Compline
7:00 PM Bible Study
(Fr. Kossis)

23

6 PM Great Compline

7:00 PM Oratorical Fest.

24

6 PM Presanctified
Liturgy

25

6 PM Great Compline
7 PM Orthodox Study

26
6 PM Presanctified
Liturgy

7 PM Salutations

27

7 PM Great Vespers

28 Gregory Palamas
7:45 AM Orthros

9:00 AM D. Liturgy
9:30 AM Sun. School
4:00 PM PanOrthodox
Vespers

Remember Divine Liturgy Starts at 9:00 a.m. And Sunday School at 10:30.
For Monthly and Weekly Bulletins: Sign upwatvw.stnichdas.org




Poetic words of Great Lent
By Protopresbyter Thomas Bambinis

Great Lent presents the naked truth about human
life. It does not suppress the tragedy of his fall. It
does not beautify his uglinesses. Nor, however,
does it leave the person by fate jailed in his vices. It
is a period ¢+ image of present age in which the
projection of voluntary pain prevails, so that the
harm from improper voluntary pleasures, may be
cured.

The Church in this period tries with the
food fast, but also with the word and the
compunctionate melody of her services, to
disengage our attention from material things, from

very poetically, but also the genuine content of the
fast.

In the first troparion of the ode, the
foundation is placed. It is the realization of falling
from the true life and the desire for salvation. The
poet, who undertakes to represent us with his
word, is not possessed by despair. He knows that
God is compassionate, He is not hard. It is God
who saves. Having this sense the poet can, and
with him we can also sincerely see our own self,
admit his wounds and allow us to be overcome
with the sense that up to now, our life was

finite pleasures, and to moor it to the person of prOEPT EOB w31 1 wOUOUDUUET w2 Ol
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ascetical turning to Christ and to the future goods only the Lord knows it, Who saves. The
is our returning to our genuine self. We find the I a00O0T UExT T UwbUDPUI Ubw?"' b uw!
reason of our existencein this. own fall now? What beginning can | make of my

The language of Church in Great Lent is salvation, who lived prodigally? O Com passionate
very poetic, simple and unaffected, but OO0l Owi OUWUTT wi EUOUUWPT PET w
UPOUOGUEOI OUUOGa whbUwbUw? E wE OUE Ollruhe Bdcand trapatiod teEmeanindJandE U x| w
JwPUwPUwWEWET OUEIT Etwmite OUE wU T EBheway & théJ@ithodox Christian fast is described
compunction-EOOWOEOPET wi UOOwWUT T wih a féwivdrdsd RingthCthe Dywnadgrapher reminds
difficult language f or the people of our age, as the UU0wUT EQwl O0VUa wOl wOT 1T wi EU0 w:

language of the Church is, for many people,
generally speaking. Some people consider it hard
and others incomprehensible.
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is timely for us to comment on certain poetic
words, that are contained in the compunctionate
book of the Triodion, which the Church uses
during this time for her services. We will focus
specifically on the troparia of the first ode of the
triodion canon, that is chanted or read in the
Matins of Clean Monday. This canon is a poem of

the canon of the Salutations. In this ode oftthe
dawning of the first day of the fast, the ethos of the
Orthodox Christian who is fasting, is described

joyous day because it is bringing salvation. He
wants to deliver us from the grumbling that the
deprivation of our beloved foods causes. Then he

we require vigilance , which we need for two
reasons. First, n order for us to exclude the entries
of the passions from our soul and second, in order

 OUwlUwl0OwWOUUOWOUUWODPOEUWULO
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saving day, the entrance of the fast, o soul be
TEAaPOT WEOUWOT | w+ OUES»
Through the meaning of this troparion we
should also see the remaining three troparia of the
ode. We first need to delay a little in its meaning.
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entries of the passions are the five bodily senses,
that nourish the common internal sense, the
imagination. So the imagination should, therefore,
cease controlling us. The senses of the body, if the
imagination does not control us, cannot harm us in
anything. Because one can see, hear and generally
feel everything with simplicity, without complex,
passionate thoughts. The whole evil is found in the
development of feelings and messages which we
accept from the outside world with the power of
the imagination. However, how can the entry of
images and various feelings of the imagination be

2EYI wOl w. w+OUE26w3T 1T wi ado0
teaches us to take refuge in the hope of God even
when sin tyrannically is sinking us into despair.
Despair, most of the time is connected with
our egotism and easily our getting offended. We
cannot tolerate our fall, not because we hate sin,
but because it pulverizes the idol of our own self.
For this reason it is very important for us to admit,
like the hymnographer in the fourth troparion of
OT 1T wOET ow?( wEOOOTI weOwl OUOE
opened the door to the passions, o easily

I REOUEI EOwUDPOET wlT PUWEOPEAUWERNDEDOEHEOWWY DWE L G0 @iwE OO]

in the border -BOwUT 1 w?® & diGux irdl Gnd
also of our senses and it seems inseparable from
our plans and our dispositions.

The entry of the passions through the
imagination is excluded, when we use it well.
When we fill it with good images and when we
load it with messages and feelings from the godly
inspired teachings and lives of the Saints. More
drastically, however, the entry of the passions is
excluded, when we accustom our mind to leave the
perceptible and imaginary images, all thoughts and

is the cause for my sin, neither can | see this sin in
EOOUT 1 U war nottédpébleun(judge anyone.

371 wbOxOUUEOUWUT DOT wbUwCl| E
without despair, since the Word of God, Christ, is

21 EUPOawUll EOOEDPODOT 2 6 w3 i UU
i a000T UExT T UOwxUOEITI I EwOCwU
oLord, save me by yourEOOXxEUUDOO2 du3 71 |
furthermore can we, wounded by the passions, see

the Virgin Mary as the Mother who gave birth to

the source of dispassion and ask from her to grab

us from the eternal fire, as the hymnographer

EOOwOI EODPOT UO uoedl Teét ® OT 2 wE U w Odsdphuasks her in the last troparion of he ode that

hymnographer very characteristically prompts the

Pl wEUI WEOOOI OUPOT wOOBS w? .|w3 |

UOUOOwW?$REOUET wlOT I wi 60UDI U thédownds bfidispasEidn U Rdd@edby thea B OT wE U

UT T w+OUEG 2 w
In the third troparion the cause of despair is

passions, O Maiden, heal and grab me away from
U1 wl Ul UGEOwWI PUT wi U1 UGEdOwWw

x Ul Ul O01 EOwbT PET wi BT T U0 wl YI OwUOT 1T wEai Lan?Witdits EoMpuncodaie
UT 1T w+OUE? 8 w( Uwbhbuli O wk ULBIUGmtehardand the poetic speech of its hymns,

us into the depth of despair. When we allow the
imagination and the all the gates of the passions
open, it raises up a storm in our soul and the sky of

indicates to us the way and the truth that leads us
to true Life. It indicates to us the way of living
UOT T UT T UwbpPUT w"T UPUUOWG 1|0 w/

OUUwWODOEWEEUOI OUOwWUT | woObT I BOGwWT 6wk i DEB WS w? UT 1 w
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God of our Fathers

By Protopresbyter FiThomas Bambinis

The atmosphere of Great Lent demands quiet, prayer and study. This, of course doesn't mean
that we have to become otherworldly. The quiet of Great Lent is not identified with inactivity. The
OPOPUEUPOOWOl wUUxIT Ul @idgnhbngssent@il of elieb Raimiub sigistiBeantt YaGe
negative content. They occur for time to be given to our own self for us to oversee our home better. It
is a necessity we have so that our dark areas are enlightened and so that our internal and extenal life
be smoothed out.
20wl0T T w?2i UUPUT UO? waUPT UwoOi w&UI EVUw+1 OUWEUUOEDPEUI
study so that our disposition for prayer is warmed up and not for us to simply learn some new
things. In this framework | think that the commentary of a scriptural text is timely, even if it is coming
to us from the depth of tgwentyu centuries. The divine inspiration of a text gives its work a
diachronic value. which we will now comment on. It may not have a direct relationship with the
events which make us be impatient these days, however it gives us the bases upon which we can
support our life today also. It gives us, especially, the capability of seeing behind the theater of the
absurd which is played in the international scene lately, man's tragedy who is departing from God,
EUUOWEOUOWUT 1 wPEawhbOwkT PET w?2T 1 wbUwxUUDI Bl E2> wi UOOwWUIT
The text which we will briefly comment on is the Epistle Reading which is read in the Sacred
Churches on the Sunday of Orthodoxy. It is an excerpt from the Epistle to the Hebrews of the Apostle
Paul which refers to Moses and the rightgeous ones of the Old Testament. We will especially
EOOOI OOUwOOWUT 1 wxT UEU]I w?2Eawi EPUT w, OUT Uw~> ETI EOODPOT wi U
daughter of Pharaoh, rather preferring to suffer hardship with the people of God rather than to have
EwUOl OxOUEOwI ONOa ool OUwoOi wubpO~2>d6w3i PUWET OPET woOi w, GUI U
true God, the God of his Fathers, for this reason the canmentary on this choice of Moses, in the
framework of ecclesiastical life, must be done based on the theology of our holy Fathers.
The God of our faith is not a God of the dead, He is the God of the living. He is the God of our
Fathers. Also, He is not anidea, a fleshless conception of thought or an idealization of human
longings. He is a Trinity of persons, who are contained in one another, in other words, the one person

OPYI UwPOwUT 1 wOUT T UOwPOWEwWOEOOI Uwb OE O OdthemattierinO1 wUOwU] |

Ol 2wmp) O3 whiKohwy AOw" T UPUUWUEPEwWUOwW/ T PODPx86 w- Owi UOEOwbP
the nature and the life of the Holy Trinity. It is outside our capabilities.

However this infinite and incomprehensible God was revealed to the world. He spoke to the
prophets as a fleshless Word. He conversed with the apostles, when the Logosthe Son of God
Ul EI1 DYl Ewi UOOwWUT T w/ EOCET T PEwl UOEOQwWOEUUUI wEOEWEIT EEOI
alteration of his Godhead. He is reveall EwBDOwUT 1T wi PUOOUa wOil wUOIT T w" T UUET Qw
ITTEUU2 OwbT OQW?EPEDPU? wPOwWUT T wUxxT UwUOOOwWOI wOT 1 PUwWODLO
inconceivable God, who was revealed to the prophets, the apostles and to our fathers, is the God d
our faith.
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Orthodoxy and heresy

Constantly in the life of the Church, but especially on the Sunday of Orthodoxy, we celebrate the
victory of the correct faith against all the heresies. The heresies were born in the area of the Church
from Christians who were bound to Judaism or to the biases of human wisdom. These Christians
hadn't tasted the personal relationship with God, for t his reason they made with their imagination
idols of God. Heresy is born in the area of the imagination. It cannot prosper in a mind which rejects
every imaginary image, every idol of God, which diverts him from his correct journey towards the

true God. HobP1 YT UwUT 1T wxUIl Ul UYEUDOOwWO! wUOT 1T wOUUIT wi EPUT WEPEWOC

history proved to be very violent. This violence was strengthened by secular aims which sometimes
were associated with the internal and external politics of the Eastern Roman Empire. It is known that
pious emperors strove for the formulation of the correct dogmas of faith, in ecumenical synods,
because they knew the very positive influence which the true faith had in human societies. It makes
them healthy. Others however saw the faith as a simple means to obtain secular aims, not knowing
that this must be associated with the revelation which the apostles and fathers received. For this
reason they could in order to achieve the salvation of certain eparchies of the empire, falsify the faith
(the Enotikon of Zeno) or to yield before the demands of heresy, in order to strengthen the military
defense of Constantinople. (Synod of FerraraFlorence).
The choice between the purity of the faith and political or national freedom is truly painful, when
such a dilemma is posed. However this type of dilemma is crafted and is posed by people who don't
understand the ecumenicity of the Church and the universality of the correct faith.
The Fathers of the Church never entered into such quanderies. They saw beyond the borders,
the tragedy which man experiences when he has mistaken viewpoints about God and lives cut
off from Him. They wanted to enlighten all the nations with the knowledge of God and to make them
joyful with the message of the resurrection.
Suffering along with the people
At this point we must say that the Fathers of the Church, following Moses' model, chos T w? U O w
UUI T T UWEOCOOT wbDUT wlOT T wxl OxO0l wOi w&OEWUEUT 1 UwlT EOQwUO
&OE2 WEUI wOOUwUPOxOawli 1 wEExUP&T EQWEUUWUOT T awbkpT OwOEU

PT PET wOIl T awkPl Ul WEEx UD &R EBW3H 0Uwex® w0 wp®@Wo H iUl T wE

With this people the fathers of the Church chose, as its genuine shepherds, to suffer together with
them. Ecclesiastical history, furthermore informs us that some of them, like the righteous ones of the

OldTeUUEOI OUw?UI EIl BYI Ewl Bx1 UDPI OEl wOi wOOEOI UPI UWEOE WP

%O0UUT 1T UOOUI wUOOT woOl wUT 1 Ow?EPI EwOUUET Ul EwEawUl 1 wupo
of the sacred icons or for the integrity of the two natures, the two wil Is and the two energies of Christ.

They knew that everything, which does not have the true faith as a foundation, is in the area of sin. It

is a mortal work, which binds man to the present age. For this reason, as the faith of these Fathers
2UUxxQOUUDBUUUUW? OWEUUWEOUOWUUxxOUUUwWUT T wxl UUOOEOWO
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St. Nicholas
Academy -

Fabruary 2010

February News

February Fun
We welcome February with many fun activities
and new ideas in all of our classrooms. We will
also begin enrollment for the 2010-2011 school
year. The Gertrude Hawk candy sale has begun,
we are getting ready for the golf tournament
and the serip gift card fundraiser is still going
on. The Academy teachers are also in the
process of scheduling some field trips for the
spring. As you can see there are many things
keeping us busy this month!

The 2 year old class will be learning about
Moses and doing some keeping warm activities.
Our Preschool classes will be learning about
some new letters, and have some St.
Valentine's Day and Chocolate fun. The
extended care will be keeping busy with Kids
concoctions. The kindergarten class will be
learning about time and the letters U and B as
well as celebrating 5t. Valentine's Day!

Enrollment/Movie Night

This month we are getting ready for 2010-2011
enrollment. We will be having a movie night on
February 5, 2010 in the upstairs hall, at
6:00pm. We welcome all families to join us for
the movie "Cloudy with A Chance of Meatballs".
There will be enroliment information available
that evening for anyone interested. Please be
sure to spread the word about our academy or
call if you have interest or questions regarding
our programs. Call 610 867-1530 ask for Mrs.
Saemmer,

Scrip fundraiser

Our scrip program will continue this month and
through the year. It is a gift card program in
which we receive a percentage of each gift card
we sell. These can be for gifts or just for your
everyday shopping. The information has been
sent horme for you to review. Orders will be taken
each Tuesday and you should receive them by
that Friday (possibly even Thursday). If you have
questions please feel free to ask us.

Other Fundraisers

So far our fundraisers have been going great! We
appreciate all the help from the parents and Church
members. We are planning several other fundraisers
for the winter and spring. Our Candy sale has begun!
We are selling Gertrude Hawk candy until February
22. Catalogs are available from Mrs. Saemmer or Niki
Hahalis. Our St. Nicholas Academy Golf tournament
is May 8, 2010 at Green Pond Golf Club, more
information will follow soon.
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This Week's Assignments

This week in Science we will be studying
animals, including dinosaurs and pets, as
well as astronomy. Children will be required
to complete an in-depth science report on
the animal of their choice by next
Wednesday morning. Our trip to the zoo on
Thursday may inspire some creative
choices!

We will also work on geometry problems in
Math homewark. In Social Studies, we will
read a book about the culture of the Inuit

people, who used to be called Eskimos.

Reminders to Students

« Bring money for field trip lunch

« Bring umbrella in case it rains

« Think of a costume for Friday's
assembly

Reminders to Parents

Your child will need the

following supplies this year:

. backpack

. 3 spiral notebooks
. 1 box of pencils

. erasers

. rulers

. compass

~N oo O A W M=

. lunch box

This Week's Highlights

Monday

Today we are learning about dinosaurs.
Tuesday

Today we are learning about pets.
Wednesday

Today we are learning about the solar
system.

Thursday

Today we are going on a field trip to the
zoo.

Friday

Today we have a special guest from the fire

Upcoming Events

Classroom Open House

Tuesday, September 6, 7:30 P.M.
Ice Cream Social with the Faculty
Friday, September 9, 5 P.M.

School Assembly

This week's school assembly is on
storybook characters. Children may dress
up like a character on Thursday. (You
might want to bring a change of clathes for
the rest of the day.) Costumes can be as
simple as a hat or a small picture of your
character pinned to your shirt. Have fun.

Thank You Students!
Special thanks are due the following students:

Jay Adams for volunteering to clean up after
the fall open house.

Kari Hensien for donating her checkers set to
recess.

Alan Shen for baking us his grandmother's
chocolate chip cookies last week.

Thank you also to Ms. Brown for bringing in
the travel posters to decorate for open house.
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