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A note from father Nicholas

January 2012

Dear Parishioners and Friends,
Greetings in Christ!

In January we have many important feasts. On January 1st we celebrate the
Circumcision of our Lord and the feast of St. Basil the Great with the Liturgy of St. Basil which
is celebrated 10 times a year. The Circumcision of our Lord proves that Christ is God who took
on human nature, becoming a Godman, and not just a spirit or an angel, as some ancient and
contemporary heretical groups claim . In the evening on Dec. 3¥ at 7 PM we have the Vespers
i OUwWOT T WEEOYT wil EVUOwWI 66606pPI EwEawbOUUw-1 Pw8l EUZUWSY
prayer service and cut the Vasilopitta. Try and come to the services on the Eve and Day of New
8 1 E U z aiuhe gear dght.

On January 5" and 6" we have the Feast of Theophany, when our Lord was baptized
and all three persons of the Trinity manifested themselves. On this feast the Great Holy Water
service is performed and the priests proceed to bless homes and businesses with the holy water.
Two of the articles in this bulletin talk about St. John the Baptist The Angel of the Desert, by
"DUWGUEET wOT T w! DUT Ox wOi w/ T EOEWDOH &2 OOy EIVLEOV E OO
Eminence the Metropolitan of New Smyrne, Sir Symeon and are translated from the Peiraike
Ecclesia magazine.

On January 17 we celebrate the feast of Saint Anthony the Great, the father of
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Anthony the Great also translated from Peiraike Ecclesia magazine.

On January 30" we celebrate the patron Saints of Greek Letters Saints: Jin Chrysostom,
Gregory the Theologian and Basil the Great. On Sunday January 29 following Church our
Greek School will have a special presentation in the Cambanes Hall in honor of these 3 Saints.

We also have several articles which are of ageneralnatW 1 6 w? 317 1T w, | OOUPEOU~» wE
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by Paul Evdokimov taken from Peiraike Ecclesia magazine.
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so that this coming year we will live more spiritually, sho wing the fruits of the Spirit in our life.

With much love,

In Christ, N
AFt NichoRalis



Our Great Father Anthony

St. Nicodemus the Haghiorite

This Great Father of ours Anthony was
from Egypt, that is Mysiri, taught the faith of
Christ by his father and mother. While he
flourished in the years
of Diocletian and
Maximian and
reached up to the
years of Constantine,
the pious great King
in the year 318. So
because he gave
himself to the ascetic
life, he so much
surpassed everyone of
the ascetics and
monastic Saints, that
he became to all the
later ones an example
and model of askesis.
And the strange thing
is, that first he, or
together with very
few ones, he became
the leader of this
supernatural angelic

lifestyle and almost alone reached to the utmost

boundary of this lifestyle, as his extensive Life
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opportunity to narrate those things, which are
famed among the many about this great
Anthony. Whil e it is so necessary for us to say,
that this great Father while still wearing the
mortal body, was grabbed up outside of the
body, and saw the elevations of souls, when
they were coming out of the bodies of people.
And that some souls of people were ascertding
higher than the demons, who were seeking to

catch them. While others, were grabbed by
them o woe! And were being lowered to a very
deep chasm. Whereas this is of course a quality
only of the noetic and

the bodily nature. While
having lived 105 years,
he departed to the Lord
in the year 366. While his
Synaxis and feast is
performed in the most
holy Great Church. His
extensive life was
authored and sent to the
monks of Egypt by
Athanasius the Great of
Alexandria in Greek,

pi OUI wel 1 DOODOI
yourselves up a good
EOOx1 UPUDOO? 6 w6
from the Greek it was
translated into a more
simple language and is
found in the Paradise.
See also his praise in the
Trumpet. We note here a
wondrous praise of this Great Anthony, which

is written in the Evergetinos, book 4, matter 4.
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God to see the reposed Venerable Fathers. And
he saw them aside only from Abba Anthony. In
which case he told the angel, who was showing
him the Fathers. Where is Abba Anthony?

While the Angel tol d him, that Anthony is

found in that place, where God is. Now why

was Anthony granted such glory above the

other Fathers? Because he also loved God more
than they. For the venerable Ammoun the



Nitriote went to this Abba Anthony and told
him. | do more ascesis than you. And how was
your name magnified among people more than
my own? Anthony answered. Because | love
God more than you. In which case the ever
memorable one used to also say it. | no longer
fear God, but I love him. For perfect love casts

which occurred in January, went to t he desert,
and there fasted for forty days. While during
the week of Palms they would again gather in
their Monasteries. And on Palm Sunday they
had to all be gathered together. So for this
reason also in the troparia of this week of the
Palms, these wordsare often mentioned,

fearouU? d w! UUWEOUOuW inviting the

Abba Sisoes who monastic

dwells in the saints, thus.

mountain of 2371 OUT wbOw

Anthony the Great, deserts and

responded to the mountains
brother who spoke. and caves,
#PEOz Owa oy come gather
father to the together with
measures of us bearing
Anthony? To these palms, to

greet the King
EOQOEw, EU0I U

things | say, Sisoes
answered. For if |

had one of the (on Friday).
thoughts of Likewise also
Anthony, | would the first
become all fire troparion of
(page 283 of Palm Sunday

mentions this
Gathering of

the Fathers

saying:
2UOEEawOl 1
grace of the

Evergetinos).
Anthony surpassed
the other ascetics
SO much.

And this we note
also, that the
ancient venerable fathers who were in the
monasteries, as soon as they would finish the
feast of Anthony the Great, they would depart
from their Monasteries and go to the deserts
and mountains and caves. And there they
would stay until the week of the Palms, in
imitation of Anthony the Great, while rather, in
imitation of the Lord, who after the Baptism
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blessed fathers were carrying the cross of the

Lord on their shoulders through the ascetical

struggles, and the afflictions of the monastic

lifestyle. While only St. Savva would remain

until the feast of his elder St. Eythymios would
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Community news
PARISH NEWS / UPCO MING EVENTS

ICONOGRAPHY: S AINT NEKTARIOS CHAPEL Please visit and admire the magnificent iconography that a
part of it was again completed! Anyone wishing to sponsor an icon in the chapel, there are several icons still
available. Holy Zoni, St. Helen, St. Paraskevi, St.Ypomone, StMatthew, St. Mark, The 12 Apostles: St. Peter,
St. Andrew the First Called, St. James the Lesser, St. John the Theologian, St. Bartholomew, St. Philip, St.
Thaddeus, St. Simon, and St. Matthias, 6 Prophets, Archangel Gabriel, Hierarchs: St. John Chrysosin, St.
Gregory the Theologian, St. Cyril of Alexandria. 2 Deacons. Circular Icons of your choice, Byzantine Curtain
Design. For any questions please see Fr. Nick. Palis.

ORTHODOX BYZANTINE M USIC Thursday, at 7:30 PM in the church Library with Dr. Vasilo poulos. Everyone is
Welcome!!!

Book GROUP M ETAMORPHOSIS Every other Wensday at 7:00pm in the church library. Please join us for a
fellowship and discussion! The ministry is open to all ages all are welcome!. For any questions please call the
church office.

SENIOR CITIZENS will meet on Monday January 9t 2012 at 12:00 in our Church hall. All senior citizens
members are welcome to the luncheon

SOCIAL MATTERS AND SACRAMENTS

BAPTISMS

CONGRATULATIONS : To Mr. and Mrs. Scott and Maria Moutafi - Fenstermacher forthe Baptism of their son
John. Best wishes to Godparents Mr. and Mrs. Tony and Lori Katrakazis

DEPARTURES

OUR CONDOLENCES to the families of Mosha Bays, Harilaos Zervos and Cornelio Remache who reposed to the
Lord. Their funerals were held last week. May their memory be eternal.

OUR CONDOLENCES to the family of Nicholas Bousoulas who reposed to the Lord. The funeral was held on
Wendnsday December 17 . May his memory be eternal

OUR CONDOLENCES to the_family of Mary Ginople who reposed recently. He r funeral was held on Tuesday,
Dec. 20". May her memory be eternal

OUR CONDOLENCES : UOwb Di I wEOEwI EOPOa wOl w" T EUPOEOUW?2w' EVUUa~> wol |
God rest his soul and grant comfort to his family

ANNOUNCEMENTS :

ST. NICHOLAS ACADEMY HAS OPENINGS _available beginning in January. If you are interested in enrolling your
child in our 2, 3, or 4 year old classes or our full day kindergarten and kindergarten prep classes, contact Mrs.
Hrousis at 610.867.1530.

CorreeHOUR: 6 O O 7z U w asitldy spBn€ofing a coffee hour? It would be wonderful to honor someone on his
or her birthday, name day, or anniversary. You may sponsor the coffee hour alone or with family and friends.
Please contact the church office at (616867-1327) to make

arrangements.

GOYA NEWS PLEASE MAR K YOUR CALENDAR :

GOYA on February 5 2012 will sponsor the Coffee Hour and hoagie sale after Divine Liturgy in our Church Hall.

GREEK BOOKS & WALL & POCKET CALENDARS FOR SALE FROM THE MONASTERY O F SAINT PARASKEVI ,
RODOLEIV 0S, SERRES GREECE. This 12th century Monastery runs an orphanage to help heal children from
Zaire and Georgia who have suffered injuries from wars. The proceeds from the books, calendars, CDs sold,
help the nuns pay for the cost of running the orphanage.

GREEK BOOKS & CDZ5 BY PRESVYTERA KALY PSO DEMETRIADES , Who visited our parish, are for sale. The proceeds from these,

We will have a tabl e in the hall on Sundays or they are available at the Church Office, any time.
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The Memorials

Archim. Maximos Panayiotou

Faith in life after death t+and in the future general judgment from very early on led the Church to the
establishment of special services, the memorials, for the repose of those asleepl’he very loving
prayer of the people of God has great beseeching strength for the salvation of the deceased brother.
The dead person finds comfort also with the forgiveness he receives from his fellow living
EOOxEUUPOUUWEOEwWUI OE EARukIT WaIWHDIwbU 16wl EIUd@ 0Wud 1ERDEDU Duubd
with those around him in his social relationships. In many places at the end of the memorial the
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Christians aside from prayers in olden ti mes offered charities and meals for the dead. Whoever
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the poor for the comfort of the benefactor deceased person, are heard by the compassiofloving God.
A remnant of these meals are also the little bread rolls and the kolliva of our age. We pray for the
El EEWEUODOT w&OEWUOWET wol OPOOWOOwP BWUWNOET UD6 D OWE
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at the end of their lives.
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who repented on the one hand is improved in his joyous conditi on, while the unrepentant one is
comforted from the agony and grief.
In the Old Testament we have sacrificial offerings for the expiation of the sins of forbears (2 Maccabee
12,3645). We also have prayer for the reposed in the New Testament (2 Tim. 1,18)The testimonies of
memorials in the Sacred Tradition are very many (Apostolic Injunctions, Cyprian, Saint, Tertu lian,
2EDOUw UT UUUDOT wUT 1T w2EEUI Ew OEUOUI Owl UEGABw OUI EE
nine day and the forty day memorials. The three -day memorial occurs three days after the death,
analogous to the three-day burial and Resurrection of Christ. The nine day memorial is done, because
those living pray that the deceased be numbered with the nine ranks of angels in Paradise. The forty
day memorial is held forty days after the death, analogous with the Ascension of Christ, which took
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place forty days after His Resurrection. Aside from these a basic memorial is also the annual one.

Many Christians do a forty day liturgy immediately after the death of their relative and strive each

year, especially during the Christmas fast, to give the names of all their deceased relatives to be
commemorated in a forty day liturgy. The Church has also established two general memorials the

two Saturday of Souls before Meatfare and before Pentecost. On the first because on the following

day we read the Gospel of Judgement, all Orthodox dead Christians are remembered. With the

general commemoration are included Christians who, due to drowning in the sea or being lost in

' 00a w2 xPDUDUOWEUPET wi UOOwWUT 1T w" T UPDUUDEOUOwWRT O YI Uwt
died with godly piety, are also commemorated. Obviously the Church turns her interest and love to

all those who were illumined with the Holy Spirit befo re Christ (spermatic word). The Memorial is

done at the end of the special Divine Liturgy for the dead person, because the main benefit is offered

during his commemoration at the Proskomede and in the Divine Liturgy. The reposed are

commemorated in the Div ine Liturgy in the ektenia petition, in the prayer after the sanctification of

the Precious Gifts and in the collection of the Precious Gifts before Divine Communion. In the

here by thy holy blood." The memorials express the unity of the Church militant with the triumphant

one, inspires the faith that the dead did not disappear and that the love for them continues after

death also. The relatives in despairfrom the loss of their beloved one, strive to help him in his

journey in the spiritual world. The memory of death from the memorials teaches each believer that

this life is temporal and brief and urges him in the spiritual struggle.

611 Owbl Wl ECUawl DWPOEO® wbi wEUI wOOUwxUEaAaDPOT wUT EUw
the memory of people, but that he enter into Paradise and live eternally near God. This expression
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memory of people. Furthermore the fourth generation from our forbears and back are unknown to

us.

31T wOOOOPYEWEOOZ UwE 00 x U b énuotthe Mentotial ThE Charanfpladddtiizm i O U
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fall in the ground and die, then it remains alone. If however it dies, then it will bear much fruit ' (Jn.

12, 24). With these words Christ meant, that just as the wheat with its death, its melting in the dirt

produces a new fruitbearing plant, thus he himself also with His death will bring new life to

humanity. In the same way the death of each believer will lead him to a new and higher life near the

eternal God. The love of those living for the deceased and their repentance and charities for them

beneficially affect them, as happens with prayers for our fellow men. God knows how this happens.
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 15, 201IMEETING MINUTES

OPENING PRAYER & SPIRITUAL THOUGHTS
Opening Prayer given by Father Nicholas Palis
Father Palis stated that we celebrate Saint Herman of Alaska today, who was the first Saint on American
soil.
REPORT OF PRIEST (given by Father Palis)
Father Palis reported that there are some issues with the microphone that need to be looked at.
The Altar boys are requesting shelves above where the baptismal font is stored.
JOY: There was a get together with about fifteen (15) kids and they made prayer cards. The next
gathering is on December 4" and they will be making Jared boxes for children that are hospitalized.
GOYA : This past Sunday there was a game night that was well attended. This weekend three (3) kids
will be going to Camp for the GOYA retreat. There will be a bake sale on December 18",
Father Palis reported that our New Metropolitan is being installed on Decembe r 8" and 9" and they are
requesting two (2) representatives from our Parish to attend. They are also requesting donations to help
defray the costs of the event.
Father Palis reported that Niki Hahalis gave him a list of children interested in volunteeri ng for the
Altar and that they will sit down and organize groups.
ROLL CALL & ACTIONS ON EXCUSES FOR ABSENCE
Absent: Michael Zumas, John Zannakis, Ted Evangelou, and Bill Argeros.
Present. Cosmo Valavanis, George Glaros, Valante Fliakos, Georg Mouhlas, Kosta Hristofas, Manny
Tatalias, Manny Economedes, Demetri Lousos, Dimitri Bozikis, Joel Garcia, and George Nassif.
RECEPTION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS
- None.
MEETING MINUTES
Meeting Minutes from October 18, 2011 taken by Valante Fliakos: George Glaros made a motion to
approve the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Manny Economedes. The motion
passed unanimously.
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
Treasurer George Mouhlas reported that as of November 15, 2011 that 2010 Stewardship dtected
totaled: $227,192.00. As of November 15, 2011, 2011 Stewardship collected totaled: $161,594.00.
31%$ 241%$1z2wls$/ .13
Treasurer George Mouhlas reported that the total income for October 2011 totaled: $37,080.94.
Additionally, George Mouhlas report ed that the expenses for October 2011 totaled: $54,534.55. Net
report. The motion was seconded by Manny Tatalias. The motion passed unanimously.
SPECIAL REPORTS/OLD BUSINESS
Demetri Herron was present and reported to the Council on the issues with the Cemetery. We need to
get the following points in writing from the Cemetery Management Company: we have a verbal
agreement that plots at the Cemetery mst $995.00 (current rate is $1295); that the Cemetery would be
responsible for replacing the bronze vases that were stolen from certain graves; and that the Cemetery
would replace the trees that were cut down when the Shopping Center was being built with
better/bigger trees.
Cosmo Valavanis reported that a simple directory for this year without pictures is being finalized.

7



- Cosmo Valavanis stated that three (3) bids have been procured for the addition of security cameras and
they would be presented at the December Parish Council meeting.

- Joel Garcia reported that someone will be coming to look at installing the television in the Chapel.

- George Glaros reported that Bill Argeros looked into getting a professional company for Church
cleaning but that it will b e too expensive for it to be feasible.

9.NEW BUSINESS

- Cosmo Valavanis reported that the General Assembly will be held on Sunday, November 20, 2011.

- George Mouhlas went over the Proposed Budget for 2012. Manny Economedes made a Motion to
Approve the Propo sed Budget for 2012. The motion was seconded by Dimitri Bozikis. The motion
passed unanimously.

- George Mouhlas made a Motion to pay the balance owed on the 2011 Archdiocese Assessment. The
motion was seconded by Manny Economedes. The motion passed unanmously.

- Cosmo Valavanis reported that the St. Nicholas Luncheon will take place on December 11" and that
Manny Tatalias and Ted Evangelou would organize the meal.

- George Glaros reported that the Bethlehem Historic Partnership would like to showcase our Church to
our local community sometime in October 2012. The council was unanimous in allowing this project to
go forward.

- Cosmo Valavanis reported on the New Years Dance. Manny Economedes will contact the DJ about
music services. We will need to start advertising and the price will remain the same as last year, $25.00.

- Cosmo Valavanis reported that our December Parish Council meeting would be taking place at the Holy
Protection Monastery on December 20".

- Manny Economedes reported that the Hall Rentals are progressing.

- Manny Economedes reported that he will have a quote for the column installation by the end of the
week.

- Manny Economedes reported that the next Stewardship meeting will be on December 3 at 9:30 a.m.

- Cosmo Valavanis reported that they are getting ready to bid out the boiler project.

- "OUOOWSEOCEYEOPUWUI xOUUI EwUOTl EQwUT T wi 66060PHOT w/ EUDUI
of the year: Cosmo Valavanis, George Glaros, Manny Tatalias, Demetri Lousos, and John Zannakis.

- Motion to A djourn by Valante Fliakos; seconded by Kosta Hristofas. Motion passes unanimously.
Father Palis gives closing prayer.
The president The Priest The Secretary

Kosmas Val avani s



The Angel of the Desert

By His Grace the Bishop of Phanariou Sir Agathangelos

From very early on it has preaching and not to pat their ears.
been appointed that we T ~ His preaching, a preachind o
celebrate the Synaxis of the : .~ . repentance, aimed at the realizatio

Prophet, Forerunner and | “
Baptist on the day after Holy =
Theophany for the reason ’
that he was granted to

baptize Jesus Christ. The
Precious Forerunner was the
Matins which announced¢h
coming of the day of the

Lord. The Matins which
preceded the Dawning of the
Sun of righteousness. Thus
one hymn of Theophany
calls him AA v
the wilderness, prepare the

andconfessing of their guilt, of their
sins. nAnofJaealandt h e
the Jerusalertgs, were going
towards him, and everyone was
being baptized in the Jordan River
byhimconf essing thei
i witness, the voice of the Angel of

the cesert is thesame voice of the
} Church which helps man recognize
| in the person of Christ the Messiah
f in the dry and waterless desert of the
present worldOur Church calls us
to todaybés feast f
Afvoice of one shou

- &
¢

way of the Lordos The - “w&. desertéeo andepateor u
mouth of the ascetic is : Aithe way of the Lo
speaking. The charismatic desert can blossom which we are

man who was shown to be living in, called contemporary
Afgreater among t hose bor mocietyandeacmene af us c&tive itsteepenand h e
Forerunner preaches the message of the Gospel greatly powerful meaningwith hi s passi on
Christ in a forerunning way in the desert. The departing to the deserto.
Evangelist Mark reminds again of the prophetic alsocelebrate the event of the transferral to

words of Isaiahwhich of course refer tine great Constantinople of the precious Hand of St. John the
hermit of the Jordarlohn the Brerunner preaches, Forerunner, which took place in the following

with five [in Greek]very weighty words what a little manner: when the evangelist Luke, went to the city

lat er on Jesus wing, forthee a c h Sevastb ia Wwigh ¢he preeipus relic of theoFerunner
kingdom of the heavens h é&albeemmed\netdok from Hhe tembvhe rigits ar

few in number, but heavy in the pomef witness. hand of St. John and transferred it to Antioch.
The Angel of the desert prepares the coming of the  Through the right hand of the Forerunner many
Lord and preaches synoptically the dimensidns o miracles were happening in Antioch.

his delivering work. This forenning work of John It is said furthermore that during the feastloé#

is sanctified and validated by the Triune God in the  Elevation of the Preciousr@ss thebishop would
event of the baptism of the Lord. Jaine Baptist elevate also the precious Hand. At the time of the

was undoubtedly an ascet elevation sometimes it would stretch and at otherd |
gar ment out of camel 6s h timesitwould clach. With its stretching it declared o L

his waist, while his food was locusts and wild the fruitfulnes of crops, whereas with the otding
honeyo. This means t hat .itwoulddeclareindigencand poverty. So for this y
both a forerunner, but also the promiselbHaly reason many emperors of Byzantium desired to take
Ascetics of the Christian desert. It is very it and, mainly, Constantine and Romanos,
characteristic that the basic work of John was to Prophyrogennitos. So thus, during the period when
wake up the consciences of those hearing his these two served as emperors, a certain deacon of



the Church of t heb,denightavieh aceordidgstg therraditian the Qhdstians were

holding the service of the Holy Water, he grabbed the holy hand of the Forerunnenapdrteal it to
Constantinople. The the Christ loving Emperor afterdsing it with great respegilaced it in the Royal

palaces. The gathering of the believers, in remembrance of the event of the transferral of the precious hand o
Forerunner to Constantinople, was performed in the area of Forakiou (or Sforakiou).

The Voice of the Word

By His Eminence the Metropolitan of New Smyrne, Sir Symeon

Katavasies of Theophany Ode 6
The voice of the word the lantern of the light,
the bearer of dawn, the forerunner of the sun
in the desert, cries out to all the people, be ye repenting,
and cleanse yoursas first. For behold Christ is present, i
delivering the world from corruption. .”,
4 [ 4
The sacred Kosmas, in order to compose the present eirmos7_
takes refuge in the 39th homily of St. Gregory the Theologian .V?’"
fion the holy Lightsbo. UiThe h av e
lantern tells the Sun, the voice to the Word, the friend to the 7
Bri degroométhe one who ran ‘W;,"
who appeared shall appear c‘)*_
So arereported, inspired by the words of St. Gregory which = ‘5,, :
resound generation of the Gospellsghs the Baptist John with *
the voice, the lantern and the bearer of God. The voice is the
chariot which transports the articulate word. And John
becomes the voice which announces forth to the world the
coming of the enhypostatic Word of God. Preciselyg the
forerunner himself also proclaimed, when he was asked by th
messengers of the Jews frorn,
a voice of one crying otut i
23). The lantern accepts, lights out with the light and » ou.
subsequentlymjects illumination. Thus also the forerunner was bemg |nsp|red by the light of Chrlst and W|th
the illumination which his preaching was imparting, he was prrpairing people to receive Christ, who is the grea
and true light of the world. The nightinggleesannounces the dawning of the sun. And the Forerunner John
preannounces the coming of Christ, who like anotheii ghe noetic Sun of righteousnegawned to the world
from the womb of the Virgin Mary. The preaching of John in the wilderness of Judlaalothe multitude of
people who were coming to hear him was a preaching of repentance and returning to the living and true God.
With the baptism which he granted Ain water unto
purification of thepeople, in order to be prepared spiritually to receive the coming Messiah. And Christ with His
incarnate presence in the world and the perfect baptism which He would grant toip@dple wi | | bap:
the Holy Spirit and tthewr3dki thatherwouldofreestteem frooncarrapdod anfl M a
death and would show them forth as partakers of incorrupt and eternal life

‘368
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TUESDAY
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SATURDAY
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7 PM Great Vespers

1 2 3 4 5 6 THEOPHANY 7 '
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy | 4:30 PM Greek School 8:00 AM Orthro s/ 71 Nj Orthros 8AM Orthros 8AM Orthros/Liturgy
(St. Basil) Liturgy (St. Ephraim of 8 ANjGreat Hours 9 AM Liturgy (Synaxis of Forerunner)
’ i 9 ANj Vesperal Liturgy of | 10:30 AM Great Holy
N-Makr) St. Basil Water Blessi
- Bas! ater biessing 7 PM Great Vespers
10:30ANj Holy Water 7:00 PM Vespers P

8 7:45 AM Orthros 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:00” W#DYS w+E 12: 00 PM 8AM Orthro s/ Liturgy 6 PM Paraclesis
10:30 AM Sun. School Senior Citizens (St. Theodosios 7 PM Orthodox Study 11:30 AM Baptism

~ . Ceonobiarch) 7 PM Great Vespers
10K k urvassilopita 4:30 PM Greek School P

700 PM Rihle Stiidies

15 745 AMoOrthros | 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:007 w# DY 8 w+ £ No Greek School 8AM Orthros/ Litu rgy 8AM Orthros/Liturgy
10:30 AM Sun. School (Martin Luther King (St. Anthony) (St. Athanasios) 6 PM Paraclesis 7 PM Great Vespers
2:30 PM GOYA Day) 7 PM Orthodox Study
2 2 7:45 AM 23 24 25 26 27 28
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900 wWH#DYS w+ 4 430PM Greek School (St. Gregory 7 PM Orthodox Study 7 PM Great Vespers
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9:30 AM Sun. School
11:00 AM Three
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w# DY ¢

8AM Orthros/Liturgy
(Three Hierarchs)

4:30 PM GreekSchool
7:00 PM Bible Studies
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Egotism: permanent hell of man

by the Archimandritef the Ecumenicalhrone Macarius Griniezaki

For us to study the matter of hell and life after death, we must firstly, refer, to the existential unity

of man, who is comprised of body and soul, because thus we will understand the journey of the

soul after it is broken off from the body. According to John Damascenel, the body is that which

has length, width and d epth whereas the soul is the simple living essence, invisible to physical

eyes, which uses the body as an instrument and grants it life, increase, feeling and birth.

Nevertheless, both the body and soul have an unbreakable association between them and thei

energies are interlinked, since the body is led and controlled by the soul. For this to be

understood, we bring to mind the image of someone who was cut in a certain spot of his body. In

this case the soul hurts even though she herself is not cut, whichhappens precisely because there

is unity of the human and being2. The existential unity of man is not limited only to the

preservation of the balancet unity of body and soul. Orthodox Theology believes that there

cannot be talk of existence in and of itseO i Owb | PET wbPOOWEI wEUUOOOOOUUWE
existence of each one is placed in the social body of the Church on the one hand, and its

development is not based initially on any autonomous inherence, but in its behavior and

placement in a flowingatOOUx T T Ul wOi wOl OO6Ua wdUwi OUT T Uil UOOT UU wC
x OEET Ol OUwhPOwUI 1 wEDYDOI WEUOOUXT 1 UI 2t

So when the relationship of man and is broken off from the divine atmosphere, then it means that

there is a breakup of reality and, as a result, a breakupof the existential unity. This condition

creates a problem, it is a passion, since it is a fact that no function can be autonomized or prevail

to the detriment of another. So when man tries to autonomize some function of his being, then it
meansthathe UwUOUa DOl wUOOWEDPYPET wUT T wUOPUa wdi wEOEaAaOwWUOU
EPDYDPUDOOWEOOxUDPUDOT wlT I wi EBOUUIT wbUOUI O woOi wi UOGEOuU
introversion and egotism comprises the abhorrent hell.

Consequently, egotismandDUOOEUDOOWEU]l wx EUUDOOUOWET EEUUIT wx EUL
towards an atmosphere, which are not harmonized with the memory of God, they are outside the

leads him outside the divine atmosphere. This reality is described in a lively manner by St. Isaac

Ul T w2aUPEOOwPT OwOOUIT Uow?UT EQwkPT PET wOEEUUUWUOWUIT I
to the mind which has come out over the memory of God and is wandering in the memory of the
POUOE?t

Nevertheless, each unrepented passion leads to hell. So for this reason the Fathers of the Church,

speaking about the condition of hell, refer us precisely to the condition of egotism and isolation,

whichsets QU U wi UOOwUT T wx Ul Ul OUwODIi | wEOCEwWI RUT OEUVUwI YI Ouw

OOUT wUOT EVwW?R20T 1T wxl OxOl wOil wOI 1T w. OEw31 UUEOTI OUwOOU wi

yearst about life after death, understood it as a gift of God with a ma terial content and combined

PUwPDUT wOT T wl RUI OUPOOwWOI wEOOOUODPOOwWPDUT w' DOBG 2 A w#
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subsequent patristic tradition the viewpoint of life after death was clarified fully and helped the

fathers to speak of the continuation of the effects of sin after death. According to John Damascene,

0T T wxl OxOl wblT OwoOOOT wi OUWEOEOWET U UwlT 1 PUWET EUT U
Ul awul NOPEIT » W6 w. OwUT T wEOOUUEUawUT T wUbOOrigofuUOwb Ou
wickedness and sin, after death longing for sin are damned without any consolation, because they
EOOzUwl EYI wUOT T wOEUI UPEQwWOIl wUPOBwW3T T awOOUU0w?20T1T 1T wé
and are not able to sin, however their soul still conUBD OUT UwUOwWET UPUI wOOOawuUb O]
and not having the things of the desire as a judgment of fire they are burned up by desire10,11.

In the case of egotism the soul leads the body to full isolation. And the body becomes used to the
conditionof 2 OOUWEOOOUODPOT » 8 w3T T wUOUOWOOUDOT wlT | wWwEOEa W
OOUwi EYl wUOT PUwWPOUUUUOI OU0UwkT PET wpDOOwWI 1 Ox wubUwWUOWE
ripped up and cut into pieces. So whereas God will be present and wil | be offering Himself for

Communion, the soul will be indifferent towards Him, will ignore Him, will not see Him. The

sweet voice of God it will hear as a disgusting cry, reprehensible and piercing, because it will

anxiously be seeking its isolation, which is associated with its specific body.

220wl OUWUT PUwWUT EUOOWH#EOEUET Ol wOOUT UwUT EVwi 1 606whU
OO0O0T 1 Ewi OU~2hl w/ EVEEDPU] WEOEwWI 1 OOWEU]I wEwWOEUUI UDwoi
whoever longs for God rejoicetU WE OE wb T O1 YT UwOOOT Uwi OUwUPOwWPUWEE O
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Counsels for the ethos of people and the
virtuous life

St. Anthony the Great

People are called logical improperly. The people who
learned the words in the books of the sages are not logical,
but whoever has a logical soul and is able to distinguish
what is that good and what is evil. And so they avoid the
evil and soul-harming things, however they study seriously
the good and soul- benefiting things and do th em with great
gratitude to God. Only they truly should be called logical
people. The truly logical person has only one care, to obey
and be pleasing to God, the Lord of all, and in this alone to
exercise his soul, how to become pleasing to God, thanking
Him for His great and exceptional providence and the
governing of the whole world, no matter what his position is
in life. Because it is irrational, for us to be thanking the
doctors when they give us the bitter and disgusting

medicines for the sake of the health of our body,
however to be ungrateful to God for everything that
seems unpleasant to us and to not recognize that
everything occurs as it ought and for our advantage
according to His providence. Because this recognition
and faith in God is the salvation and perfection of the
soul.

Continence, revengelessness, chastity, forbearance,
patience and similar very great and virtuous powers
were given to us by God and are contrary and
oppose and help us in the evils which correspond to
them. If we exercise these powers and have them
always handy, then we think that nothing difficult or
grievous or unbearable occurs to us anymore.
Because we think that everything is human and the
virtues which we have, defeat them. Foolish people
that everything occurs correctly and as they ought for our advantage, for our virtues to shine and for us to be
EUOPOI EWEA W& OEwWZ6¢ B

The rational person, himself paying attention to his own self, examines what he must do and what is

advEOUET T OUUwUOwW! POOWEUwWPT OOWEUwWPT PET wlOT DOT UwlUUDBUOwWI DU W
T WEYOPEUWUT OUI wUT POT Uwpki PET wi EUOWUT T wUOUOOWE VWi OUI bl
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The people who are being led by logiE OWE OOz Owdi 1T Ew0O
their attention to many companies, but only to the beneficial ones

and furthermore to those where the will of God prevails. In this
PEawx] OxOl wxUOETI |1 EWET EPOwDOwi OEO:
No one should say that it is not possible for man to achieve the

virtuous life, but he should say that this is not easy. Nor can

those achieve virtue by chance. Whichever people are pious and

have a mind which loves God a lot realize the virtuous life.

Because the mind of the many is sealar and is altered. It makes
thoughts sometimes good, but other times evil. It is altered in

nature and becomes more material. However the mind which

loves God, punishes evil which comes voluntarily to people from

their negligence.

Those uncultivated in soul and unlearned consider words a silly

OT DOT WEOGEWEOOZ UwPEOUWUOwWI 1 EUwWUT T ¢
censured and they want everyone to be similar to them. Also

those who are handed over to fleshly sins strive for all the others

to be worse than they, thinking the unfortunate ones that because

the sinners will be many, they themselves will be secured from the accusation.

The loose soul is lost and darkened on account of evil, because it has inside it prodigality, pride, insatiability, anger,

haughtiness, rage, murder, worry, envy avarice, grabbing, pain, falsehood, pleasure, indolence, sadness, cowardice,

sickness, hate, loving to accuse, weakness, delusion, ignorance,

deception, forgetfulness of God. With such evils and
similar ones the wretched soul is punished which is
separated from God.

He who is able to tame the habits of people and to make
them love words and education, must be called a maker
man. In the same manner those also who convert those
handed over to fleshly pleasures toward the virtuous
God-pleasing life, they must also be called makers of
men, because it is as if they are remaking people.
Because meekness and continence is happiness and gives

of

and

A man is called either he who correctly uses his logic, or he
who accepts advice for his correction. While the
uncorrected one is not called a man, but inhuman. And
is the mark of inhuman ones and these people should be
avoided. Because they who are living with evil it is not
possible for them to obtain i mmortal life.

When we make a good use of our logic, then we are
POUUT awUOWET wEEOOI Ewl UOEOUB wW. OwUT 1 wEOOUUEUaOwWPT 1 Owbi wedbz U
differ from the irrational animals. So let the prudent man recognize that h e is immortal and then he will hate every lewd

desire, which becomes cause of death to people. As every skill, formulating matter reveals its value for example the one

works wood and the other copper and the other gold and the other silver, and thus we als o hearing about the good and

virtuous and God pleasing life, we ought to show that we are really humans for our logical soul and not for the formulation

only of our body. The soul which is truly logical and loves God, immediately recognizes all that occurs in life. And he

expiates God with the disposition of love and truly pleases Him, directing towards Him all his drive and his mind.  The

logical and virtuous soul is recognized by the gaze, the step, the voice, the laughter, by where he frequents and with whom

he keeps company. All these things have changed in it, and became more decorous. Because the mind which loves God, as a
careful door guard, forbids the entrance to wicked and foul recollections.

From the book Philokalia, To Perivoli tis Panaghias publication.

this
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Does marriage kill eros?

By Protopresbyter Christodoulos Bitha

All the modern magazines write it! Related articles note it concerning relations with every up -and-coming star of reporting:

?, EUUPET I wOPOOUwI UOU?2npw EUOUUWEOCEwWUDPOT Il UUWEUUUUT wbUwbOwUOT 1 1

DPUWEWEOOUUEEUS w( wxUI I T UwUOWET wODYDOT wUOT T UT 1T Uwl YT UawUBOT w(

OO0YI dw wxl UUOOWEEOOOUWET woOPYDOT wbDPUT OUUWET DOT wbOwOOYI 6 w( wk
31T 1T wUI NT EUPOOWOT wOEUUPET 1 OwbUz UwoOOPT UPOT wOOWEwWOI 1 EQWEOC

prevalent idea in our age. Fear prevails among young people about relationships, awe about failure, worry about

separation. And as the divorces reached in Athens to one third of the marriages, the accusers of the institution seem to be

certified.

The reality, however is
differeO U8 ww( Uz UwdOUw
are married who separate, but also
those living outside of marriage.
Thousands of relationships set out
and stop without ever being
counted officially. Relationships
Pl DPET WEPEwWOOUWOI 1
OUwUT T w?UdUU®OI 2w
relationships which set out with
stormy emotions and concluded in
hate and aversion. Why, | wonder,
do these relationships fail? Maybe
PUzZ UwOOUWOEUUDPET |
nor daily routine, but our
incapability to love, to give
ourselves completely, to sacrifice
our egotism, our will, in order to
unite with the other person?

$UOUwWIi OUWOEOZ UwOPIi | wDbUWEWEOI UUPOT dw wOEUUUEOwUI OEl OEa wcC
lead us to union. However eros is not love. {1t dies if it does not become love.

Eros is an egotistical emotion, it makes man want to conquer, to impress, to constantly await recompense, it makes
him argumentative and jealous envious. And when time passes and the first impressions are dissolved, when the first ¢
idealized ¢ image we had formed about the other person is falsified then doubting and disappointment begins.

Just as the false senses finish and the time of truth comes, we are called to see the other person as he is, to recognize
that we also have faults,toUl EUET wOOwi POEWEOOwWUT EQwUOPUT UwUUWEOBGEwWOOUWEOOW!
xUPOET »wOUwW?2UT 1T wxUPOET UU»? wOI wOUUWEEOOI UET OUwWEUI EQUWEOOZz Owl |
instead of chasing chimeras, we should begin to proceed on the path of love, of understanding of containing one another
with the other person when we will learn to sacrifice power egotism, to rejoice with joy and to be sad with the sadness of
the other person, when we begin to understand that IO YT w? EOT UwOOU0wUI 1 OwbUOUwOP O Owbki 1 Quwb
through our own change, then the joy of real encounter will leap in our heart. And this encounter can occur only within
marriage, within the promise, in other words, that the struggle f or love will be permanent and continual and will last till the
end of our life. Living together without conditions is a denial of love, since it is dominated by the fear of being bound, si nce
in essence we deny permanence in order to be able to flee wheneer we want from the relationship.

Zowypapn Nwpyou Képbn, and thy eikovoypapnon tol Epwtdxprrou (2002)

16



legalization of sexual relationships, nor a religious
service with luxuries and secularity. These secular
viewpoints failed miserably in the past and are
responsible to a great degree for the rejection of
marriage today by young people.

Marriage for the Orthodox Church is the
mystery of love, the blessing of God for the newlyweds
to proceed in the diffi cult struggle of love and to give
birth to children who will grow up in a blessed
manner. Like all the mysteries of the Church, marriage
is completed in the passage of time. If a couple is not
living marriage spiritually, if each one of the two is not
constantly repenting, if they are not fighting their
egotism in order to learn to love, the spousal

Zwypagikh Ndpyou Képbn, relationship is lame. If Christ does not enter into the
NG S VGYREPIOT U E ARoKaoy (2004) center of marriage, in order to become a model of life
for each one and the common goal, then the relationship will wither and the spouses will close up into their own selves,
they will fortify themselves in their selfishness. The contemporary reality with so many divorces, proves daily our failure
and our departure from God and our fellow man.

The sole hope for the joy of the spousal relationship to be lived, is faith in Christ. For marriage to become an ascesis
of love, and this love cannot be limited only to the family, but should open to the whole world. For spouses to feel their
journey together and their childbearing as a glorification and blessing of God in peace and harmony and for God to grant
them to end up, in a ripe old age, in a pure heart, working His commandments. Amen.

Progressive transfiguration

By Paul Evdokimov
Marriages begins in joy, but NOUUUOWEUwP OwUT 1 wOEUUDPET I wOi w"EOEowW?, awUpPOI wi EVu
symbolically the whole spousal life. The newlyweds have already exchanged rings, they have been crowned and are
partaking in the one cup of life.
It is only however in the evening of their life where they will commune of this cup, a symbol of completeness. When the
shadow of the crowns will fall in it.
(OwUT T T UVUwWwOOWEWUOOPWEOEwWwxUOT Ul UUPYIT wEPUUT dw+1 OOw! Oéistad OUOE
such, but which pain prepares for them.
For one to be loved by someone else, he must completely
deny himself. This is a deep and continual ascesis.
The crowns of the spouses refer to martyrdom. Because,
EEEOUEDPOT wUOOW3EUOIT UOuwPoddd ByitheUOET UT OwWOEUUAaUED
sword. Others, however know the martyrdom of love, which
EUOPOUWUOT I OwpPUT POG~» w3 PUwPUwWUOT T wol OOUPUwWPOwWUxOUUEOWODI 1T Ow
heroism hidden beneath the garment of dailyness.
At the time of maturity there exist spousal unions which
resemble trees whoseE UE OET 1 UwWEUT w2 UOO0Uwhi PET wEUT wi 1l EwEaw
ITTEY]I 02 OwUOwUUIT wnbé doranodap df wOi w1 DOOI 8 w
tenderness, of evening sacrifice, allows us to see very clearly
0T EQwUOT T wUx OUUEOWEOOUUEEDEUDOOUWEUIT wUT 1T wx 001 yRatmor€). (Dénkided | D E |
of the garments with which the multitude had covered it, eros allows the face of the Shulamite to appear, crying with the
2xPUPUow?" 001 OwOWET OOYI EwOOI 2 8

%BUOOWUT 1 WEOOOWOI w2UEYUOU W28 wnOUDPOUww?, EO
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