
 
 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

CHURCH INFORMATION       1   
          
FATHER NICKɀS  NOTES                      2 
 
WE CAN RETURN TO OUR FATHER?   3 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS                            5  
         
CONTEMPORARY SAINTS                   6 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MI NUTES              7                                        
 
CALENDAR                                             8 
 
POETIC WORDS OF GREAT LENT        9 
 
GOD OF OUR FATHERS                     11  
 
ACADEMY NEWS                                 13                              

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                              ST . N ICHOLAS GREEK O RTHODOX CATHEDRAL  
ǅǋǋǇǍǉǊǏǓ ǏǑǈǏäǏǎǏǓ ǊǂǈǅäǑǉǊǏǓ ǉǅǑǏǓ ǍǂǏǓ ǂǄǉǏǕ ǍǉǊǏǋǂǏǕ 

www.stnicholas.org 
SAINT N ICHOLAS GREEK O RTHODOX C HURCH  

1607  W ES T UNION BOULEVARD î BETHLEHEM , PA  18018  
PHONE : 610 - 867 - 1327,  F AX : 610 - 867 - 9487,  K ITCHEN : 610 - 867 - 5459  

 

W ITNESS  
   FEBRU ARY  

2010  

SAINT N ICHOLAS  
CATHEDRAL  
PUBLICATION  

 
BETHLEHEM - ALLENTOWN  



 1 

Under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, His Eminence Demetrios Archbishop of the 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, and His Eminence Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh. The mission 

of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church is to keep and proclaim, pure and undefiled, the Orthodox Christian 

Faith and traditions in conformity with the doctrine, canons, worship, discipline, and customs of the Church. 

 

Fr. Nicholas Palis, Oikonomos   (Proistamenos )  Dean         610-440-0995 

Fr. Nicholas Kossis                                              610-694-0948 
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THURSDAY                        Paraclesis                    6:00 PM 

SATURDAY SERVICES:  Great Vespers                  7:oo PM 

WEEKDAY SERVICES              Orthros       8:05 AM    

               Divine  Liturgy       9:05 AM  

                

Please see the monthly calendar or the weekly bulletin for weekday services 
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DEADLINE FOR PUBLICATIONS  

WEEKLY BULLETIN  ɬ Please submit announcements 

to church office by Thursday.  
 
M ONTHLY BOOKLETɬ Please submit announcements 

to church office by the 15 th  of the prior month.  
 
Please Note ɬ All articles are subjected to approval 

and editing.  
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                         Father nickós notes 

February, 2010 
 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 

Greetings in Christ!  

 

On Wednesday, February 2 we will celebra te the Presentation of our Lord in the Temple . This is when 

the Elder Symeon received Christ and said the beautiful hymn which is said at the end of every Vespers 

ÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȮɯɁ+ÖÙËȮɯÕÖÞɯÓÌÛÛÌÚÛɯ3ÏÖÜɯ3ÏàɯÚÌÙÝÈÕÛɯËÌ×ÈÙÛɯÐÕɯ×ÌÈÊÌȮɯÍÖÙɯÔÐÕÌɯÌàÌÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÌÌÕɯ3ÏàɯÚÈÓÝÈÛÐÖÕȭȭȭɂɯɯ 

 

On Sunday Feb. 7th, we will celebrate  Youth Sunday when our young people will practice the roles in 

our Church that they will undertake as they grow up. The older children will teach Sunday School, different 

classes will do the Our Father and the Creed. The children will chant parts of the Liturgy, and our Youth will 

give the sermons and be ushers. 

 

On Monday, February 7  our Metropolis is celebrating her patron Saint, Photios the Great , who was a 

Patriarch of Constantinople, a great scholar, theologian and defender of the Faith. On this day brother clergy 

from across the Diocese, as well as representatives of parish Philoptochos chapters, will converge at the 

Diocese where we will celebrate Liturgy and meet with His Eminence Metropolitan Maximo s to discuss the 

concerns of our Church.   

 

On Sunday January 24 we began the three-week period of time in the Church known as Triodion.  

During this time our Church prepares us for the Lenten fast with the themes of humility, repentance, and 

judgment. We also prepare by breaking in gradually to fasting. During the first week of the Triodion there is 

no fasting, even on Wednesday and Friday. The second week is a normal week, and during the third week 

dairy and fish products are allowed, even on Wednesday and  Friday, but not meat. Triodion  leads us to the 

beginning of Lent on February 15th. 

  

The main articles in this bulletin is Poetic words of Great Lent, and God of our Fathers, by By 

Protopresbyter Thomas Bambini, We can return to our Father, by Katerina TsakiriSaint Nicholas Planas, by 

Eleftheria Kleidoniari.  

 

I pray that these articles will inspire us all to struggle spiritually for the glory of God and for our own 

salvation. 

 

(Õɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯÓÖÝÌȮ 

 

 

À Fr. Nicholas Palis 
 

 



3 

 

THEOLOGICAL ISSUES  

We can return to our Father! 

 
By Katerina Tsakiri 

 

 

The germ of sin which is inherited from person to 

person is the so-called original sin. Original sin is 

not the guilt of Adam which is inherited by us 

also, but the sickness of human nature. This 

sickness has a tendency which is manifested with 

ÝÈÙÐÖÜÚɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯÚÐÕÚɯÐÕɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÜÚȭɯɁ%ÖÙɯÑÜÚÛɯ

as through the disobedience of one person the 

many ended up sinners, thus also through the 

obedience of one just person the many shall end 

Ü×ɯÙÐÎÏÛÌÖÜÚɂɯȹ1ÖÔȭɯƙȯƕƝȺȮɯÐÕɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÞÖÙËÚ, just as 

with the sin of Adam all people inherited the sick 

human nature and ended up tending towards sin, 

thus also with the obedience of Christ all of us 

people received the potential of inheriting life, 

says the Apostle Paul. Sin darkens the mind of 

man, deceives the thought, ravages our freedom. It 

corrupts human nobility, causes confusion of our 

spiritual powers, is deceptive, does not respond to 

reality, is a deception, is a false condition which 

leads to perdition. It is a fearful tyrant of man 

whic h makes him do fearful things. It is a pit of 

our soul. It is spiritual darkness. Sin is an 

oppressing of man. It is an invention of the devil. 

It is in its later forms egotism, pride, lying, 

fornication, the lack of love, it is our opposition to 

God. Basil the Great says that it is the illness of our 

soul. According to Saint Gregory the Theologian it 

is an abomination and abhorrence. Sin is missing 

the mark in using our freedom. It cultivates an 

ÈÉàÚÚɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÔÈÕɯÈÕËɯ&ÖËȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÖÕÓàɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

mercy can bridge. Our sin is the casting aside of 

&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯÓÐÍÛÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÚÐÕɯÈÕËɯÐÛÚɯÙÌÚÜÓÛÚɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ

ÍÜÕÊÛÐÖÕÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÌɯÈÕÌÞɯÐÕɯÜÚȭɯ6ÏÌÕɯÞÌɯ

ÊÖÔ×ÓÈÐÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÍÌÌÓɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÌȮɯÛÏÐÚɯËÖÌÚɯ

not mean that God has abandoned us, but that we 

are not in a position to accept His love. In the 

"ÏÜÙÊÏɯÞÌɯÊÌÈÚÌÓÌÚÚÓàɯÚÌÌÒɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÌÙÊàȭɯɁ+ÖÙËɯ

ÏÈÝÌɯÔÌÙÊàɂȭɯ2ÈÐÕÛɯ)ÖÏÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÈÙ×ÈÛÏÐÈÕɯÎÐÝÌÚɯÜÚɯÈɯ

very beautiful image about the person of 

ÙÌ×ÌÕÛÈÕÊÌȭɯɁÛÏÌɯÔÖÖÕȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÎÙÖÞÚɯÈÕËɯÈÎÈÐÕɯ

becomes smaller, is a type of man, who sometimes 

does good things and at other times sins, and then 

with repentance returns to virtuous life. So, the 

mind was not lost which sinned, as some think, 

just as the body of the moon did not lessen, but 

just its light. So, man again obtains his brilliance 

with re pentance, just like the moon with its 

ÓÌÚÚÌÕÐÕÎɯÈÎÈÐÕɯÐÚɯÎÈÙÉÌËɯÐÕɯÓÐÎÏÛɂȭɯɯ 

 The cure of sin in the first stage is for us to 

recognize that we have become its slaves. Only 

whoever recognizes that he is sick can be cured. 

Then let us try to learn which are  our sins and 

when they occurred. Our sins have another 

ÞÌÐÎÏÛÐÕÌÚÚɯÞÏÌÕɯÞÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯ&ÖËɯÈÕËɯÞÌɯ

were ignorant of His law, and another weightiness 

ÞÏÌÕɯ ÞÌɯ ÊÈÔÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÒÕÖÞɯ &ÖËɀÚɯ ÎÙÈÊÌɯ ÈÕËɯ 'ÐÚɯ

commandments. The knowledge or ignorance of 

&ÖËɀÚɯÓÈÞɯÐÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌ criteria for our justification 

or our condemnation. Then comes repentance. It 

does not suffice for you to confess your sins, it 

does not suffice for you to see which are your sins. 

You also ought to repent, to cry and to change 

your life.  

 Then we need to confess to our Spiritual 

%ÈÛÏÌÙɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÌɯɁÜÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ

ÚÐÕÚɯÈÕËɯÜÕÛÖɯÓÐÍÌɯÌÛÌÙÕÈÓɂȭɯ3ÏÌɯÎÌÙÔɯÖÍɯÚÐÕɯÞÌɯÈÓÓɯ

have. Our sins are many, but the mercy of God is 

greater. We can sin, when we reach the limits of 

our endurance, but we worship the t rue God and 

hope that even if everyone may abandon us, God 

though will never do it.  

 If sin is spiritual death, repentance and the 

remission of sins is life and resurrection. It is this 

fact which makes us persons, since a person is a 

person only when he is associated with the Person 

of the Trinitarian God. Repentance is a second 
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baptism. It wipes out even the greatest sins and 

grants man freedom and comfort. Repentance is a 

gift of God to man. It is a second agreement which 

we form with God, to begin life without having 

ÚÐÕɯ ÈÕËɯ ÖÜÙɯ ×ÈÚÚÐÖÕÚȮɯ ÈÚɯ Èɯ ÊÖÔ×ÈÕÐÖÕȭɯ ,ÈÕɀÚɯ

greatest problem is sin. If we are freed from it, 

then we became really free. Beloved readers, the 

parable of the Prodigal Son is familiar to us all and 

comprises the most wonderful essay of the way of 

ÔÈÕɀÚɯ ɁÈËÖ×ÛÐÖÕɂɯ Éàɯ &ÖËȮɯ ɁÛÏÌɯ ÎÖÚ×ÌÓɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÎÖÚ×ÌÓɂȭɯ ɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯÏÈÚɯÛÞÖɯÚÖÕÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯàÖÜÕÎÌÚÛɯÚÖÕɯ

ÛÙÈÕÚÎÙÌÚÚÌÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÊÜÚÛÖÔÚȮɯ ËÖÜÉÛÚɯ ÏÐÚɯ ÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ

authority and essentially denies his own existence, 

since he is seeking the use of the portion which 

shall correspond to him from the estate when his 

father would die. But this piece cut off from the 

ÞÏÖÓÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÜÛÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÓÐÍÌȮɯÊÈÕÕÖÛɯÓÐÝÌȮɯ

cannot bear fruit. This piece, when we take it 

dynamically, arbitrarily, when and how we want 

it, does not lead us to life, but to despair and 

destruction. Sin, missing the mark, of the younger 

son, is that being immature he reviled the 

relationship of the child towards his father. So for 

this reason, without realizing it he leads himself to 

death. 

 Nevertheless his father gives the appointed 

×ÖÙÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÌÚÛÈÛÌɯÏÌɯÚÌÌÒÚȭɯ'ÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÛÌÈÊÏɯ

him with words. The matter is not for the father to 

keep his son by force near him, but to give him the 

potential to create the presuppositions, so that he 

himself on his own will c ome to himself.  

  ɯ "ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɀÚɯ ÞÏÖÓÌɯ ÓÐÍÌɯ ÐÚɯ ÍÖÙÔÌËɯ

ÔàÚÛÐÊÈÓÓàɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÖ×ÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ&ÙÈÊÌɯ

ÈÕËɯÔÈÕɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÕËɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÈÓɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ

"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯ ÓÐÍÌȭɯ !ÜÛɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ ÊÖÖ×ÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÐÚɯ ÉÈÚÌËɯ

ÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌÓàɯÖÕɯÔÈÕɀÚɯÍÙÌÌɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÈÊÊÌ×Ûɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

Grace as a colleague. And the prodigal son leaves. 

However his trial in the far away land revealed 

precisely what he hid within him, what endurance 

he had, what remained untouched, in whom he 

should take refuge, where food, life and 

resurrection for everyone exists. So he begins 

coming to himself, doing a self critique. With one 

word the son repents and his repentance becomes 

cause for him to be lead from despair to salvation, 

from physical and spiritual death to physical and 

spiritual life.  

 And the prodigal son takes t he return road. 

Ɂ%ÈÛÏÌÙɂɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÞÖÙËɯÖÍɯÏÐÚɯÊÖÕÍÌÚÚÐÖÕȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ

name which rises from the depths of his being and 

gives him the courage to hope. And paternal love 

defeated death. And joy, the feast lit up, and the 

son again is garbed with the first  garment, and he 

puts on the ring of adoption and the fatted calf is 

sacrificed. This action reveals also the 

eschatological dimension of salvation and 

restoration to the rank of sons of God. 

 And Saint John Chrysostom mentions: 

Ɂ ËÈÔɯ ÈÕËɯ ÏÐÚɯ ËÌÚÊÌÕËÈÕÛÚɯ Þere the prodigal 

son, who after they departed from God cast off the 

God-woven robe of incorruption with sin and he 

put on the skin robe of corruption and mortality. 

The beloved one chased away the divine gift of the 

potential of theosis and preferred the p rodigal life. 

We know that all of life far from God is prodigal 

and dead. However the Lord Jesus Christ came 

and with His incarnation He gave man the 

capability of returning home, that is to 

/ÈÙÈËÐÚÌȱɂ 

 Brethren, the Triodion is the par -excellence 

period d uring which the believers are called to 

spiritual struggles -in particular we are called to 

give ourselves to the struggle against evil and 

fighting against the passions. The Church placing 

the parable of the Prodigal son in the Triodion, 

wants to make fami liar to us that we all can return 

to the Father and to our sacred homeland, because 

He is life, the validation of our dignity, the 

refinding of our humaneness. So long as humility 

ÊÏÈÚÛÌÕÚɯÜÚɯÈÕËɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÌÙÊàɯÚÜÙÙÖÜÕËÚɯÜÚȭɯ 

 

 Translated from Peiraike Ecclesia Magazine Feb. 2009 #201 
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Community  news                   

PARISH NEWS  /  UPCO MING EVENTS  
 
THE OATH OF OFFICE: will take place in Sunday February 7 th after the D. Liturgy.  

GENERAL ASSEMBLY on Sunday February 14th after liturgy . 

THE 2010 PLEDGE CARDS  have been handed out. If you have not received yours, please contact Debbie 

Kotsatos at 610-867-1327. A reminder that pledges for the year 2009 are due. If you have not already done 

so, please make every effort to complete your pledge so that we can close our books. Many thanks to 

everyone who has already sent in their 2009 pledge cards. Your support helps the mission of our local 

Church, the Metropolis and the Archdiocese.  
     
COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS ARE NEEDED February 14 February 21 February 28 ͍ arch 21 March 28.  

/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÊÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯ2ÌÊÙÌÛÈÙàɯÐÍɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÌËɯÐÕɯÚ×ÖÕÚÖÙÐÕÎɯ"ÖÍÍÌÌɯ'ÖÜÙÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÈÉÖÝÌɯÓÐÚÛÌËɯËÈÛÌÚȭ 

ADULT EDUCATION  
PARACLESIS  every Thursday at 6:00 pm. 

BIBLE STUDY :  On the Importance of the Ten Commandments for every day life on Thursday nigh ts, led by Kosta 

Zalalas .  

BIBLE STUDY :  on the Book of  Peter on Monday nights, will resume January 4th  at 7:00pm led by Fr. Nicholas 

Palis. 

BIBLE STUDY :  in Greek on the Book of James on Monday nights led by Fr. Nicholas Kossis 

SOCIAL M ATTERS AND SACRA MENTS  
BAPTISM  

CONGRATULATIONS ! To Mr and Mrs Justin Raade and Galateia Kazakia- Raade for the baptism of their son Jacob-

Iakovos.  Best wishes to Godparent Christina Kazakia, and grandparents Iakovos and Maria Kazakia.  Na sas Zisi!  

And May God Bless him.  

CONGRATULATIONS ! To Mr and Mrs Konstantinos and Magda Tantaros   for the baptism of their son Vasilis - 

Alexandros.  Best wishes to Godparent George Psitos, and grandparents.  Na sas Zisi!   

 

ENGAGMENTS  

Congratulations  to Nicholas Kapsalis son of Mrs.  Helen Kapsalis for his Engagement to Ellie-Elefteria  daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Marina Koutsouras of Long Island NY.  Best wishes and may God bless you with 

love and happiness. 
 

GREEK SCHOOL   

Greek Independence  Day Celebration Sun day March  27th  after the Liturgy . Lunch will be 

served.  

   
GOYA BASKETBALL PRACTICE : Saturdays, from 12:00 to 2:00pm at the Sisters Convent, 395 Bridal Path Road in 

Bethlehem.  Please call Tom Haller at 484-515-3555 with any questions.  
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Contemporary Saints 
Saint Nicholas Planas  

 

 

ɁBlessed are the pure in heart for they shall see 

&ÖËɂɯȹ,ÈÛÏȭɯƙȯɯƜȺȭɯ3ÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÜ××ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÚÌÌÐÕÎɯ

God is purity of heart. In a materialistic and very 

busy age, in an anxious and unpeaceful world, 

with people who go around w ith masks and have 

blunted senses and they daily are distancing 

themselves from their roots, the Orthodox 

Tradition, the appearance of people, who aim for 

holiness, is an encouraging point. These are the 

×ÌÖ×ÓÌȮɯÞÏÖɯÊÖÕÊÌÐÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÈÕÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ

notabÓÌɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕȯɯɁ%ÖÙɯÞÏÈÛɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÐÛɯ×ÙÖÍÐÛɯÈɯÔÈÕɯ

if he gains the whole world, and loses his soul? 

.ÙɯÞÏÈÛɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÏÌɯÎÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÌßÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÍÖÙɯÏÐÚɯÚÖÜÓȳɂɯ

(Math. 16: 26) and they focus their interest on the 

heavenly goods and arduously toil for their 

acquisition. With  simplicity and stability, with 

fervor and zeal, with ardor and faith, they 

eternalize daily life and utilize time. They live 

transcendently and broadcast diachronic 

messages. They are the strugglers of the earth 

and the Saints of  Heaven. 

 Nicholas Planas is a recent Saint and priest.  A 

simple and humble person, who left indelible 

traces from his passage on the earth and shines 

brilliantly today in the firmament of Heaven. He 

is the simple priest of the Most High from Naxos. 

He is all poor in money, but a ll rich in talents. He 

is unwise in knowledge of the world, but a wise 

man in the knowledge of God. He is the slave of 

the Lord, but genuinely free. His life coordinated 

to the frequency of Heaven, unfolds genuinely. 

His thoughts impregnated with the memor y of 

death are translated into action, that weigh 

eternally. He serves and is above the ground. He 

angelically liturgizes and ministers. For 52 years 

and on a daily basis he offers worship to the Lord 

and lives the partaking of the Holy Trinity. A 

Deacon from 1879 and a priest from March 2, 

1884, he is a genuine epistle and exudes the 

aroma of holiness. Married initially with Helen 

Proveleggiou, from Kythera, he acquires John 

and his wife reposes. Free now, he devotes 

himself to the worshipful Bridegroom of  his soul. 

He is infantlike in malice, as he advances in age. 

Simple in manner, meek in behavior, honest in 

character, unsly in thoughts, wrathless in 

expression, revengeless to enemies, affable to 

those who are grieving, unavaricious and poor 

loving, joyo us and accessible, humble and 

beloved, he is present in human pain. Problems 

difficult to solve he faces at great length. He 

effectively cures serious   illnesses. He supports 

the weak. 

He brings back those deceived. He strengthens the 

strugglers. His practical speech and boundless love 

universally cover  many multitudes of faithful in 

the heart of Athens, in the Sacred Church  of Saint 

John the Hunter. Alexander Papadiamantis and 

Alexander Moraitidis, his contemporaries, admire 

him and imitate him. People have a living example 

and are glad. The Lord has a dedicated priest-

ascetic and rejoice. He lives in miracles and does 

miracles. He glorifies God and is glorified back by 

God. 

 On March 2, 1932, after 81 years of earthly 

journey, he enters peacefully and victoriously into 

the Heavenly Habitations to reap the unending 

everlasting Light of the Presence of God. We 

admirers of his life honor him on March 2 and we 

seek his intercessions in order to also become his 

imitators. Nicholas Planas! One more 

contemporary Saint, who was recently canonized. 

A genuine model of life for all of us.  

 

 Eleftheria Kleidoniari, Educator  
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ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL  

Parish Council Meeting Minutes  

                                                               Tuesday, November 10, 2009 

1. OPENING PRAYER  

Father Nicholas Palis lead the opening payer. Also Father Nicholas Palis shared spiritual thoughts about St. 

Arsenios the Cappadocian and Father Paisios.  

2. ROLL CALL & ACTIONS ON EXCUSES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                        

The following council members were present Dennis Pappas, Cosmo Valavanis, Kostas Hristofas, Bill Argeros, 

Deb Colitas, John Kotsatos, Nick Kapsalis, Bobby Esketzis, George Glaros, Dimitri Lousos and Steve Kandianis.  

The following parish council members were absent: Irene Moukoulis, Manny Tatalias, John Zannakis and Ted 

Evangelou.                                                                   

 3. READING OF THE MINUTES     Minutes from the October parish council meeting were read, and.  reviewed, 

The minutes as presented were accepted by Kosta Hristofas, seconded by Bill Argeros  

4. RECEPTION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS                                                                                                 

None. 

 5. STEWARDSHIP                                                                                                                                                                              

Steve Kandianis spoke about Stewardship, specifically the new Archdiocese Stewardship Program, and Steve 

*ÈÕËÐÈÕÐÚɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛȯɯȹƕȺɯÈɯÕÌÞɯ2ÛÌÞÈÙËÚÏÐ×ɯ"ÖÔÔÐÛÛÌÌɯÞÈÚɯÊÙÌÈÛÌËȰɯȹƖȺɯÛÏÌɯ ÙÊÏËÐÖÊÌÚÌɀÚɯÕÌÞɯ2ÛÌÞÈÙËÚÏÐ×ɯ

program was going to be slowly implemented into the parish; (3 ) we should make phone calls to parishioners in 

the short term; (4) the kick-ÖÍÍɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÞɯ2ÛÌÞÈÙËÚÏÐ×ɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯɁ2ÛÌÞÈÙËÚÏÐ×ɯ2ÜÕËÈàɂɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯ

scheduled for Sunday, November 22, 2009 and will consist of passing out pledge cards to the entire parish and 

also a luncheon after the liturgy; and (5) the offertory prayer (to be read by Father Palis over the pledge cards) 

comes from the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil.   

 6. REPORT OF THE PRIEST                                                                                                                                                                  

Father Nicholas Palis reported that: (1) Nathan, a missionary from Albania, would be coming to speak at the 

church on Thursday, 11/19/09 at 7pm; (2) GOYA had a successful souvlaki sale; (3) GOYA was getting reading for 

a Camp Nazareth weekend retreat; (4) GOYA has a successful board game night with a large turnout; (5) on 

10/31/09 JOY and HOPE went to play mini-golf at Lucky Strokes; and (6) the Moms and Tots get together was 

cancelled due to many children having flu -like symptoms.  

 ƛȭɯ31$ 241$1ɀ2ɯ1$/.13ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ                                              

The treasurerɀÚɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÕÛÏɯÞÈÚɯÛÈÉÓÌËɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÕÌßÛɯÔÖÕÛÏ 

 8. OLD BUSINESS                                                                                                                                                                            

Went over the proposed 2010 Budget, Bill Argeros made a motion to approve the final budget with the 

understanding that the Treasurer has the authority from council that in the case that insufficient funds are 

available to meet 2010 expenses during the 2010 year,  the Archdiocese Assessment payments will be postponed.  

Second by Nick Kapsalis.  The motion passed with votes as follows; 8 in favor, 2 opposed, 1 abstained.  

9. NEW BUSINESS                                                                                                                                                                            

Nick Kapsalis made a motion to fully disclose all individual Priest salary and benefit numbers during the 

presentation to the General Assembly.  Second by Dennis Pappas.  The motion passed with votes as follows; 9 in 

favor, 3 opposed. 

10. CLOSING PRAYER  Motion to close by Kosta Hristofas, seconded by Bill Argeros Fr Nick Palis offered the 

closing prayer. 

PARISH PRESIDENT                                                PRIEST                                            SECRETARY 

 
John Kotsatos                                       À   Father Nicholas Palis                         Cosmo Valavanis 
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February 2010  
SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESD

AY  
THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

 1 
 
 
4:30 PM Greek School  

7:00 PM Bible Study 

 (Fr. Kossis) 

2  8 AM 

Orthros/Liturgy  

(Presentation of Christ 

in the Temple) 
7:00 PM Bible Study  
(Fr. Palis) 

 

3  4  
 
7 PM Orthodox Study 

 

5  6  8 AM 

Orthros/Liturgy  

(Saturday of Souls)                       

 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

7  Judgment Sunday  

 7:45 AM Orthros 

 9:00 AM D. Liturgy  

9:30 AM Sun. School 

    
 

8 12: 00 PM  

Senior Citizens 
 
4:30 PM Greek School  
7:00 PM Bible Study 
 (Fr. Kossis) 

9  
 
7:00 PM Bible Study  
(Fr. Palis) 

 

10  8 AM 

Orthros/Liturgy  

(St. Haralambos)                            
 

 

11 
 
7 PM Orthodox Study 

 

12  13  8 AM 

Orthros/Liturgy  

(Saturday of Souls)                       

 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

14  Forgiveness Sun. 

7:45 AM Orthros 

 9:00 AM D. Liturgy  

9:30 AM Sun. School 

 

15  GREAT 
LENT BEGIN S 
4:30 PM Greek School  

6 PM Great Compline & 

Canon 

16  
 
6 PM Great Compline & 

Canon  

17 
 
6 PM  Presanctified 

Liturgy  

18  
 
6 PM Great Compline 

& Canon  

7 PM Orthodox Study 

 

19  
6 PM  Presanctified 

Liturgy  

 

7 PM Salutations 

20  8 AM 

Orthros/Liturgy  

(Saturday of Souls)                       

 
 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

21  Orthodoxy Sunday   
7:45 AM Orthros       

9:00 AM D. Liturgy  

9:30 AM Sun. School 

4:00 PM PanOrthodox 

Vespers (St. Nicholas 

OCA Bridle Path)  

22  
 
4:30 PM Greek School  

6 PM Great Compline 
7:00 PM Bible Study 

 (Fr. Kossis) 

 

2 3  
 
6 PM Great Compline 
7:00 PM Oratorical Fest. 
 

  

24  
 
6 PM  Presanctified 

Liturgy  

25  
 
6 PM Great Compline 

7 PM Orthodox Study 

 

26  
6 PM  Presanctified 

Liturgy  

 

7 PM Salutations 

27  
 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

28  Gregory Palamas 

7:45 AM Orthros 

 9:00 AM D. Liturgy   

9:30 AM Sun. School 

4:00 PM PanOrthodox 

Vespers  

 
  

 

Remember Divine Liturgy Starts at 9:00 a.m.  And Sunday School at 10:30. 

 For Monthly and Weekly Bulletins: Sign up at www.stnicholas.org
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Poetic words of Great Lent 
By Protopresbyter Thomas Bambinis 

 

 

 Great Lent presents the naked truth about human 

life. It does not suppress the tragedy of his fall. It 

does not beautify his uglinesses. Nor, however, 

does it leave the person by fate jailed in his vices. It 

is a period ɬ image of present age in which the 

projection of voluntary pain prevails, so that the 

harm from improper voluntary pleasures, may be 

cured. 

 The Church in this period tries with the 

food fast, but also with the word and the 

compunctionate melody of her services, to 

disengage our attention from material things, from 

finite pleasures, and to moor it to the person of 

"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÛÜÙÌɯɁÐÕÚÈÛÐÈÉÓÌɂɯÎÖÖËÚȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯ

ascetical turning to Christ and to the future goods 

is our returning to our genuine self. We find the 

reason of our existence in this.  

 The language of Church in Great Lent is 

very poetic, simple and unaffected, but 

ÚÐÔÜÓÛÈÕÌÖÜÚÓàɯÐÛɯÐÚɯɁÈɯËÖÜÉÓÌɯÌËÎÌËɯÚÞÖÙËɂȮɯÚÏÈÙ×ɯ

ɈɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÈɯËÌÕÜËÌËɯÚÞÖÙËɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÊÜÛÚɯÜ×ɯɬ with 

compunction - ÈÓÓɯÔÈÓÐÊÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÈÙÛɂȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÈɯ

difficult language f or the people of our age, as the 

language of the Church is, for many people, 

generally speaking.  Some people consider it hard 

and others incomprehensible. 

 Ɂ2ÈÐÓÐÕÎȮɯÛÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÈɯÖÍɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÌÕÛɂɯÐÛɯ

is timely for us to comment on certain poetic 

words,  that are contained in the compunctionate 

book of the Triodion, which the Church uses 

during this time for her services. We will focus 

specifically on the troparia of the first ode of the 

triodion canon, that is chanted or read in the 

Matins of Clean Monda y. This canon is a poem of 

ɁÚÐÙɯ)ÖÚÌ×ÏɂȮɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÌÛɯÖÍɯÔÈÕàɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÊÈÕÖÕÚȮɯÈÚɯÐÚɯ

the canon of the Salutations. In this ode of ɬthe 

dawning of the first day of the fast, the ethos of the 

Orthodox Christian who is fasting, is described 

very poetically, but also  the genuine content of the 

fast. 

 In the first troparion of the ode, the 

foundation is placed. It is the realization of falling 

from the true life and the desire for salvation. The 

poet, who undertakes to represent us with his 

word, is not possessed by despair. He knows that 

God is compassionate, He is not hard. It is God 

who saves. Having this sense the poet can, and 

with him we can also sincerely see our own self, 

admit his wounds and allow us to be overcome 

with the sense that up to now, our life was 

prÖËÐÎÈÓȭɯ3ÏÌɯÔÜÓÛÐÛÜËÌɯɁÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÍÈÜÓÛÚɂɯ

ÍÜÙÛÏÌÙÔÖÙÌȮɯÐÚɯÐÔ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÔÌÈÚÜÙÌËɯÉàɯÜÚɈɯ

only the Lord knows it, Who saves. The 

ÏàÔÕÖÎÙÈ×ÏÌÙɯÞÙÐÛÌÚȯɯɁ'ÖÞɯÚÏÈÓÓɯ(ɯÊÙàɯÖÝÌÙɯÔàɯ

own fall now? What beginning can I make of my 

salvation, who lived prodigally? O Com passionate 

ÖÕÌȮɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÜÓÛÚɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ8ÖÜɯÒÕÖÞȮɯÚÈÝÌɯÔÌȭɂ 

 In the second troparion the meaning and 

the way of the Orthodox Christian fast is described 

in a few words. Firstly the hymnographer reminds 

ÜÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÌÕÛÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÚÛɯÐÚɯÈɯɁÚÈÝÐÕÎɯËÈàɂȮɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÈɯ

joyous day because it is bringing salvation. He 

wants to deliver us from the grumbling that the 

deprivation of our beloved foods causes. Then he 

reminds us that, in order for our fast to be saving, 

we require vigilance , which we need for two 

reasons. First, in order for us to exclude the entries 

of the passions from our soul and second, in order 

ÍÖÙɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÛÜÙÕɯÖÜÙɯÔÐÕËɯÛÖɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȮɯɁÎÈáÐÕÎɂȮɯÚÌÌÐÕÎɯ

ɁÜÕËÐÚÛÙÈÊÛÌËÓàɂȮɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

ÏàÔÕÖÎÙÈ×ÏÌÙɯÞÙÐÛÌÚȯɯɁ!ÌÏÖÓËɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÔÌȮɯÉÌÏÖÓËɯÛÏÌɯ

saving day, the entrance of the fast, o soul be 

vigilant and exclude the entries of the passions by 

ÎÈáÐÕÎɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȭɂ 

 Through the meaning of this troparion we 

should also see the remaining three troparia of the 

ode. We first need to delay a little in its meaning.  
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 For ÛÏÌɯÌÕÛÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÚÛɯÛÖɯÉÌɯɁÚÈÝÐÕÎɂɯÛÏÌɯ

ÌÕÛÙÐÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÚÐÖÕÚɂɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯÌßÊÓÜËÌËȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

entries of the passions are the five bodily senses, 

that nourish the common internal sense, the 

imagination. So the imagination should, therefore, 

cease controlling us. The senses of the body, if the 

imagination does not control us, cannot harm us in 

anything. Because one can see, hear and generally 

feel everything with simplicity, without complex, 

passionate thoughts. The whole evil is found in the 

development of feeli ngs and messages which we 

accept from the outside world with the power of 

the imagination. However, how can the entry of 

images and various feelings of the imagination be 

ÌßÊÓÜËÌËȮɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÌßÐÚÛÚɯÐÕɯÜÚɈɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÍÖÜÕËɯ

in the border - ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯɁÔÐË×ÖÐÕÛɂɯɬ of our mind and 

also of our senses and it seems inseparable from 

our plans and our dispositions.  

 The entry of the passions through the 

imagination is excluded, when we use it well. 

When we fill it with good images and when we 

load it with messages and feelings from the godly 

inspired teachings and lives of the Saints. More 

drastically, however, the entry of the passions is 

excluded, when we accustom our mind to leave the 

perceptible and imaginary images, all thoughts and 

ÈÓÓɯÔÌÈÕÐÕÎÚȮɯɁÎÈáÐÕÎɂɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯLord. The 

hymnographer very characteristically prompts the 

ÚÖÜÓȯɯɁ$ßÊÓÜËÌɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÛÙÐÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÚÐÖÕÚɯÎÈáÐÕÎɯÈÛɯ

ÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȭɂɯ 

 In the third troparion the cause of despair is 

×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÍÐÎÏÛÚɯÌÝÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÖÕÌɯɁÏÖ×ÐÕÎɯÖÕɯ

ÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɂȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯɁÚÛÖÙÔɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÐÕÚɂȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ×ÜÓÓÚɯ

us into the depth of despair. When we allow the 

imagination and the all the gates of the passions 

open, it raises up a storm in our soul and the sky of 

ÖÜÙɯÔÐÕËɯËÈÙÒÌÕÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÎÏÛɯÖÍɯÏÖ×ÌɯÏÐËÌÚȭɯɁÛÏÌɯ

storm of sins raging, draws me to the depth of 

ËÌÚ×ÈÐÙɈɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯÏÈÚÛÌÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÖÊÌÈÕɯÖÍɯàÖÜÙɯÔÌÙÊàȭɯ

2ÈÝÌɯÔÌɯ.ɯ+ÖÙËɂȭɯ3ÏÌɯÏàÔÕÖÎÙÈ×ÏÌÙɯÛÏÙÖÞÚɯÛÏÌɯ

ÚÛÖÙÔɯÖÍɯÏÐÚɯÚÖÜÓɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÈɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÔÌÙÊàȭɯ3ÏÜÚɯÏÌɯ

teaches us to take refuge in the hope of God even 

when sin tyrannically is sinking us into despair.   

 Despair, most of the time is connected with 

our egotism and easily our getting offended. We 

cannot tolerate our fall, not because we hate sin, 

but because it pulverizes the idol of our own self. 

For this reason it is very important for us to admit, 

like  the hymnographer in the fourth troparion of 

ÛÏÌɯÖËÌȯɯɁ(ɯÈÓÖÕÌɯÈÔɯÌÕÚÓÈÝÌËɯÛÖɯÚÐÕɈɯ(ɯÈÓÖÕÌɯ

opened the door to the passions, o easily 

ÙÌÊÖÕÊÐÓÈÉÓÌɯ+ÖÙËɂȭɯɁ(ɯÈÓÖÕÌɂȮɯÔÌÈÕÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÕÖɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ

is the cause for my sin, neither can I see this sin in 

ÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɈɯ( am not capable to judge anyone. 

3ÏÌɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛɯÛÏÐÕÎɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÈËÔÐÛɯÛÏÌɯɁ(ɯÈÓÖÕÌɂɯ

without despair, since the Word of God, Christ, is 

ɁÌÈÚÐÓàɯÙÌÊÖÕÊÐÓÐÕÎɂȭɯ3ÏÜÚɯÞÌɯÖÕÓàɯÊÈÕȮɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯ

ÏàÔÕÖÎÙÈ×ÏÌÙȮɯ×ÙÖÊÌÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÙÌØÜÌÚÛȯɯɁ1ÌÛÜÙÕɯÔÌɯ

o Lord, save me by your ÊÖÔ×ÈÚÚÐÖÕɂȭɯ3ÏÜÚȮɯ

furthermore can we,  wounded by the passions, see 

the Virgin Mary as the Mother who gave birth to 

the source of dispassion and ask from her to grab 

us from the eternal fire, as the hymnographer 

Joseph asks her in the last troparion of the ode that 

ÞÌɯÈÙÌɯÊÖÔÔÌÕÛÐÕÎɯÖÕȭɯɁ.ɯ3ÏÖÜɯÞÏÖɯÎÈÝÌɯÉÐÙÛÏɯÛÖɯ

the source of dispassion, I wounded by the 

passions, O Maiden, heal and grab me away from 

ÛÏÌɯÌÛÌÙÕÈÓɯÍÐÙÌɯÌÛÌÙÕÈÓȮɯ.ɯÖÕÓàɯÖÕÌɯÎÙÈÊÌËɯÉàɯ&ÖËȭɯɂ 

 Great Lent with its compunctionate 

atmosphere and the poetic speech of its hymns, 

indicates to us the way and the truth that leads us 

to true Life. It indicates to us the way of living 

ÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÞÐÛÏɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȮɯ6ÏÖɯÐÚɯɁÛÏÌɯ6ÈàȮɯÛÏÌɯ3ÙÜÛÏɯ

ÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ+ÐÍÌɂȭɯ-
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God of our Fathers 

 
      By Protopresbyter Fr. Thomas Bambinis 

 

 The atmosphere of Great Lent demands quiet, prayer and study. This, of course doesn't mean 

that we have to become otherworldly. The quiet of Great Lent is not identified with inactivity. The 

ÓÐÔÐÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÚÜ×ÌÙÍÓÜÖÜÚɯɁÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɂɯÈÕËɯÈÝÖÐding nonessential or even harmful sights doesn't have a 

negative content. They occur for time to be given to our own self for us to oversee our home better. It 

is a necessity we have so that our dark areas are enlightened and so that our internal and external life 

be smoothed out. 

 2ÖɯÛÏÌɯɁÍÙÜÐÛÍÜÓɂɯØÜÐÌÛɯÖÍɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÌÕÛɯÈÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÌÚɯÚÛÜËàɯÞÐÛÏɯ×ÙÈàÌÙȭɯ%ÜÙÛÏÌÙÔÖÙÌɯÞÌɯ.ÙÛÏÖËÖßɯ

study so that our disposition for prayer is warmed up and not for us to simply learn some new 

things. In this framework I think that the commentary of a scriptural text is timely, even if it is coming 

to us from the depth of tgwentyu centuries. The divine inspiration of a text gives its work a 

diachronic value. which we will now comment on. It may not have a direct relationship with the 

events which make us be impatient these days, however it gives us the bases upon which we can 

support our life today also. It gives us, especially, the capability of seeing behind the theater of the 

absurd which is played in the international scene lately, ma n's tragedy who is departing from God, 

ÉÜÛɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàɯÐÕɯÞÏÐÊÏɯɁÏÌɯÐÚɯ×ÜÙÐÍÐÌËɂɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÊÜÙÚÌɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÎÐÝÌÚɯÉÐÙÛÏɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÈÎÌËàȭ 

 The text which we will briefly comment on is the Epistle Reading which is read in the Sacred 

Churches on the Sunday of Orthodoxy. It is an excerpt from the Epistle to the Hebrews of the Apostle 

Paul which refers to Moses and the rightgeous ones of the Old Testament. We will especially 

ÊÖÔÔÌÕÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÏÙÈÚÌɯɁÉàɯÍÈÐÛÏɯ,ÖÚÌÚɯɂÉÌÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÎÙÌÈÛɂɯÙÌÍÜÚÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

daughter of Pharaoh, rather preferring to suffer hardship with the people of God rather than to have 

ÈɯÛÌÔ×ÖÙÈÓɯÌÕÑÖàÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÚÐÕɂȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÊÏÖÐÊÌɯÖÍɯ,ÖÚÌÚɯɁÛÖɯÚÜÍÍÌÙɯÈÓÖÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɂɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÙÌÚÜÓÛɯÖÍɯÒÕÖÞÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ

true God, the God of his Fathers, for this reason the commentary on this choice of Moses, in the 

framework of ecclesiastical life, must be done based on the theology of our holy Fathers. 

 The God of our faith is not a God of the dead, He is the God of the living. He is the God of our 

Fathers. Also, He is not an idea, a fleshless conception of thought or an idealization of human 

longings. He is a Trinity of persons, who are contained in one another, in other words, the one person 

ÓÐÝÌÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙȮɯÐÕɯÈɯÔÈÕÕÌÙɯÐÕÊÖÕÊÌÐÝÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÏÜÔÈÕɯÔÐÕËȭɯɁ(ɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɯÈÕd the Father in 

ÔÌɂɯȹ)ÕȭɯƕƘȯƕƔȺȮɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯ/ÏÐÓÐ×ȭɯ-ÖɯÏÜÔÈÕɯÞÖÙËȮɯÕÖɯÏÜÔÈÕɯÔÌÈÕÐÕÎɯÊÈÕɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌɯÖÙɯÊÖÕÊÌÐÝÌɯÖÍɯ

the nature and the life of the Holy Trinity. It is outside our capabilities.  

   However this infinite and incomprehensible God was revealed to the world. He spoke to the 

prophets as a fleshless Word. He conversed with the apostles, when the Logos-the Son of God-

ÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ/ÈÕÈÎÏÐÈɯÏÜÔÈÕɯÕÈÛÜÙÌɯÈÕËɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÍÖÙɯÜÚɯɁÛÏÌɯÚÖÕɯÖÍɯÔÈÕɂɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯɁÊÏÈÕÎÌɂɯÖÙɯ

alteration of his Godhead. He is revealÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȮɯÛÖɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÈÙÌɯɁ×ÜÙÌɯÐÕɯ

ÏÌÈÙÛɂȮɯÞÏÖɯɁÈÞÈÐÛɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÜ××ÌÙɯÙÖÖÔɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÔÐÕËɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȮɯÛÖɯÚÜ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯ'ÐÔȭɯ2ÖɯÛÏÐÚɯ

inconceivable God, who was revealed to the prophets, the apostles and to our fathers, is the God of 

our faith.  
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Orthodoxy and heresy                                                                                                                             

Constantly in the life of the Church, but especially on the Sunday of Orthodoxy, we celebrate the 

victory of the correct faith against all the heresies. The heresies were born in the area of the Church 

from Christians who were bound to Judaism or to the biases of human wisdom. These Christians 

hadn't tasted the personal relationship with God, for t his reason they made with their imagination 

idols of God. Heresy is born in the area of the imagination. It cannot prosper in a mind which rejects 

every imaginary image, every idol of God, which diverts him from his correct journey towards the 

true God. HoÞÌÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÜÌɯÍÈÐÛÏɯËÐËɯÕÖÛɯÖÊÊÜÙɯɁÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÉÓÖÖËɂȭɯ#ÌÊÌ×ÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯ

history proved to be very violent. This violence was strengthened by secular aims which sometimes 

were associated with the internal and external politics of the Eastern Roman Empire. It is known that 

pious emperors strove for the formulation of the correct dogmas of faith, in ecumenical synods, 

because they knew the very positive influence which the true faith had in human societies. It makes 

them healthy. Others however saw the faith as a simple means to obtain secular aims, not knowing 

that this must be associated with the revelation which the apostles and fathers received. For this 

reason they could in order to achieve the salvation of certain eparchies of the empire, falsify the faith 

(the Enotikon of Zeno) or to yield before the demands of heresy, in order to strengthen the military 

defense of Constantinople. (Synod of Ferrara-Florence).                                                                                                                   

The choice between the purity of the faith and political or national freedom is truly painful, when 

such a dilemma is posed. However this type of dilemma is crafted and is posed by people who don't 

understand the ecumenicity o f the Church and the universality of the correct faith.  

            The Fathers of the Church never entered into such quanderies. They saw beyond the borders, 

the tragedy which man experiences when he has mistaken viewpoints about God and lives cut 

off fro m Him. They wanted to enlighten all the nations with the knowledge of God and to make them 

joyful with the message of the resurrection. 

 Suffering along with the people  

 At this point we must say that the Fathers of the Church, following Moses' model, chos ÌɯɁÛÖɯ

ÚÜÍÍÌÙɯÈÓÖÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɯÙÈÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÛÌÔ×ÖÙÈÓɯÌÕÑÖàÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÚÐÕɂȭɯ3ÏÌɯɁ/ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÖÍɯ

&ÖËɂɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÚÐÔ×ÓàɯÛÏÌɯÉÈ×ÛÐáÌËȮɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÌàɯÞÏÖɯÖÉÛÈÐÕÌËɯÈÕɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÛÐÈÓɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕÛàɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÐÛÏɯÐÕɯ

ÞÏÐÊÏɯÛÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌɯÉÈ×ÛÐáÌËȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯɁÚÜÍÍÌÙÚɯÏÈÙËÚÏÐ×ɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɯÞÏÐÊÏɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯÒÕÖÞɯ&ÖËȭɯ

With this people the fathers of the Church chose, as its genuine shepherds, to suffer together with 

them. Ecclesiastical history, furthermore informs us that some of them, like the righteous ones of the 

Old TeÚÛÈÔÌÕÛɯɁÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÔÖÊÒÌÙÐÌÚɯÈÕËɯÞÏÐ××ÐÕÎÚȮɯÍÜÙÛÏÌÙÔÖÙÌɯÉÖÕËÚɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÐÚÖÕȭɯ

%ÜÙÛÏÌÙÔÖÙÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÔɯɁËÐÌËɯÔÜÙËÌÙÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÚÞÖÙËɂȮɯÚÏÌËËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÉÓÖÖËɯÌÐÛÏÌÙɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÕÖÙɯ

of the sacred icons or for the integrity of the two natures, the two wil ls and the two energies of Christ. 

They knew that everything, which does not have the true faith as a foundation, is in the area of sin. It 

is a mortal work, which binds man to the present age. For this reason, as the faith of these Fathers 

ɁÚÜ××ÖÙÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯÜÕÐÝÌÙÚÌɂȮɯÉÜÛɯÈÓÚÖɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯÓÐÍÌɯÖÍɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÜÚɯÛÖËÈàɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓȭ 
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