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  May 2015 

And so, Christ, the Life came in order to make death sleep. Hades takes Christ like every person. 

He swallows like bait the Heavenly Bread and he is caught by the hook of the Godhead. 

and Hades made shrieking heart-wrenching cries: “My belly is cutting me, Him whom I swallowed I cannot 

digest, a strange and different taste Him whom I ate, offered me. Whomever I ate previously, not even one 

ever bothered me. Is it, I wonder, Him whom Adam foretold to me, that “He will whip me, when He comes, 

with the Resurrection?” 

                                                                        By St. Romanos the Melodist 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 Christ is Risen! 

 May is a month with many important feasts.  On May 5
th

 we celebrate St. Irene the Greatmartyr and St. 

Ephraim of Nea Makri. With the many miracles associated with her martyrdom, Saint Irene converted 100,000 

people to Christianity! Saint Ephraim of Nea Makri is a newly revealed Saint, revealing the whereabouts of his 

relics 500 years after his martyrdom! We are privileged to have a piece of the mulberry tree upon which he was 

martyred which we will bring out for veneration on his feast day. We are also privileged to have his life sized icon 

in our Chapel of St. Nektarios.   

 On May 14
th

 we celebrate St. Isidore of Chios. According to tradition, all the villages he was dragged by 

as he was being tortured, produce mastic, as if the trees were shedding tears seeing the tortures of the saint! 

On Tuesday May 19
th 

at 9 PM we will celebrate one of my favorite services, the Vigil for the 

Leavetaking of Pascha! This service is the last one in which we chant the Christ is Risen! It is also a replica of 

the Paschal service. This is a service that those of you who are working on Sunday mornings or mornings in 

general can attend at and receive Holy Communion at night. 

 On May 21
st
 we celebrate Sts. Constantine and Helen! One of the articles in this bulletin talks a lot about 

him and the Edict of Milan, which in 313 A.D. gave freedom to the Christians to practice their faith and not be 

considered outlaws. In the hymns of our Church it is stressed how St. Constantine like St. Paul received his calling 

from heaven, and how his relics exuded healing myrrh!  

 This year Sts. Constantine and Helen’s feast coincides with the Great Feast of the Ascension when our 

Lord, 40 days after Pascha takes human nature up to heaven! 

 Now we are in the heart of our Annual Spring Festival Preparations. Please come and lend a helping 

hand and volunteer your time and talent during our Festival which is taking place from May 28th-31st. I would 

like to encourage both men and women to help. I thank all those who have helped up to this point. 

 On Sunday May 24
th

 we are having our Sunday School Graduation, and at the end of the Divine Liturgy 

there will be a special program. I would like to commend all our faithful Sunday School Teachers and our 

Directors Thalia Schmidt and Niki Hahalis on a job well done! 

On Monday, June 1st we will hold our Greek School Commencement at when our students will attend 

their classes for an hour and then present a program which I hope many of you can attend.    

This month’s main articles are a “Archbishop Luke, the Doctor (1877-1961)  and the Greeks”, by Mrs. 

Yiotas Paraskeva-Hatzikosta, Philologist, translated from the Paraklesis Magazine of the Metropolis of Lemesus, 

Cyprus, and “Constantine the Great and the Edict of Milan” by Protopresbyter George D. Metallinos, translated 

from the Peiraike Ecclesia Magazine.  

 I pray that the light and joy of the Resurrection always fill our hearts.  

Christ is Risen!                        
† Father Nicholas Palis         
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Constantine the Great 

and the Edict of Milan 
By Protopresbyter George D. Metallinos 

 

The Agreement of Milan and its historical consequences 

 

 

The so-called “Edict” of Milan is a “critical” 

initiative of a decisive character and 

simultaneously an juncture in Christian and 

worldwide history. According to the prevailing 

opinion, in February (probably) of 313, the 

Augustus Constantine (307-337) and his fellow 

Augustus Licinius (308-324) met in Milan (today’s 

Milan) with the opportunity of Licinius’ marriage 

with Constantine’s sister Constantia. In a special 

important meeting of theirs, decisions were made, 

which would change the course of the world. 

These decisions were imprinted in a text, which 

was preserved, in Latin by the orator and apologist 

of Christianity (+325) Lactantius (in his work De 

mortibus Persecutorum, ch. 48), and in a Greek 

translation by the ecclesiastical historian Eusebius 

(+340) in his Ecclesiastical History (X, 5) […]. 

 The prelude however of the decisions of 

Constantine-Licinius was written two years earlier. 

The Augustus Galerius (293-311), published, on 

April 30 311, in Sardica, a law for ceasing the 

persecutions, which with his own urging, had 

begun in 303. Galerius, moved by an adventure of 

his health (he died on 5/5/311), allowed freedom of 

religion and freedom of worship, putting an end to 

the persecution, which furthermore had a local 

character. 

 Christianity in the area of Galerius’ 

authority passed from illegality to the legality of an 

“allowed religion” (religio licita), not however also 

absolutely free. Christians were not able to do 

something contrary to the placed legislation, which 

protected the pagan religion. They didn’t have the 

right to spread, in other words, the Christian 

teaching. The fragility and limitedness of the law 

of Galerius is proven by the fact, that his fellow 

Augustus Maximinus, immediately afterwards, 

proclaimed a new  persecution against the 

Christians of the East. Furthermore, many 

contradictions of Galerius’ text have been noted. 

Christianity, on the one hand, is recognized (licit 

esse Christianos) with the condition however, that 

the Christians shall not proceed to any action 

which overturns the prevailing order, while their 

worship gatherings will be free, with the 

presupposition however, that petitions for the 

emperor shall be said.  

 Contrary to the law of Galerius, the 

decisions of Milan are fuller and wider. According 

to these, the Roman citizens had the right to follow 

the religion of their pleasure (freedom of 

conscience), unbound thus from the official state 

religion. For that time, this was tantamount to a 

seismic overturning of the state of the ancient 

world, and furthermore of the centralizing Roman 

empire which was difficult to move. 

 Consequently religious freedom is validated 

and furthermore in the whole empire. Furthermore 

the areas of worship and the ecclesiastical estate of 

the churches and of the local communities are 

returned to the Christians. Christian churches are 

recognized as places of asylum and the Christian 

feasts are included in the feasts of the State. 

Christianity, in other words, enters into the 

institutional structures of the empire. With these, 
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the Christian Church is offered the capability to 

continue her course unhampered. 

 The importance of these decisions is huge in 

this also, because the till then unequal handling of 

Christians is restored in relation to the followers of 

other religions. While with the granting of freedom 

also to enter into Christianity, the course of the 

catholic Church opened towards her final triumph. 

The validation of the principle of general freedom 

of religion and religious freedom now also 

includes the Christians, something which 

comprised an unheard of state decision. 

 The decisions furthermore bear essential 

overturnings in the foundational structure of the 

state. Thus the ancient state legislation about 

paganism and the worship of the goddess Rome 

and of the emperor is surpassed, something which 

till then comprised an essential reason for the 

persecution of Christians. This however doesn’t 

mean that Christianity accepted by exception some 

privileges, as repeatedly our more ancient and 

more recent pagans repeatedly write in their texts. 

Very simply, the capability was given also to 

Christianity, utilizing its moral validity and 

spiritual strength, in the persons mainly of its 

Saints, to draw in a constantly increasing quota of 

great numbers of citizens of the empire. And this 

because from being persecuted, the Christian 

religion was placed on the same level with the state 

religion and whatsoever other religion. 

 It is not, consequently, an exaggeration to 

speak of “an exceptionally important juncture 

for the history which all the other religions and not 

only Christianity had.” The historian Vasiliev 

correctly observes on this point: “the Edict of Milan 

not only gave the Christians the right to exist, but it 

also placed them under the protection of the State”. 

 It is however a fact, that the decisions of 

Constantine-Licinius had unpleasant consequences 

for the pagan religion (idolatry), which was 

lowered de jure from an official religion of the state 

to one of the religions of the empire. This, the 

pagan historian Zosimos (+518), will not forgive to 

Constantine the Great, who while in 

administrational matters he praises the politics of 

Constantine, he accuses him very bitterly for the 

harm he caused to the pagan religion. 

 From neopaganists of our age, the false 

position is supported and spread, that with the 

decision of Milan Christianity was shown to be an 

official religion of the Roman State. And this is 

supported, in order to strike Constantine the Great. 

And yes, on the one hand, during Constantine’s 

reign, the road will open, this however will not 

happen during Constantine the Great’s reign but 

during Theodosius the Great’s reign (+395), who 

with his “concerning faith” edict (February 380) 

proceeded to a “direct recognition of Christianity 

as an official religion, having the condescension of 

his fellow emperor’s Gratian (375-383) and 

Valentinian 2 (+392), and this for the sake of the 

unity of the empire. It had already been 

ascertained, that only Christian Orthodoxy would 

be able to keep this unity. 

 In 381 in Constantinople, a second Edict was 

published only by Theodosius, with which 

Christianity, as Orthodoxy, was recognized as “the 

official religion of the State “of the one highest in 

trinity God”, according to the theology of the 

Ecumenical Synods of Nicaea (1) and 

Constantinople (2). 

 Of course, again talk about special imperial 

favor towards the Christian faith is not allowed. 

The prevailing of Christianity as Orthodoxy is due 

to its internal dynamism and its spiritual 

superiority, which was spread even more, due to 

the decline, the fall and internal crumbling of the 

ancient religion….[…] 

  

The motives of Constantine the Great 
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That however, which has particular importance is, 

that Constantine the Great had the main and 

central role in the decisions of Milan. And this is 

what the impartial, at least, research accepts. The 

validation of the religious freedom of Christians, 

and furthermore in the whole expanse of the 

empire, is, as is gathered from matters, his own 

work. More than both Galerius and Licinius, 

Constantine had realized that the religious 

oppositions and clashes had disturbed the public 

life, with incalculable consequences for its stability 

and smooth course. 

 Already after the event at the Milvian 

bridge in 312 the radical change in Constantine’s 

attitude and his conversion became felt. In the 

place of the God Sun (Sol Invictus), which as a 

monotheist he also, like his father, had accepted, he 

was able-not, of course, without the energy of the 

Grace of God –to place Jesus Christ projecting, 

with all his actions and energies, in the army and 

the Administration, the turning to the person of 

Christ as the only true God. 

 The reasons for Constantine’s conversion 

have been repeatedly sought. There are historians, 

who put forth the aims, which according to their 

thought the emperor had to have, in the pursuit 

furthermore of the monocracy. The matters, 

however, as they are presented in the 

contemporary sources, don’t allow the rendering of 

the emperor’s conversion to clearly political aims. 

The Christians, furthermore, in the age of the 

decisions of Milan, but also in the greater part of 

the 4th century, were a minority, as is generally 

accepted in scholarship. It was not possible, 

however, for Constantine to not discern the 

dynamism of the Christian element and its 

constantly increasing influence on the population 

of the empire, something which “the response of 

the Hellenic-Roman world to the Christian faith 

showed, even during the period of the 

persecutions. 

 The brilliant emperor was able, with God’s 

Grace, to ascertain that “the Church had-already- 

in the beginnings of the 4th century, ended up an 

important factor for the formulation of the public 

and private life of Roman society.” So we must 

accept that Constantine initially was shown a 

prudent and responsible, but also a clairvoyant 

leader, perceiving the future development of 

Christianity and its importance for the empire, and 

this in a period, when, as was said, the Christians 

in terms of population were a minority. We must 

consequently accept that Constantine had the 

internal presuppositions to see matters, which the 

other Roman leaders were unable to see. 

 Very correctly His Eminence the 

Metropolitan of Peiraia Sir Seraphim observed that 

no correlation is allowed between the decisions of 

Milan and today’s inter-Christian and 

interreligious ecumenism. We absolutely agree 

with his interpetational approach. As he writes, 

“initially it is not precise, that the Edict of Milan 

established freedom of religion. The Edict 

expresses more, the will and decision of 

Constantine the Great, and less of Licinius, to cease 

the fearful and unjust persecutions of the Roman 

State against the Christians and to allow them also 

to freely exercise their faith and worship, as this 

applied obviously to the other subjects of the 

empire, even to the Jews”. The freedom of religion 

was an excuse “to avert thoughts for favor towards 

Christians and the increase of hate against them”. 

 Constantine the Great’s dispositions show 

also from the continuation of his attitude toward 

Christianity and the Church till the last days of his 

life. The fact, furthermore, that in his person the 

Roman emperor, master of the whole world, 

accepted and supported already from 311 (schism 

of the Donatists) the synodical system of the 

Church, the more democratic worldwide 

institution, means that he reached the point of 

abolishing himself, as emperor, in order to be 

shown forth as “an apostle among kings” of Christ, 

continuing with his own choice, in the 

ecclesiastical body, the position of the Seven of the 

Acts of the Apostles (ch. 6) and taking the position 
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of Steven. All these things however were possible 

only with God’s Grace. Without God’s acting, it is 

impossible for the conversion of the emperor 

Constantine to be understood. 

 The observation of our great historian 

Constantine Paparregopoulos is important. 

Constantine, he writes, “towards Christianity was 

able to live otherwise than as he lived. He was able 

to not protect or to persecute it”. In this direction 

the judgement of our teacher, the ever memorable 

Gerasimos Konidaris, also moves: “If Constantine 

the Great moved only by political reasons had 

favored Christianity, then after the first and second 

disappointment (for example after the repeated 

Christian schisms for example Donatists) he would 

have followed different politics”. In any case, 

answering those who don’t have the 

presupposition to see Constantine the Great thus, 

we underline, that Orthodoxy supports his honor 

as a saint, equal to the apostles, not on his 

benefactions towards it, but based on her 

haghiological criteria: 1) on the event of his vision 

of god (“as Paul having received the calling from 

heaven”) and 2) in what is known to everyone in 

common in New Rome- Constantinople, that from 

his reliquary, healing myrrh poured forth. These 

are the immovable haghiological criteria of 

Orthodoxy, which apply also in the case of our first 

Christian emperor. His benefactions towards 

Christianity and the Church were an outflow of his 

being engraced by God, which showed him forth 

from a newly illumined one, to one equal to the 

apostles and finally to the thirteenth Apostle of His 

Church. 

 

The consequences of the Decisions of Milan for Christianity and the World 

 

 

The Decisions of Milan, in general, introduced for 

the first time in history, institutionally validated 

freedom of religion and religious freedom, opening 

the road for a new form of society and a 

philanthropic State, founded on the freedom of the 

conscience of its citizens on their spiritual seekings. 

Nevertheless human wickedness and sin will not 

thwart, in the future, the fragmentation of the 

initially united Christian Europe with the heretical 

medley and the alteration of Christianity, which 

led to its current dechristianization. No matter how 

much that great decision of 313 was perverted, the 

unheard of acceptance and institution on the part 

of a worldwide state, like Ancient Rome, remains 

in history as a landmark of (religious) tolerance, 

which is expressed in action, as respect for the 

choices of the human conscience. 

 Our chief historian Constantine 

Paparregopoulos particularly illumines 

Constantine the Great’s contribution to this victory 

of Man, as a prelude simultaneously of the 

triumph of the Christian faith, comparing him to 

Alexander the Great. Alexander with the founding 

of the supernational state prepared the ground for 

the spreading of the new faith, Constantine offered 

it the capability of prevailing. Our historian 

considers, for this reason, both of these great 

figures instruments of divine Grace. Despite the 

later grievous developments in the Christian West 

and more generally in the Christian world, with 

the returning to religious fanaticism and every 

type of humiliation of the human person, the 

“Decisions of Milan” permanently remain as the 

most important witness for what a political 

authority can offer, when it accepts the faith of 

Christ, and allows itself to be led by His Grace.  

 Despite all these things, through the 

struggles of the Holy Fathers, who don’t cease to 

move in the boundaries of the spirit of Milan, in 

apostolic and patristic Orthodoxy, and not 

naturally in its various bad imitations, outside, but 

also within Orthodoxy, the spirit of Milan 

continues, which is the official inner historical 

validation of the axiomatic word of our Christ: 
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 “Whosoever wishes…” (Mt. 16:24).. 

 While it is very triumphantly proven that 

there, where religious freedom , even “Christianly” 

is circumvented, it no longer is the Orthodoxy of 

Christ and of His Saints, but either a heresy, or one 

identified with heresies, like today’s Ecumenism, 

false-orthodoxy. 

 Furthermore, all the later efforts of human 

society to validate anew, worldwide, the freedom 

of religious conscience, is merely a fruit of the will 

for a dynamic return to the spirit of 313. For this 

freedom, the great Greek Orthodox sage of the 18th 

century Eugenios Voulgaris (1716-1806) struggled, 

introducing to the Greek speaking world his own 

Greek term “ανεξιθρησκεία» [i.e. freedom of 

religion] and this after the peak of the religious 

wars in European society and its constant 

bloodbaths with the clashes of the Papal and 

Protestant world.  

 And while the atheistic or religiously 

indifferent enlightenment would push the “natural 

religion”, and in essence a new idolatry, Eugenios 

Voulgaris, as patristic, will bring back the request 

for freedom of religion and religious freedom, 

moving in the wheel of the spirit and decisions of 

Milan. 

 We will conclude with the speech of a 

distinguished person of our Letters, an excellent 

knower of the Western world and its historical 

adventures. 

 Panayiotis Kanellopoulos (1902-1986) 

indicates with the following manner the 

importance of Constantine the Great and his 

offering to Europe, and through this to the world: 

“Rome had begun falling apart. Constantine, 

foreseeing that the roof would fall to crush him, 

leaves from Italy, takes the name of Rome, and 

moves it, as if it were a simple piece of luggage, to 

Byzantium. Thus the West separated from the East 

[…] 

 Was the West estranged through and 

through from the East? No! Constantine didn’t just 

sacrifice the West, but he also delivered it. The 

sacrifice occurred upon a new altar. 

 Constantine seeing that the catacombs had 

eaten up now the foundations of the ancient world, 

took the catacombs and he lifted them up to the 

light. […] 

 Constantine didn’t just save the Roman 

State, moving it, even as a piece of luggage from 

the West to the East, but he also delivered the 

West, taking the God, who had dawned in the East, 

and installing him manifestly and officially in his 

whole state, in East and West. 

 Thus the West didn’t remain only free to 

mix with the North – with the new barbarian and 

incorrupt blood – but it accepted and embraced 

also the most beautiful, the sweetest and springiest 

offshoot of the East, Jesus.  

 

An essay for the Conference which the Sacred Metropolis of Peiraia held, on November 7, 2013, 

with the topic “The Edict of Milan (313 A.D.) From the Christian to the dechristianized Europe”. 

 

(Translated from the Magazine Peiraike Ecclesia, vol. 259, May 2014, pp. 16-20.) 
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SAINT NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 

 TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2015 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER & SPIRITUAL THOUGHTS 

Father Alexandros Petrides opened the meeting with a prayer, and shared with the council some 

thoughts on apophatic theology 

REPORT OF PRIESTS  

Father Alexandros Petrides reported that the 2015 Metropolis Clergy Family Retreat is from March           

3 – 5, 2015.    

Father Alexandros Petrides reported that the APC 2015 National Clergy Retreat will be held from 

November 3-6, 2015 at Paradise Point in San Diego, California. 

Father Alexandros Petrides provided an update on Lenten Activities: 

Passport to Pascha is off and running again and is well received 

Greek School is rehearsing a number of songs in advance of their Greek       

Independence/Evangelismos celebration 

The Sunday School is actively participating in the Divine Liturgies. 

Altar Boys are putting together a schedule for the remainder of Lent and Holy Week 

Plans are in place for a Holy Friday Retreat. 

Father Alexandros Petrides gave a recap of all the youth and church organizations: 

M.O.M. group will have Lenten Retreat with Dr. Philip Mamalakis on Friday March 20th from 5-7pm.  

The moms will be invited to attend the Salutations service following the meeting and then the dads 

will be invited to an hour long talk following the Salutations service. 

Local Oratorical Festival is on March 4th 

2nd GOYA Bible Study will be held on Sunday March 22. 

There are preliminary talks in place for a GOYA Basketball scrimmage with Lancaster and Reading. 

Efforts to raise money for Camp Nazareth Scholarships will start up again soon as well as fundraising 

efforts to offset the cost of the bus ride up there. 

Men’s Basketball has been set for March 22 from 8:30  10:00 at St. Francis on Bridle Path Road in 

Bethlehem. 

ROLL CALL & ACTIONS ON EXCUSES FOR ABSENCE 

Absent: Joel Garcia 

Present:  Father Nicholas Palis, Father Alexandros Petrides, George Mouhlas, William Argeros, Stanley 

M. Vasiliadis, Manny Economedes, Nicholas Kapsalis, Athanasios Gentis, Manny Tatalias, Peter Dectis, 

John Zannakis, Dimitri Economou, George Lioudis, Valante Fliakos, Kosta Hristofas, Ted Evangelou 

4.   MEETING MINUTES 

Athanasios Gentis presented the Minutes for the February Council Meeting. Peter Dectis made a 

motion to accept the minutes as corrected, seconded by Nicholas Kapsalis.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

Athanasios Gentis presents three letter s of communications.  Diocese of Athens thanking our parish 

for making a donation to the food banks of Greece, The Holy Cross Hellenic College inviting us to a 
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Presidential Dinner, and the National Herald asking our parish to donate to their 100th anniversary 

special edition. 

Father presents a letter of thanks from the Bishop of Madagascar thanking us for our efforts in helping 

his ministries. 

Bill Argeros makes a motion to purchase two tickets for the Presidential dinner at Holy Cross.  Kosta 

Hristofas second the motion.  Motion Passes unanimously. 

5.  TREASURER’S REPORT   

Kostas Hristofas reports that the total income for the time period between February 1, 2015 and 

February 28, 2015 totaled:  $28,358.34. Additionally, Kosta Hristofas reported that the expenses for the 

same time period totaled:  $59,040.32.  Net Income totaled:  -$30,681.98. 

Bill Argeros makes a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented. The motion was seconded 

by Peter Dectis.  The motion passed unanimously. 

6. CALENDAR 

Bill Argeros discussed a few of the necessary steps that need to be taken for Pascha and Holy Week.  

Stanley M. Vasiliadis makes a motion to allocate $750 from Liturgical Operations to provide an outdoor 

sound system.  Nicholas Kapsalis seconds the motion.  The motion passes unanimously. 

George Mouhlas discusses the Palm Sunday Luncheon.  A menu and a few logistics are discussed. 

George Lioudis and Manny Tatalias discuss the resurrection meal after the paschal liturgy 

7.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Manny Economedes passed out a completed committee list and which committee each council member 

is on.  Manny suggests the committees meet on a quarterly basis and to hash out goals and purposes.  

Manny also requested that each committee presents a report. 

Academy 

Smart Board update:  There are two Smart Boards systems at the church that will be installed shortly. 

Stewardship 

March 25, 2015 will be the first leadership conference meeting at the church.  107 family units will be 

invited to the event to thank them and gather ideas from them on how to increase Stewardship. 

Manny Economedes reports that the new Stewardship open houses will begin in April with 3 parish 

members hosting Stewardship gatherings.  Manny also outlined that there will be 42 total open houses 

and also explains how the gatherings will operate. 

There will be a Stewardship committee meeting every Thursday at 7:00 pm.  

Building and Grounds 

Fire Alarm System 

Manny Economedes reports that there was a hold up in the permit process that has prevented Star 

Security from installing the new fire alarm system. 

Manny Economedes reports that 2 copy companies have visited and are the process of putting a bid 

together.  Two other companies are scheduled to visit.   

Computer 

Manny Economedes reports that East Penn Business will be installing the new church Wi-Fi system 

throughout the church.  They have ordered the parts and are awaiting arrival of them. 

Dome 

Peter Dectis reports that he is in the process of gathering names of engineering firms to assess the 

damage to the dome. 
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Festival meeting was successful with plenty of ideas.  The week after Pascha will begin preparations for 

the next festival. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Centennial - Father Nicholas Palis reports that there has been no word yet from the Archdiocese on 

whether or not the dates selected for the centennial are available to Archbishop Demetrios.  Many 

Economedes volunteers to chair the event. 

AED Training- Father Alexandros Petrides will schedule training but not certification of use of the 

AED machine after Great Lent.   

NEW BUSINESS 

Bill Argeros has expressed concern and recommends establishing a protocol and order by which 

church organizations request for assistance and services from other church organizations. 

St. Photios Banquet: 2 people have been nominated from our parish to be honored and pending their 

approval council will be notified of who has been selected. 

Walk Through History: Numerous parish members have inquired about displaying the history of the 

community.  Manny suggests that the hallway between the narthex and the first set of double doors be 

designated for a walk through history.  There will be a meeting in April to discuss this project further.  

George Glaros, Manny Bakis, and Zaharoula Roumeliotis 

Child Icon Stand: Manny Economedes suggest that a second child icon stand be placed in the narthex 

so that small children are all able to venerate the icons. 

Directory: Anthony Petas, George Nassif, Barbara Panaratos, have volunteered to spearhead the 

directory effort.  They will meet in the middle of April to discuss this project. 

Father Nicholas Palis reports he had a conversation with the iconographer Kosta about the final phase 

of the iconography along the walls of the nave and that the plans for those icons will be available soon. 

May 9th there will be a joint session of parish councils meeting for a retreat at the Holy Protection 

Monastery.  
Motion to Adjourn by George Mouhlas seconded by George Lioudis.  Motion passed unanimously.  Father 

Alexandros Petrides gave the closing prayer. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

Dean Secretary Parish Council President 

Rev. Nicholas Palis  Tom Gentis Emmanuel Economedes 
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May 2015 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 
5PM Rehearsal 

7 PM GOYA 

Basketball 

2 
 
2:30 PM Wedding 

 
7:00 PM  Great Vespers 

 
3 
GODPAREN
TS 

7:45 AM Orthros 
9:05 AM Div. Liturgy 
10:30 AM Sun. School 

 

4 
4:30 PM Greek School 
5:30 PM Sr.Olympians 
6 PM  Vespers 
7:00 PM Bible Study 

58ΑMOrthros/Liturgy 
(St. Irene) 

4:30 PM Pee Wee 

Olympians (4yr-3rd Gr) 

6 PM OCF Meeting 

6 7 
 
7:00 PM Vespers 
 

 

8 
8 ΑM Orthros/Liturgy 

(St. John the Theologian 

7 PM GOYA Bible 

Study 

9 10 AM Parish 

Council Retreat at Holy 

Protection  

 
7:00 PM  Great Vespers 

 
107:15 AM Orthros 
8:30 AM D. Liturgy 
9:45 AM Sun. School 
10:15 AM D. Liturgy 

 

11 
12:00 PM S. Citizens 
4:30 PM Greek School 
5:30 PM Sr.Olympians 
7:00 PM Bible Study 

12 
4:30 PM Pee Wee 

Olympians (4yr-3rd 

Grade) 

 

13 
 
6:00 PM Acad. Adv.  
6:30 PM Acad. PTO 

7:00 PM Vespers 
 
 

14 
8 ΑM Orthros/Liturgy 

(St. Isidore of Chios) 

 
6 PM Paraclesis 

 

15 16 
 
3 PM Philoptochos 

 
7:00 PM  Great Vespers 

 
17 
7:15 AM Orthros 
8:30 AM D. Liturgy 
9:45 AM Sun. School 
10:15 AM D. Liturgy 

 

18 
 
4:30 PM Greek School 
5:30 PM Sr.Olympians 

 

19 4:30 PM Pee Wee 

Olympians (4yr-3rd Gr) 
9:00 PM Vigil  

(Leavetaking of 

Pascha) 

 

20 
 
7 PM  Vespers 

21 8 ΑM 

Orthros/Liturgy 
(Ascension) 
 
6 PM Paraclesis 

 

22 
 
6 PM Rehearsal 

 

23 
 
4:00 PM Wedding 

 
7:00 PM  Great Vespers 

 
24 SS 

GRADUATION 
7:45 AM Orthros 
9:05 AM Div. Liturgy 
10:30 AM Sun. School 

 

25 9:00 AM -11:00 

AM Memorials at Cedar 

Hill Cemetery 

 

5:30 PM Sr.Olympians 
 

 

26 
4:30 PM Pee Wee 

Olympians (4yr-3rd 

Grade) 

7 PM  Vespers 

 

27  
8 ΑM Orthros/Liturgy 

(St. John the Russian) 

28 
12:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
SPRING FESTIVAL 
 
 

29 
11:00 AM – 9:00 PM 

SPRING FESTIVAL 
 

30 8 ΑM 

Orthros/Liturgy 

(Saturday of Souls) 

11:00 AM – 9:00 PM 

SPRING FESTIVAL 
 
7:00 PM  Great Vespers 

 31PENTECOST 
7:45 AM Orthros 
9:05 AM Div. Liturgy 
10:30 AM Kneeling 
Vespers 
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Archbishop Luke, the doctor (1877-1961)  

and the Greeks 
By Mrs. Yiotas Paraskeva-Hatzikosta, Philologist 

 
 In the year 2011, 50 years were completed from the repose of the contemporary Saint of Orthodoxy, 

Archbishop Luke of Crimea. The unmercenary and philanthropic doctor, the great martyr convict of the 

“gulags”, the popular archbishop with the rare personality, was an emblematic figure of Russian medicine with a 

huge scholarly work, but he also was an artist with important rewards in painting, an intellectual and thinker, 

with an unquenchable passion from his adolescent years till his deep old age for knowledge and the truth. 

 Saint Luke, in the world Valentin Voino-Yiasenetsky, had a special relationship with Greece and Greeks 

during his earthly life. Initially we should note that he was born in Kertz of Crimea, the ancient Greek 

Pontikapaio, a colony of the Milesians, which was full of Greek inscriptions and ancient remnants. Later on in 

Kiev, where he was transported with his family, he breathed the air of the Byzantine inheritance: in the River 

Dnieper, the Russians were baptized in 988 A.D., Saint Sophia, the cathedral church built on the model of the 

brilliant church of Constantinople of the same name, the Monastery of the Lavra of the Caves where the young 

Valentin often spent time functioned with the rubric of the Studium Monastery of Constantinople. 

 From his younger years he pondered about the serious existential questions, he read a lot of philosophical 

books and with interest attended the various artistic movements of his time and the ideological currents. It seems 

that during his many year long studies in the School of Fine Arts and in Medicine he had delved also in ancient 

Greek philosophy but also in Patristic literature and the history of the Byzantine period, as the many related 

references of his reveal, in his letters, homilies and sermons. The hierarch and professor Voino Yiasenetsky 

considered the ancient Greeks as seekers of wisdom and the truth, he admired some of these who reached to 

heights of philosophical concepts and with the spermatic logos they approached the Word of God. In his texts he 

refers quite a few times to ancient Greek sages and philosophers whose work he knows (like Lycurgus, Solon, 

Anaxagoras, Pythagoras, Aristotle, Plotinus), admiring their high achievements. He notes characteristically: “The 

ancient Hellenes were a very deep thinking people. From the bosom of this people, the greatest philosophers of 

the ancient world came out, who to this day also remain unsurpassed. The Hellenes were a people who thirsted 

for everything wise, and their representatives listened with attention at the Areos Pagos to the speech of the 

Apostle Paul, having the sense that he is speaking about something which they don’t know. “the Greeks seek 

wisdom, while we preach Christ crucified, a scandal to the Jews, on the one hand, while to Greeks foolishness”. 

We are preaching Christ, saying that He is the utmost power of God and His wisdom, wisdom which proved 

foolishness all the wisdom of the world. We know now that the beginning of wisdom is not found in books, 

written by humans, but in the fear of God”. 

 He notes, also, in the texts of ancient Greek literature, the deep agony and the seeking of the true God. 

Here let’s recall Saint Justin, the philosopher, apologist, and martyr of the 2nd c. A.D. who says that the seeds of 

the correct faith concerning God in the pre-Christ philosophy is the direct revelation of God to the sincere seekers 

of the truth. Archbishop Luke, stresses simultaneously, the most important event for the human race, the divine 

intervention in history with the incarnation of the Son of God and the Revelation: “All the ancient world 

impatiently awaited who and when the darkness will be chased away, when that Human will come, whom Plato 

dreamed of, who would teach people how to behave towards God. The ancient world awaited a Revelation, 

awaited the Deliverer, awaited to be saved from evil and to know the truth. The ancient Hellenes reached to a 

conclusion which must be considered one of the greatest achievements of man. In the person of Socrates, man 

came to know and confessed that he does not know anything….The Lord Jesus Christ brought us the full 

Revelation of God. He revealed such a teaching which people could never think of, before which all the world 

remained dazzled”. 
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 He furthermore notes as a positive element, the fact that from the religion of the ancient Greeks, the 

worship of animals was missing (in opposition to that of the Egyptians). He condemns, of course, the polytheism 

and the rendering to these gods, human passions such as enmity between them, fornication, revengefulness, 

mentioning that the religious conscience of the peoples was darkened, even of the most advanced ones, till the 

light of the knowledge of God shone to the pagan world with the incarnation of the Godman. 

   Archbishop Luke particularly also admired the rich and very rich Greek language, which was cultivated 

in the passage of the ages and which was the vehicle for the spreading of the Gospel. We are informed by the 

important biographer of Saint Luke, the Archimandrite Nektarios Antonopoulos, that Archbishop Luke, who 

knew many languages, had tried to learn Ancient Greek, despite the burden of work which he had as an eminent 

surgeon, university professor and scholar. 

 Luke Voino-Yiasenetsky was a restless and deep soul, who had delved in the secular wisdom and 

philosophy. He was familiar with meanings such as insight and intuition, which he placed in the framework of 

the spiritual life. The saint had gained the knowledge of God and mystical experiences through bloody struggles, 

persecutions, mockeries, unbearable pains of soul and body and ceaseless service to his suffering fellow man. 

Forbearing the great pain, his own and of the people around him, he became sanctified, so as to be able to say the 

following: 

 “We are living that deep and mystical knowledge, which the philosophers call insight. Insight or intuition 

is the knowledge of the truth, the knowledge of the essence of matters not with the mind which is limited but 

with the heart and our whole being. Thus our soul, many times in a mystical manner, knows the high things”. 

 So he was led, beyond human wisdom and the philosophical forms to the mystical paths of communion 

with God, obtaining the “utmost Desired One”. He himself wrote “Philosophy is deep but theological thinking 

and the higher form of prayer, which the Fathers call noetic prayer is even deeper. The depth of communion in 

Spirit which the holy people have with God is inconceivably great”.  

 Archbishop Luke, aside from the ancient Greek culture, also admired the unique offering of Byzantium, 

which sealed the history and the culture of his country, since the Russians received the Orthodox faith, the 

philosophical texts in translation, the art, the writings of the Fathers of the Church and the tradition in 

philanthropy from Byzantium. He often refers to the role of the thousand year long Byzantine Empire as a 

champion of Orthodoxy and especially to the Ecumenical Synods which dealt with the heresies which troubled 

the Church. He also had quite a bit of knowledge about iconoclasm and its martyrs and confessors, such as 

Stephen the New and Theodore the Studite. His references to saints of the Byzantine period but also to Fathers of 

the Church and to their works, such as the Three Hierarchs, surprise the contemporary reader. Finally, we should 

mention that as Archbishop of Symferopol during the time of the dreadful pogroms (persecutions) which the 

atheist state of his homeland leashed against the Greeks and the other minorities in the area of the Crimea, he 

firmly opposed it with fiery sermons in the Greek Church of the Holy Trinity, where he would liturgize, and 

despite the danger his own life underwent. 

 Saint Luke, the doctor, who from 1995 has been officially canonized, even though of Russian descent, and 

from the Church Triumphant continues showing a particular favor towards the Greeks, as even his fellow 

compatriots admit. Hundreds of miracles have been documented in Greece, some also in our island (Cyprus). In 

his honor tens of churches are being erected in his honor in the Greek land. As a people and as a nation, may we 

have his intercessions.  

  

(Translated from Paraklesis Magazine of the Metropolis of Lemesus, Cyprus, May-June 2011, Vol. 60, 

pp. 17-19.) 
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PARISH NEWS  /  UPCOMING EVENTS 
SENIOR CITIZENS: ATTENTION: we will meet again in June 8 , 2015.. Senior Citizens meetings are on the 

second  Monday of each Month 12:00  pm in  Cambanes Ηall.  Everyone one is welcome ages 50 and 

over.  

FROM THE ICONOGRAPHY COMMITTEE: It's not too late! Please contact Fr. Palis or Steve Kandianis if you 

are interested in sponsoring one of the following icons soon to be placed in the Narthex: St. Porphyrios 

of Kavsokalyvia, St. George Karslides, St. Nicholas Planas, St. Panagis Basias, St. Moses the Ethiopean.. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mr. Spyro Gellos and Dr. James Chiades who on April 19th received the St. 

Photios Award from our Metropolis for their great dedication to our Cathedral. 

THANKS. We thank all those donors who offered donations for decoration of the icons, the Epitaphion, 

the Church, for the lambs, eggs as well as those who offered their work, to have a beautiful Lenten 

period and blessed Pascha. 

THANK YOU  TO THE ZUMAS FAMILY for their generosity every year they donating the whole 

Lamb for the resurrection dinner mageiritsa. God bless you. 

  

SOCIAL MATTERS AND  SACRAMENTS 

WEDDINGS 

BIRTHS 
CONGRATULATIONS to Tavis & Maritsa Grotenhuis for the birth of their twins. Best wishes to proud grandparents 

James & Kay Lahanas 

BAPTISMS 

DEPARTURES 

For The Youth. 

PAN HELLENIC SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION- HELLENIC BIRTHRIGHT never been to Greece? Hellenic 

birthright is your life changing opportunity.  The program is a journey that will take place during 

June19-July-19, and the Foundation will cover all costs less airfare and incidentals for 20 students. 

Application Now Available at www.panhellenicscholarships.org Application deadline: Friday, March 

27, 2015.                                                                                                                                                                  

2015 GRADUATING SENIORS OF FREEDOM AND LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOLS: are invited to be considered for the 

Bethlehem Daughters of Penelope "Good Citizenship Award."  Submit your name and a list of your 

activities and other contributions of good citizenship to Mary Moukoulis (via Church Office) before 

May 1st. Applicants must be children of Greek descendants, graduating F.H.S. or L.H.S. in June 2015.                                                                     

OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR HIGH SCHOOL AND UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS: Homer Chapter 

#65, Order of AHEPA, of Bethlehem, Order of AHEPA Lehigh Chapter # 60 Allentown, PA, Daughters of 

Penelope Scholarship, Pan-Karabunian Society, Theodoridis Scholarship. Applications, rules and 

information at the Church Office, or at  http://www.stnicholas.org                                                                                                                     

THE PARISH EDUCATION COMMITTEE IS NOTIFYING that the Board of the Trust Fund is giving scholarships 

to high school graduates of the parish with a required condition that the amount must be matched by 

donor/or donors. 

 

 

 

http://www.panhellenicscholarships.org/
http://www.stnicholas.org/
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2015 PARISH COMMITTEES AND COMMITTEE  MEMBERS. 
 

Committee Contact   Committee Contact 

          

Academy Deb Hrousis   Missions Nitsa Vasiliadis 

  Manuel Economedes     Kosta Hristofas 

          

Building & Grounds Pete Dectis   Philoptochos Debbie Mouhlas 

  Tom Gentis     George Mouhlas 

  Bill Argeros       

      Scholarship Valante Fliakos 

Bulletins Kosta Hristofas     Joel Garcia 

        Kosta Hristofas 

Festival Pete Dectis     George Mouhlas 

  George Lioudis       

      Sunday School  Nikki Hahalis 

Greek School  Ted Evangelou     

Manuel 

Economedes 

          

Hall Rental Joel Garcia   Stewardship 

Dimitri 

Economou 

        Joel Garcia 

Long Range Planning Bill Argeros     Kosta Hristofas 

  Valante Fliakos     Nick Kapsalis 

  Kosta Hristofas     George Lioudis 

  George Lioudis     

Stanley 

Vasiliadis 

  Stanley Vasiliadis       

      Trusts Valante Fliakos 

Youth Pete Dectis     George Mouhlas 

  Tom Gentis     John Zannakis 

Parishioners are encouraged to join the above committees if they wish. 
 


