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June 2015 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 

Christ is in our midst! 

 

 I would like to thank all those who supported our Annual Festival this year, our Chairman Mr. Peter 

Dectis and his Cochairmen  Mr. George Lioudis, Mr. Manny Tatalias and all their committees along with all those 

who cooked, prepared, served, cleaned, gave church tours, sang songs, performed folk dances, donated, and helped 

in any other way.   

  

 On Sunday June 7
th

 we are honoring our High School and College Graduates. If you have not already 

given your information about our Graduates to the Church Office, please do so! 

 

On this same Sunday we are having our Church Picnic at Bicentennial Park. I hope that all of you can 

come. A lot of fun activities and good food and fellowship are planned. 

  

 On Monday June 8
th

 we begin the Apostles Fast in honor of the struggles and labors of the Holy Apostles 

to spread the Christian faith. This fast goes till the 29
th

 of June and many times people don’t realize this is a fasting 

period because the timing of this fast fluctuates as it begins on the Monday after All Saints Sunday. During this 

fast fish is allowed since the Apostles were fishermen.  

  

 On Sunday June 21
st
, 6 of our JOY age children will be going to Camp Nazareth! Camp is a life 

transfiguring experience, and I ask that you keep Fr. Alexandros and all our JOY children in prayer so that it may 

be a very spiritually beneficial experience.   

  

 The main articles in this bulletin are:  “Purification, The Wall of the Pure Ones” by Nektarios, the 

Metropolitan of Argolidos, and “He who has obtained humblemindedness” by Archimandrite Aimilianos the 

former Abbot of Simonopetra and The Holy Apostles, by St. Romanos the Melodist. 

 

I pray that all these articles prove beneficial. 

 

May God bless all of you during this summer season.  

 

 

 
† Father Nicholas Palis         
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Purification 

The Wall of the pure ones 

 
By His Eminence the Metropolitan of Argolidos Sir Nektarios 

 

“Purification” 

 A word which they enlist when some scandals, existent or constructed become known. So they enlist 

“purification” as a wall, to safeguard the “pure”. Some people will become the sacrificial victims. Not that the 

Church won’t have to take measures, however if she is truly the Church, she will have to take philanthropic 

measures. “No one is clean of filth”. And “let the sinless one among you first cast the stone”. The saints, even 

when they would take seemingly harsh measures, had their motive of love and they looked towards the cure of 

the sick member. They didn’t aim to his annihilation and wiping out. In a powerful article of his Fr. Nicholas 

Loudovikos asks himself: 

 “What is finally the purification of the Church? 

 Unsimilar and odd things for today’s hypocritical moralism, the Gospel is full of the worst sinners 

(adulteresses and publicans and every type of moral monsters, for the current ethics), who surprised we ascertain 

that-despite these things-they are loved without limits and boundaries by Jesus, and shaken up, they completely 

change.  

 “The Church is, I want to simply say, the place where the wondrous event of the unpresuppositioned and 

complete acceptance of the other person is still capable of happening. “Purification” in other words, here is 

mainly my own cleansing, my elevation, that is in love, since the “purification” of the other, is down deep, an 

objectivication and partialization-if not his annihilation. None of us who knows the means of darkness (changing 

his mind)  repenting, according to the so rich and untranslated into other languages Greek word) is furthermore 

also lenient to the others, as he knows from oneself, human weakness. So purification in the Church means, 

initially the acceptance of the other’s weakness, in love, with the aim of his correction. 

 “For him who utilizing this bright atmosphere, brings the “scandal” in the Church, there is, of course, the 

“penance” or even the possibility of his temporal forbidding from participating in the Eucharistic Gathering, the 

heart, that is, of the ecclesiastical event. This isn’t done however for his annihilation, because, in other words, we 

identify him existentially with sin and his fall, but again out of love, for his correction and for the consolation of 

“the small and least ones”, who “are scandalized”. 

 “This unsurpassable philanthropic manner of loving judgement of the sinner, comprises the essence of 

every ecclesiastical “purification”-beyond, in other words, the according to Zirar process “of victimization”, 

which wants to create out of the fallen one, a symbolic scapegoat creature which exorcizes, annihilated, our 

wounded collective narcissism. Furthermore the “purification” becomes a spiritual and theological event, as it 

comprises a restoration and delving deeply of all those, often forgotten ecclesiological principles, which, with the 

same philanthropy, secure the godly functioning of the Church, beyond the per chance, at times, its problematic 

institutionalization …”.  

 I remember my first visit to Fr. Paisios. A young person then, with the usual haughtiness and very sharp 

criticism usual in youth for the bad things in the area of the Church. The elder accepted me with much love and 

we discussed about many topics. Towards the end he got up, went to the machine to make me a little icon. At one 

moment he turned and told me: 

 “Strive, blessed one, to fix your own self. If you fix your own self, you will also fix one piece of the church. 

And if we all fix our own selves, this will have a positive repercussion on the body of the Church!” 
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 We don’t feel what it means for one to be a member of the Church and how much responsibility he has 

before Christ and his brethren. We don’t feel the evil which our own sin causes to the body of the Church, as if 

sin was our personal matter, as we stressed in the beginning. Nor do we realize that we are coresponsible for the 

falls of the other members of the Church. The fall of the other person becomes a cause for indifference, mockery 

or condemnation, a situation and a way of dealing which very often was noted and chastised by saints of the 

Church. Let’s allow their own word and their own experience to speak to us. 

 

 Cohurting or condemning? 

 

 In other words: “The Elders used to say: Each one ought to make his neighbor’s problems his own and in 

everything suffer along with him. And to rejoice and to cry with him, and with such a disposition to stand before 

him, as if he is wearing his neighbor’s body and as if it referred to himself, if something evil ever would happen 

to him.  

 “These are according to the Scripture which says: Thanks to Christ we are one body. And: Whoever 

believed in Christ had one heart and one soul”54. 

 Abba Isaac the Syrian advises us: 

 “Rejoice with those who rejoice and cry with those who are crying. This is the sign of purity. With those 

who are sick, be sick. With those who are sinners, mourn. With those who are repenting, rejoice. Become a friend 

with all people, but remain alone with your thoughts. Become a communicant in the sufferings of everyone, but 

stand with your body far from everyone. Don’t censure anyone and don’t criticize anyone for his behavior, not 

even the most evil one. Stretch out your robe over him who was to blame and cover him. And if you cannot load 

onto yourself the blame and to accept for his sake the punishment and the shame, at least show patience and 

don’t scorn him.” […] 

Condemnation has become the main sin and the illness of the pious. St. Gregory the Theologian notes in 

his apologetic Homily:  

In other words: “Because nothing is so pleasant to people as to speak of foreign matters, especially 

furthermore when they happen to be swayed by some sympathy or hate, from which as for the most part the 

truth happens to be perverted”.  

 In other words, in those times during which “the believers on the one hand fight against one another and 

they have departed from love, if of course they preserve some remnant of it…”55. 

“While we all are pious for one reason alone, to criticize the impiety of others.  

While we use the atheist judges, and cast the holy things to the dogs, and place the pearls before the 

swine, publishing the divine things to defiled ears and souls, and we, the wretched ones, fulfill the wishes of our 

enemies, and while we are fornicating, we are not ashamed of our actions. While Moabites and Ammanites who 

were not allowed to enter into the Church of the Lord, now frequent our most holy areas. While we have opened 

to everyone not gates of righteousness, but doors of accusations and curses against one another. And our best one 

is not he who uses evil words on account of the fear of God, but he who happens to have spoken evil more of his 

neighbor than all the others, either in a clear way, or in a hidden way, and who hides beneath his tongue toil and 

pain, or for me to say it more correctly, the poison of asps. 

“While we watch the sins of one another, not so that we may cry for them, but so that we may criticize. 

Not so that we may heal, but so that we may magnify the wound even more and so that we have the wounds of 

our neighbor as a justification. While the evil ones and the good ones are not characterized by the behavior, but 

by the difference of opinion and the friendship. What we are praising today, tomorrow we criticize. And what the 

others are condemning, we admire them. And we easily forgive everything to the impious one. We are so 

magnanimous towards wickedness”.  
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“Of whom I am the first” 

 If we really had an elementary self knowledge and at least a slight feeling of our responsibility as 

members of the Church, our attitude before other people would be much more lenient and different. Our thought 

and our judgement move based on the criteria of the world. We are, for example, so gullible in the famous 

“reporter investigations”, which literally are written casually by skillful opportunist little reporters, who acting as 

super attorneys, tear apart people and institutions unrestrainedly and mercilessly. The Church often becomes the 

target. An easy target which “sells” and raises listenership. The “pure ones” (a new form of this ancient heresy), 

the “unwrinkled ones”, the “honest ones” become self proclaimed judges of everyone and we, charmed, follow 

them in their own slippery path, forgetting the path of our saints, who felt coresponsible for the transgression of 

one’s “neighbor”. Fr. Philotheos Faros presents the experience of the saints, who stand at the opposite poles of 

our secular reasoning. 

“When rumors of sins of some clergyman circulate, as often happens, he, on the one hand, hastens to 

reject the accusations, fearing that he will lose the external witness, while we others, express, in the one or other 

manner, our sacred frustration that someone sinned, hinting intensely that we are above every suspicion. 

 “This whole climate, however, seems to be in a complete opposition with the climate which prevails in the 

tradition of our Church in general and in her liturgical life especially, which presupposes the sinfulness of people 

and instead of the many isolating and condemning the one, the sinner, each one is presented absolutely 

convinced that he is more sinful than the others. 

 “I know, Saviour, that another as I has not transgressed against you, nor committed the actions which I 

have committed”, each Christian confesses as he approaches the mystery of the divine eucharist, through the 

prayers of divine communion of Saint Symeon the New Theologian.  

 “I have sinned to you I alone, have sinned above all”, “I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned against 

you…for there is no one who has sinned among men, whom I have not exceeded in transgressions”, Andrew of 

Crete adds with the Great Canon and proceeding from the general to the more specific he adds: 

 “There is no sin in life, nor action, nor wickedness which I have not committed, my Savior, either in mind, 

or in word or disposition and I have generally sinned both with my imagination and with my mind and 

practically, as no one else up till now”.  

“While if these confessions of sinfulness concern the believers in general, there exist in the liturgical life 

confessions of sinfulness which concern especially us clergymen, who in the liturgy of John Chrysostom say:  

“Make us able to offer you gifts and spiritual sacrifices for our sins which the people are ignorant of”, 

whereas in the liturgy of Basil the Great we confess that we were not granted to lituirgize at the holy alter, “on 

account of our righteousnesses (for we have done nothing good upon the earth)”. But in almost all the sacred 

actions of the Church the liturgist priest makes a confession of sinfulness, which is often very dramatic. 

“Stunning in its directness is the confession of sinfulness which the priest makes in the mystery of 

unction, where the praying person says: 

“You, who me also your unworthy servant, who am mixed up with many sins and am rolling about with 

the passions of the pleasures called me to the holy and very great office of the priesthood.” 

“Furthermore, the daring of the confessions of sinfulness of the Fathers of the Church very often leave us 

speechless, like this text of Symeon the New Theologian: 

“I have become a murderer, hear everyone, so as to cry with sympathy. As regards the manner, I left it 

aside due to the length the speech would take. I have however, o woe, become an adulterer also in heart and a 

homosexual in mind and disposition. And furthermore, I vow but trample upon the oath, avaricious, a thief, a 

liar, rude and greedy, o woe to me, evil-speaking, brother-hating, very envious and money loving, shameless and 
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in general every other type of evil I have committed. And believe me, because I’m speaking truly and not 

imaginarily or with sophistries”.  

“Kosmas Aitolos, continuing this wondrous tradition of humility and sincerity of the Fathers, used to say: 

“It was proper and reasonable my brethren, if I also had my heart clean, like the holy Apostles, here where I was 

granted and I came to your blessed land and enjoyed you and you accepted me as an Apostle of our Christ, to 

have that grace of the All-Holy Spirit to bless your land, but I don’t have it, because I also am a sinner…And first, 

my brethren, if the Lord would be compassionate to forgive your sins, if you have like me”. I suffered a 

deception, my brethren, and when I was young I used to say: Let me do sins, where I can and am able, and when 

I become old, I have time to do good things and I am saved. Now I became old and the sins made roots and I 

can’t do any good”. “Making a beginning to teach, the thought came to me here where I am walking to seek to get 

coins, because I was avaricious and loved golden coins and silver coins more”. 

“The priests, precisely before the dreadful moment when they will receive the Body and the Blood of 

Christ, make the following confession: “I believe o Lord and confess, that you are truly the Son of God who came 

to the world to save sinners of whom I am the first”. One asks, how all we who have accepted and subsequently 

eternalize that climate which imposes on us to behave and even to believe that we are spotless and some others 

are sinners, we hear and repeat the confession “of whom I am first”. Which of the two things do we believe, that 

we are of those who are “alright” or that we are the greatest sinners? And if we believe the first, how do we 

perceive this confession? Is it, I wonder, humble speech or is it simply a form? 

“To the question we may have, about how it is possible for a priest, a person of God to be more sinful 

even than a criminal, the genuine Orthodox tradition gives the answer with the mouth of Abba Poimen: 

“Abba Poimen said: If a person reaches the saying of the apostle, the ‘everything is clean for the clean’, he 

sees himself smaller than all the things of creation. 

 “The brother says: How can I consider myself lower than the murderer?” 

“The elder says: If a person reaches this saying and sees a person murdering, he says, he did only this sin, 

whereas I murder every day”. 

“Abba Poimen was not exaggerating at all, he only had a deep knowledge of his personal condition and 

knew also very well, the saying of Christ, who stressed that the most inhuman murder isn’t done with a weapon, 

but with the rejecting of the other “whosoever murders, shall be guilty at the judgment….whosoever says fool, 

shall be guilty in the gehenna of fire”. (Math. 5:21-23). Because with the weapon, man is killed only biologically, 

whereas rejection kills him spiritually also and that which guides us to reject the other, is our biases. Abba 

Poimen knew that he continued having many biases on account of which he rejected daily many people in his 

heart. 

“He who believes that he is “alright” proves only that he doesn’t have a knowledge of his real condition 

and that he doesn’t know the truth of the Church…. 

“It is easy for one to believe that his house is crystal clean so long as his windows are closed and are sunk 

in darkness. When, however, a ray enters into this house, then it can show dreadfully filthy and dusty. We would 

drink water with great difficulty, if before we drank it, we examined it with a microscope and saw all these 

monstrous microorganisms, which move about in it. For this reason, we also like to remain spiritually blind, 

because thus we can imagine our own self spotless and perfect and for this reason we prefer to occupy ourselves 

with the appearances and the external behavior and to stress the “external witness”.  

 

Translated from the Peiraike Ecclesia Magazine Vol. 260 June 2014 pp. 6-9. 

Translated from the book Responsible for Everything 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 201 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
1. OPENING PRAYER & SPIRITUAL THOUGHTS 

Father Alexandros Petrides opened the meeting with a prayer, and discussed the meaning of the verse "trampling 

down upon death" in the Paschal Troparion ("Christos Anesti"). 

2. REPORT OF PRIESTS  

Father Alexandros Petrides reported 30 Goyans attended the Holy Friday retreat..    

Father Alexandros Petrides reported that peewee Greek dancing practice commenced this week and will continue 

through the end of May in preparation for the Spring Festival. The other groups, Junior and Senior Olympians, 

will start soon. 

Father Alexandros Petrides reported that the Project Mexico team has nearly finished fundraising for their trip to 

Mexico in June. 

Father Alexandros Petrides reported that the MOM group had a Lenten Retreat with Dr. Philip Mamalakis on 

Friday, March 27th, with 25 mothers in attendance. 

Father Alexandros Petrides reported that the Local Oratorical Festival took place on March 4th. The 

Regional/District Oratorical Festival took place on Saturday, March 21st, at Holy Cross in Stroudsburg, PA. The 

Metropolis Oratorical Festival will take place Saturday, April 25th, at St. Nicholas Cathedral in Pittsburgh, PA, 

with Maximos Barros and Nektaria Palis representing St. Nicholas (Bethlehem). 

Father Alexandros Petrides reported that GOYA basketball practice to resume Friday, April 24th from 7:00pm-

8:30pm. Men’s Basketball will also resume from 8:30pm-10:00pm at St. Francis on Bridle Path Road in Bethlehem. 

Father Alexandros Petrides reported that a GOYA soccer tournament will take place on Saturday, May 9th, in 

Lancaster, PA. 

Father Alexandros Petrides reported that the next GOYA Bible Study will be Friday, May 8 th, at 7pm. 

3. ROLL CALL & ACTIONS ON EXCUSES FOR ABSENCE 

Absent: Father Nicholas Palis, Peter Dectis, Ted Evangelou, Joel Garcia, Athanasios Gentis, John Zannakis 

Present:  Father Alexandros Petrides, George Mouhlas, Valante Fliakos, George Lioudis, William Argeros, 

Nicholas Kapsalis, Kosta Hristofas, Stanley M. Vasiliadis, Manny Economedes, Manny Tatalias, Dimitri 

Economou . 

4. MEETING MINUTES 

George Mouhlas presented the Minutes (prepared by Athanasios Gentis) for the March Council Meeting. Kosta 

Hristofas made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by George Lioudis.  The motion passed unanimously. 

5. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Kostas Hristofas reports that the total income for the time period between March 1, 2015 and March 31, 2015 

totaled:  $30,903.26. Additionally, Kosta Hristofas reported that the expenses for the same time period totaled:  

$66,385.48.  Net Income totaled:  -$35,482.22. 

Bill Argeros makes a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented. The motion was seconded by Manny 

Tatalias.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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6. CALENDAR 

Manny Economedes discussed the Parish Council Retreat scheduled for Saturday, May 9th, at Holy Protection 

Monastery. 

George Lioudis discussed the 2015 Spring Festival which will take place beginning on Thursday, May 28th, and 

ending on Sunday, May 31st. Preparations will begin next week. 

Bill Argeros mentioned that everything went well during Holy Week. 

Annual Picnic to take place Sunday, June 7th (pending confirmation of pavilion availability) at Bicentennial Park 

in East Allen Township. Nick Kapsalis has volunteered to chair the event. 

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Manny Economedes passed out a completed committee list and which committee each council member is on.  

Manny suggests the committees meet on a quarterly basis and to hash out goals and purposes.  Manny also 

requested that each committee present a report at monthly Council meetings. Contact information for committees 

to be published in the monthly bulletin. 

Academy 

Smart Board update:  Smart Boards are being hung by Jerry Valianatos the week of April 20th. 

Building and Grounds - Manny Economedes reported the following: 

Fire Alarm System: Star Security began installation of the new fire alarm system during Holy Week. Many of the 

pull stations are already in.  

WiFi: East Penn Business will be installing/fixing the WiFi. They are coming this week to take a look at running 

an ethernet cable to the sanctuary to allow for live streaming during the Divine Liturgy on Sunday. They will 

continue other work in fixing WiFi problems. 

Copier: Manny Economedes reports that a few copy companies have visited and are in the process of putting a 

bid together.  One other company is still scheduled to visit. 

Dome: One engineering firm has come in to assess the damage to the dome. The committee is in the process of 

gathering information from other engineering firms to assess the damage to the dome. 

Stewardship 

First Leadership Conference took place on March 25, 2015 at the church.  The event was well attended. Attendees 

had an opportunity to fill out index cards with questions to which members of the Stewardship Committee 

responded. The Stewardship Committee plans to publish the questions and answers for the entire community to 

read. 

Manny Economedes reports that the new Stewardship open houses will begin soon. The committee was able to 

get 8 more volunteers to host open houses. 

Education:  

Sunday School graduation to take place Sunday, May 24th. 

Greek School graduation to take place Monday, June 1st. 

Academy graduation to take place Tuesday, June 2nd. 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

Centennial Celebration - Manny Economedes reports that the event will take place on October 29-30, 2016. 

Father Nicholas Palis has received word from the Archdiocese (via the Metropolis) that Archbishop Demetrios is 

planning on attending. Metropolitan Savas will also be in attendance. Manny Economedes will begin forming a 

committee for the event with the first meeting scheduled for sometime in April or May. 

AED Training - Father Alexandros Petrides will schedule training but not certification of use of the AED 

machine. 

St. Photios Banquet - Our two honorees, James Chiadis and Spyro Gellos, will be attending, along with Manny 

Economedes and his wife, Martha. The event will take place in Pittsburgh on April 15th. 

"Walk Through History" Wall - Manny Economedes will be meeting with Manny Bakis, George Glaros, and 

Zaharoula (Jackie) Roumeliotis to coordinate the displaying of old photos and the history of the community, 
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which will be hung in the hallway leading out of the Narthex all the way to the first set of double doors (right 

before library). 

Photo Directory - George Nassif, Barbara Panaretos, and Anthony Petas will meet later this month and will 

spearhead this project. 

Musikfest Desserts - Manny Tatalias discussed selling desserts at Musikfest as a fundraiser. Further discussion 

with Bill Argeros and Peter Dectis, who have looked into it, will take place before a decision is made. 

Sound System - The Council discussed various ideas for the Holy Week sound system outside for the future, 

ranging from hardwiring to buying necessary parts to do it ourselves. Further research will be done in 

consultation with Nick Douglas, who has been assisting on the project. 

Festival - Baking will begin next week with Pastitsio. Council discussed various options for dishwashing pots and 

pans after baking. 

Trust - Brief discussion of the Trust took place as to its future. George Mouhlas informed the Council that a 

Council Trust Committee has met to discuss some ideas and is planning on meeting with the Building Trust 

Committee in the near future to discuss the same. 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

Nick Kapsalis inquired as to who coordinates the vendors for the festival. 

Manny Tatalias announced that the Allentown AHEPA will be hosting a breakfast fundraiser to benefit the 

building of St. Nicholas Shrine in New York City. It will take place on Sunday, April 19, 2015. 

The Council arranged to have flowers sent for the passing of Metropolitan Savas's mother in Indiana. The Council 

agreed to donate $300 to the Metropolitan's Benevolent Fund in her memory. 

Father Alexandros Petrides shared that Dr. John Georgiou has offered his assistance to the Church regarding tax-

related matters. The Executive Board will plan a meeting with him in the coming months. 

Father Alexandros Petrides discussed the purchase of a wireless dual lens network camera to be used to stream 

services online to those who are not able to attend Church services (shut-ins). 

Kosta Hristofas mentioned that our folding machine has stopped working properly and that we will need to 

purchase a new one. 

Manny Economedes informed the Council that we need to purchase a new computer for the Church secretary as 

the existing one has too many issues. 

Manny Economedes asked that Abe receive a bonus for doing an excellent job on snow cleaning this past winter. 

- Motion to Adjourn by Bill Argeros. Seconded by Nick Kapsalis.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Father Alexandros Petrides gave the closing prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

Rev. Nicholas Palis  George MouhlasAthanasios Gentis           Tom Gentis                       Emmanuel Economedes 

Dean Vice President                               Secretary            President 

 (Acting Secretary) 
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JUNE 2015 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESD

AY 
THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1  
 
4:30 PM Greek School 
7 PM Bible Study 

 

 

2 
 
6 PM Philoptochos 

Dinner 

3 4 
 

6 PM  Paraclesis 

6:30 PM Academy 

Graduation 

 

5 
 
10AM TOTS 

 

8PM Men’s Bball 

6 
 
 
 
  

7:00 PM  Great Vespers 

 

7 7:45 AM Orthros 

9:10 AM Div. Liturgy 

12:00 PM Church Picnic 

Bicentennial Park 

 

8 APOSTLES’FAST  
 
5:00 PM Greek School 
Commencement 

7 PM Bible Study 

 

9 
 
7 PM Parish 

Council 

10 
 
6:00 PM Acad. Adv.  
6:30 PM Acad. PTO 

9PM Vigil 

11 
 

 
6 PM  Paraclesis 
7 PM Bible Study 

 

12 13 
 
 
 
7:00 PM  Great Vespers 

  

 

14 7:45 AM Orthros 

9:10 AM Div. Liturgy 

1PM Baptism 

15 
12:00 PM S. Citizens 

 
7 PM Faith Night at the 

Iron Pigs 

16 17 18 
 
 
6 PM  Paraclesis 
7 PM Bible Study 

 

19 
 
5 PM GOYA Pool 
Party (Pavlack’s) 

20 
 
 
 

7:00 PM  Great Vespers 

 
 

  

 21FATHER’S 
DAY  
7:45 AM Orthros 

9:10 AM Div. Liturgy 

JOY CAMP SESSION1 

 

 

22 
 
7 PM Bible Study 

23 
 
 
7:00 PM Vespers 

 

24 8 AM Orthros 
Liturgy Nativity of 
John the Baptist) 
 

25 
 
6 PM  Paraclesis 
7 PM Bible Study 

 

26 27 
 
 

7:00 PM  Great Vespers 

 

 

28  
7:45 AM Orthros 

9:10 AM Div. Liturgy 

2:30 PM Baptism 

7:00 PM Vespers 

 

29 8 AM Orthros 

Liturgy (Sts. Peter & 

Paul the Apostles) 
6:00 PM Vespers 
7 PM Bible Study 

30 8 AM Orthros/ 
Liturgy (Synaxis of 
12 Apostles) 
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He who has obtained humblemindedness 
By Archimandrite Aimilianos of Simonopetra 

 

 

 

 Above all we need humblemindedness, in everything being ready in whatsoever word, which we hear, or 

deed, to say forgive. For through humblemindedness everything of the opponent is ruined. [3:1] 

 

 Humblmindedness is comprised of the affirmation of the words and the deeds of the other 

person. We never say no. Forgive, means yes. All the traps, which satan sets in order to crush us, are 

made useless, fall off, from the moment we do not refuse, but we do whatever the other tells us. 

Whatever the others say or whatever they do is for us perfect. 

 Humblmindedness is the existence within us of a humble train of thought, that we don’t consider 

our own self at all, but we consider it as nothing. The result of this is that we are not interested in what 

the other will say or how he will think about us. On the contrary we always affirm his words. 

 If all the traps of the devil are made useless when we are living and thinking in this manner, you 

understand that a contrary deed of ours is preparation for the traps of the devil. Every conversation 

about something which the other person did or said, is an invitation of the devil in order to put us into 

temptations. Whoever is discussing and disagreeing and continues the conversation, understand that 

that person without any exception, without any reason which would allow the opposite, is preparing a 

war against himself. Of course the devil and man’s wicked disposition invent causes and reasons for us 

to talk back, to retort and to continue the conversation about the name of Jesus Christ. All these things 

however are nothing else, than a larger mix up and setting of traps by the devil, in order to trap us. 

 

 Don’t count yourself in your every deed, so that you can become undisturbed in your thoughts.  

 

  Don’t sit to judge yourself for everything you have done – good, evil, virtue, sin -, or to compare 

him with the others. 

 How many times we face this. Let’s forget what’s behind and let us not be interested in what we 

did. Because, examining what we did, we discover that we did something important or something evil, 

something greater and more beautiful and more successful than what the other fellow did, or something 

smaller. Whether in and of itself we judge it or in relationship to the other person, we will fall into one 

of the two traps: either into pride, if it will be good or better, or in disappointment, misery, in the falling 

of our being, if it is not good. Because no matter how much we think we are mature, no matter if we 

believe that we have strength in us we bear the weakness of Adam and of Eve, the fragile ego, which 

our forefathers handed down to us as inheritance. So in order for you to remain undisturbed in your 

thoughts, never sit to consider what you did. This applies for everything that happens to us. 

 How, though, will I confess, if I don’t judge? In confession I don’t do an analysis of my works, 

but a reporting of my sins. This is different, because I’m not evaluating my works, I’m simply 

mentioning them. I’m not sitting previously to think of what I did and what I didn’t do, because this 

creates a choking atmosphere in my soul. 
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 If we ascertain that we are going better, you realize to what a degree of egotism we may fall into. 

The Don’t count yourself in your every deed is real wisdom. Most of us, when we fall, we fall for this 

reason also, or we use it to justify our passions. I sinned, for example, once and then I say: What does it 

benefit me now to repent? What misery! How much our being is torn down thus! […] 

  

While he who has obtained humblemindedness God reveals to him his sins to realize them. While if 

mourning aids this and both remain to him, they cast out of his soul the seven demons, and they nourish the soul 

from his own honor and his own virtues.  

  

A beautiful saying full of meanings. After he presented the hell of the fallen monk, on account of 

the passionateness and the abhorrence of the false life, he presents now the manner with which a person 

comes out of the abyss of hell and reaches heaven. He who has obtained humblemindedness is he who 

knows that he is naked, that he doesn’t have anything and that he didn’t do anything. The humble 

person not only doesn’t believe that he is something, but he also considers himself unworthy of wanting 

something. He doesn’t have any will, any desire, any expectation: he believes in God, but also he 

doesn’t seek God. He believes in paradise, but he doesn’t seek paradise, because he feels that he is only 

for hell. He believes in dispassion, but he thinks that he is so passionate, that from hour to hour the 

demons will choke him. To this person, God reveals his sins for him to realize them. 

 Whoever however thinks that he has faith, hope righteousness, never recognizes that he is a 

sinner. And even if he goes a thousand times to confess, he will never go as a sinner. He may produce 

tears from his eyes, say “I sinned to the Lord” (2 Kings 12:13), but he never realizes his real sin, which is 

beyond whatever he says. His words exude from his vainglory. 

 He says them and cries, because he believes that thus he approaches God more. On the contrary 

whoever is humble, whoever cannot believe that at some point that he is not a sinner, he receives from 

God the gift of realizing his sins. So repentance, the beginning of salvation, is a gift of God. I am not able 

to repent. Only God can tell me what sin is, what repentance is and to give me the repentance. When? 

 When I am humbleminded, when I don’t seek anything, except only I’m fighting in the daily 

struggle for God.  

  

(Translated from Peiraike Ecclesia May 2014, Vol. 260, pp. 14-15.   

Taken from the book Ascetical Homilies, Indictus, Publications.) 
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THE HOLY APOSTLES 
By St. Romanos the Melodist 

 5.  So go to all the nations, placing the seed of repentance in the hearts of people and with the 

preaching water them. And you, o Peter, be careful how you will teach. Feeling your fault forgive 

everyone. Don’t be harsh, remember that daughter who shook you. If pride comes to you, remember the 

cocking of the crow and even commemorate the tears with whose stream I cleansed you, I the Only 

knower of Hearts. 

 6. Peter, do you love me? Do what I say. Shepherd my flock, and love whomever I love, 

cosuffering with the sinners. Behold my compassion to you, who thrice having denied me I accepted 

you. You have the Thief as the doorkeeper of Paradise encouraging you. Send to him whomever you 

wish. Through you Adam is returning to me crying out: “The Creator granted me the thief a doorkeeper 

and Cephas as a key holder, the Only Knower of Hearts. 

 7. Become for me strong, you also, o Andrew. Just as first you found me, being first found by me, 

do you also find the lost man. Don’t forget your first trade, since from that one I will retrain you in this 

one here. Formerly naked in the sea and now naked in life. With a reed you were fishing before, and 

now with the Cross learn to fish people. You were luring with a worm, now I’m commanding you to 

fish with my Flesh, I the Only Knower of Hearts. 

 8. Show now, O John, your work. Let everyone now learn that not in vain I previously let you 

lean against my chest. Open grooves for my spring, whose streams your loving care drew. Open to me a 

path with your tongue, as the ditch digger does, and wheresoever you want I will go and having 

watered I will intoxicate with your seed. Throw the words as seeds and having increased I will multiply 

your crops, I the Only Knower of Hearts. 

 9. James, you also do the same thing, don’t leave the preaching and remember Zebedee whom 

you were following before you learned me. For I know how you left the father at the boat, having 

longed for me the Creator. Perform my will together with your fellow servants. Don’t fear the plotters, 

because I put their plans to naught. When they are cutting you with the swords, be thinking of Who I 

was, who was pierced in the side with the spear, I, the Only Knower of Hearts 

 10. Philip, go with them. Preach me as you see me and hear me now. Don’t separate me from my 

Father, don’t say that: “I know the Son and I am completely ignorant of His Father”. I showed you the 

Father in me and me in Him. I didn’t come separate from Him. For the things He wants I am 

performing and the things I want He performs.  For we are in the same spirit. Of this truth I’m sending 

you a preacher, I the Only Knower of Hearts. 

 11. The old words of disbelief, O Thomas, now with faith, wipe out, and Him whom you 

touched, preach. Behold the time came which you always longed for, to debate with the Jewish people. 

You clearly have the sureties of my Resurrection, you saw the prints of the nails and ascertained the 

wounds of the spear. So you now don’t have any excuse, since I took away from you every cause of 

disbelief I, the Only Knower of Hearts.    

  

Rendered into Modern Greek by Archimandrite Ananias Koustenis. 

Translated from the book Hymns, Armos Publications.) 

(Translated from Peiraike Ecclesia May 2014, Vol. 260, pp. 4-5). 
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PARISH NEWS  /  UPCOMING EVENTS 
SENIOR CITIZENS:  NEXT MEETING  will be in June 15 , 2015. Wishing  everyone a nice summer. We meet 

again in October 2015. Senior Citizens meetings are on the second  Monday of each Month 12:00  pm in  

Cambanes Ηall.  Everyone one is welcome ages 50 and over.  

WE ARE THANKFULL  TO  OUR   SPRING FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS AND DONORS: On behalf of our Priests, the 

Spring Festival Committee and our Church Council, we would like to thank you all for all your efforts, 

contribution of time, funds and goods to our Spring Festival.  This event could not have taken place 

without our volunteers and donors, many of whom have taken time off from work and their busy 

schedules to support our Church and community.  During the Festival and in many cases for weeks 

preceding it, many have spent more time on this event than they have spent on their work and family.  

Our volunteers and donors are the lifeblood of our community and deserve not only our thanks, but our 

admiration and respect.  We also would like to thank those of you who supported our Festival 

especially all the Greek restaurants who donated most of the food items, also  by buying tickets, 

brought in your family and friends, put in a good word or helped in any way.  We had a fantastic turn-

out and may the Lord bless everyone richly for supporting and participating. 

 SUNDAY JUNE 7 1:00-7:00 PM ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH PICNIC  at Bicentennial Park East. 5450 Liberto Lane 

Bethlehem PA. Food and live Greek Music, softball, bike ride, and fun for all ages. 

SOCIAL MATTERS AND  SACRAMENTS 

WEDDINGS 

GONGRATULATIONS! To newlyweds Mr. and  Mrs. Aaron Kochsmeier and Vivi Christogianni. Best 

wishes to koumbarous Mr. and  Mrs. Eleftherios and Irene Kouros. May God bless you with love and 

happiness! 

BIRTHS 

BAPTISMS 

CONGRATULATIONS:   to Brian and Despina Holtzman for the baptism of their daughter  Khloe.  Best 

wishes to Godparents Emanuel  Zervos and Olga Hillas Lucas.  Na sas Zisi!  May God bless you all!  

GONGRATULATIONS!  To Dr. & Mrs. John and Krista Stapleton for the baptism of their daughter kalliopi. 

Best wishes to Godparent Ms. Alexis Owens Na sas Zisi!  May God bless you all!    

DEPARTURES 

OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES  to the family of George Dimou who reposed to the Lord Recently May 

God rest his soul and grant comfort to his family. 

FOR THE YOUTH. 

HIGH SCHOOL / COLLEGE GRADUATES – Will be recognized Sunday, June 21 at the end of Div. Liturgy.  

Please Email or hand the information in to the Church Office, about your graduate so that we can 

appropriately honor them or you can email your information to: secretary@stnicholas.org. For any 

questions please call the office at 610-867-1327. 

GREEK SCHOOL: 

The graduation/closing celebration of the Greek School year will be Monday, June 8th. 

 


