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Argeros William 

Dectis Peter 

Economedes Emmanuel,      
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approval and editing. 
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Prot. No. 1109 

Patriarchal Encyclical for Christmas 

+ BARTHOLOMEW 
By God’s Mercy Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome  

and Ecumenical Patriarch 

To the Plenitude of the Church: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from the Savior Christ, born in Bethlehem 

Beloved brothers and sisters, children in the Lord, 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.” 
(Isaiah 9.5) 

Many centuries ago, the Prophet foresaw and announced with enthusiasm and joy the birth of the child 

Jesus from the ever-Virgin Mary. Naturally, even then, there was no period of census by Augustus Caesar, 

no place to stay for the safety of the Holy Virgin who was carrying a child by the Holy Spirit. So the holy 

Joseph as her betrothed and protector was obliged to lead her to a cave, a manger with animals, “in order 

to give birth to a child.” 

Heaven and earth received them, offering thanks to their Creator: “The angels offered the hymn; the 

heavens a star; the wise men gifts; the shepherds a miracle; the earth a cave; the desert a manger; and we 

the Mother Virgin.” The shepherds were keeping watch over their flock, protecting them throughout the 

night, while the angels were witnessing the Mystery in ecstasy, singing hymns to God. (From Vespers of 

the Nativity) 

The sweetness of the Holy Night of Christmas once again embraces the world. And in the midst of human 

trial and pain, of unending crises, of passion and enmity, of concern and despair, it presents the mystery of 

the Incarnation of the Divine Word as a genuine and timely solution. For He descended as dew in a field of 

cotton inside the womb of the ever-Virgin Mary in order to give rise to righteousness and much peace. (See 

Ps. 71.7) 

In the silence and peace of that sacred night of Christmas, Jesus Christ – being without beginning, 

invisible, incomprehensible, immaterial, ever existing and the same – enters the drama of history bearing 

flesh, being insignificant, simple, poor and unknown. At the same time, he comes as a “wonderful, 

counselor, almighty, prince of peace, everlasting father.” (Is. 9.6) Indeed, he comes as a human being, born 

of a Virgin Mother, to solve the complexity of sin and grant resolution to the impasse of life’s anxiety 

through His grace and mercy, while providing destiny, value, content, as well as an exemplary ethos and 

model for the human adventure. 

The Lord assumed and sanctified all of human nature. The pre-eternal God condescended to become for us 

an embryo and be borne inside the womb of the Theotokos. In so doing, He both honored human life from 

its earliest stage and taught us respect toward humankind from its earliest conception. The Creator of all 

accepted to be born as an infant and be nurtured by a Virgin. In so doing, He honored both virginity and 

motherhood, spiritual and natural. This is why St. Gregory the Theologian exhorts: “O women, be as 

virgins, so that you may become mothers of Christ.” (Homily XXXVIII on Epiphany, PG36.313A) 

So the Lord appointed the marriage of male and female in the blessed family. The institution of Christian 

family constitutes the cell of life and an incubator for the spiritual and physical health and development of 

children. Therefore, the manifold support of the institution of the family comprises the obligation of the 

Church and responsibility of leadership in every country. 
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In order for a child to be raised in a healthy and natural way, there needs to be a family where man and 

woman live in harmony as one body, one flesh, and one soul, submitting to one another. 

We are certain that all spiritual and ecclesiastical, much like the vigilant shepherds of old, but also the 

leaders of our world, know and accept this divine truth and reality, which we once again proclaim from 

the Ecumenical Patriarchate during this Christmas period. We must all encourage the creation and 

function of natural families, which can produce citizens that are spiritually healthy and joyful, filled with 

sentiments of security, based on the feeling of safety provided by a strong and protective father as well as a 

nurturing and loving mother. We need families where God might find rest. We invite and urge the entire 

plenitude of our holy Orthodox Church to live in a manner that is worthy of their calling and do 

everything that is possible to support the institution of marriage. 

Brothers and sisters, “the night is far gone; the day is at hand.” (Rom. 6.12) The shepherds are already 

headed toward Bethlehem in order to proclaim the miracle. They are inviting us to follow them “like other 

star-gazing wise men filled with joy” (From the Christmas Troparion of the 4th Ode), bringing “worthy 

gifts” “such as fine gold to the King of ages, incense to the God of all, and myrrh to the immortal that lay 

dead for three days.” (Anatolios, Vesperal Hymn at Christmas) That is to say, the gifts of love and our 

faith, which test us as Christians, especially as Orthodox Christians, in the ethos and tradition of the 

family, the Fathers, and the Church, which has always practiced the Orthodox way through the centuries 

and to this day holds together our blessed society, whose cell for sacred life and growth is the family. 

Beloved brothers and sisters, children in Christ, 

2013 years have passed since the birth of Christ in the flesh 

2013 years have passed and, like then, Christ continues to be persecuted in the person of the weak by 

Herod and all kinds of contemporary Herods 

2013 years have passed and Jesus is persecuted in the person of Christians in Syria and elsewhere 

2013 years have passed and Christ still flees like a refuge not only in Egypt, but also in the Lebanon, 

Europe, America and elsewhere, seeking security in an insecure world 

2013 years have passed and the child Jesus remains imprisoned with the two hierarchs in Syria, Paul 

(Yazigi) and Youhanna (Ibrahim), as well as the Orthodox nuns and many other known and unknown 

Christians 

2013 years have passed and Christ is crucified with those who are tortured and killed in order not to betray 

their faith in Him 

2013 years have passed and Jesus is daily put to death in the person of thousands of embryos, whose 

parents prevent from being born 

2013 years have passed and Christ is mocked and ridiculed in the person of unfortunate children, who 

experience the crisis of the family, destitution and poverty. 

It is this human pain, sorrow and affliction that our Lord came and once more comes to assume during this 

Christmas season. After all, He said: “As you have done to one of these, the least of my brothers and 

sisters,” you have done to me.” (Matt. 25.40-41) It is for these that He was born of a Virgin, for these that 

He became human, for these that He suffered, was crucified and arose from the dead. That is to say: for all 

of us. Thus, let each of us lift up our personal cross in order to find grace and mercy when we seek His 

assistance. Then, the born Emmanuel, our Savior and Lord, will “be with us.” Amen. 

Christmas 2013 

+ Bartholomew of Constantinople 

Your fervent supplicant before God
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On the Holy Theophany 
 

By Savva Agouridou 

 

 We are celebrating the Theophany or Epiphany. What do we mean however with these words? 

To this question the answer we give is that during the Baptism of Jesus the mystery of the Holy Trinity 

was revealed to the world: the Son is baptized in the Jordan the voice of the Father is heard related to 

who Jesus is. The Holy Spirit “in the form of a dove” descends on the baptized Son of God. Really, in 

the Baptism of Jesus we have a type of Theophany, like that to Moses on Sinai, or like those during the 

calling of the Prophets of the Old Testament to the prophetic calling. However precisely what does this 

theophany mean during the Baptism of Jesus for the life of Jesus himself and for the life of the Church? 

 In the life of Jesus himself his Baptism and Theophany, which are associated with it, mean his 

showing forth in the world as Messiah and Deliverer. This is completely obvious from the icons which 

make up the theophany and from the voice of the Father. The whole scene is the scene of the 

enthronement of a King. 

 When the Jews were being enthroned kings, during the ritual something like what we have in 

Psalm 2 would be chanted: “While I was made king by him upon Sion his holy mountain announcing 

the command of the Lord. The Lord said to me. You are my son. Today I have begotten you. Ask from 

me, and I shall give the gentiles to you as your inheritance and your possession the ends of the 

earth…” The voice of the Father from heaven, during the Baptism, “this is my son”, immediately 

reminds of this Psalm of enthronement of the Jewish kings. But the voice of the Father adds also the 

words “the beloved one, in whom I am well pleased”, which reminds of the words of God to the 

Messiah – Servant of the book of Isaiah: “my chosen one, my soul accepted him. I gave my spirit upon 

him” (Is. 42:1). In other words, the voice of the Father which is heard during the Baptism of Jesus, 

denotes his enthronement as the only true King and Lord of humanity. Simultaneously however with 

the words, which come from the Book of Isaiah, it denotes that this king will not be glorious in the 

sense which the world gives to glory, but he will suffer, be Crucified. The Baptism, in other words, of 

Jesus introduces to the world a new type of authority: the authority and power, which springs from 

love and the sufferings for the sake of others. 

 That it refers to this, doesn’t show only from the voice of the Father. The Spirit also witnesses 

about this, which “in the form of a dove” descends upon Jesus and anoints him king. The icon reminds 

us of the prophecy of Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, to heal those crushed in heart, he sent 

me, to heal those crushed in heart, to preach remission to prisoners and the regaining of sight to the 

blind, to proclaim an acceptable year of the Lord…” Isaiah (61:1). In this passage two things are spoken 

of: about the enthronement and anointing of Jesus as King by the Spirit of the Lord on the one hand, 

and on the other, about the type of authority which the new king will exercise. The Anointed of the 

Lord here identifies his mission with the annunciation of the poor, with the cure of those whose heart 

has been crushed by injustice and the evils which occur in the world, with the remission of prisoners 

and with the proclaiming of a general grace by God, for all debtor people.  

 The Baptism of Jesus, during which the Lord is enthroned king of a new age, is associated with 

the Theophany or Epiphany. The whole scene of the Baptism  and of Theophany doesn’t only mean 

that Jesus is king but shows very clearly in the person of Jesus Christ, who  God is as king of the world, 
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and what type his kingdom and authority are. The type of kingdom of Jesus shows the deeper 

character of the law, which governs the world. The matter is very interesting. In the days of the general 

upheaval and social revolution, which we are living, some deny God, because they imagine him on the 

side of the strong ones against the weak ones, and others, also like Nitche, deny him, because he is 

with the side of the weak ones, because he nurtures passiveness and weakness, and thus prevents the 

birth of the superhuman, who obeys the instinct of power. All these things however, are 

misunderstandings of the meaning of the kingdom and authority of God. Because God reigns in love, 

which is not at all something passive, but is something dynamic and creative. 

 The disciples of Jesus were discussing once among each other who  would be first in the 

kingdom of the Lord. Jesus took cause from this discussion and said the following: “The Kings of the 

gentiles lord it over them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. While you not thus, 

but he who is greater among you let him become as the younger one and he who is leader as one 

serving. For who is greater, he who is reclining or the one serving? Isn’t it the one serving? While I in 

the midst of you am as the one serving.” (Luke 22:25-27). God, in his untraceable love for us, is among 

us as the one serving. The Kingdom and the authority comprise the self aim of the dynasty of those 

lording over the world. This thirst of theirs for power they hide behind that which they call 

benefaction for those being controlled. In reality however, those in authority don’t exist for the sake of 

those being controlled, but the latter for the sake of the first ones. Precisely the opposite applies with 

the authority and the kingdom of the Christian God: The essence of power lies in serving others, and 

the superiority is comprised of one submitting to the advantage of the smaller one. The meaning of 

power, for the sake of authority of the one in authority is for Christianity something satanic. 

 These simple thoughts, which come out of the enthronement of Jesus as king of a new age 

during his Baptism in the Jordan during Theophany, put in crisis the whole wave of violence, but also 

the tendency towards flight and passivity, which in a dialectically odd manner characterize our age on 

a worldwide scale. The Theophany reveals to the world a God servant, a God crucified for the sake of 

men and for this reason being in authority over the world and history.  

 But the Baptism of Jesus or the Theophany were not only an event in the life of Jesus. It is 

mainly and par excellence an event in the life of the Church and her believers. Because whichever 

Theophany was during the Baptism of Jesus, such is the revelation of God, whom man accepts, when 

he is baptized in the Name of Jesus Christ. Today, in other words, when we are celebrating the baptism 

of Jesus and the holy Theophany, in essence we are going over and proclaiming the essence of our own 

baptism. The majority of people think, unfortunately, that baptism is a ritual, with which we become 

members of the Christian Church, we take a name and an identity. All these are so, and it is fine. The 

essence however of baptism is the Theophany or Epiphany. Baptism is not simply a ritual. It is a new 

vision of God. It is in other words, the recognition of Christ as king of the world in the sense we said 

before. It is an adoption of life not as if it refers to the exercising of power and superiority over others, 

but as an opportunity of joyous ministry and offering, which finds superiority in submitting to the 

advantage of the other person. 

 This is the meaning of Theophany, of the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan, but also of our own 

baptism.  

 

(Translated from Peiraike Ecclesia Magazine, Vol. 244, Jan. 2013, pp. 8-9). 
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ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL ALLENTOWN-BETHLEHEM, 

PENNSYLVANIA, GENERAL ASSEMBLY MINUTES SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2013 

I)     OPENING PRAYER 

Opening Prayer given by Father Nicholas Palis 

II)     ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The Parish Council President, Valante Fliakos, opened nominations for the Chairman of the General 

Assembly.  Presv. Irene Palis nominated Jim Chiadis for Chairman of the General Assembly.  The 

nomination was seconded by Martha Economedes. George Glaros made a motion to close nominations, 

seconded by Julie Klees.  The motion passed unanimously. 

III)     READING OF THE PREVIOUS GENERAL ASSEMBLY MINUTES – 11/18/2012 

The congregation reviewed the minutes from the November, 2012 General Assembly. Jerry Mihalakis 

made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Julie Klees.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

IV)        REPORT OF THE PARISH PRIEST – FATHER NICHOLAS PALIS 

Deb Hrousis, the Preschool Director, is doing a wonderful job and the enrollment is very good. 

a) GOYA and JOY are very active.  JOY is currently meeting every month and studying the 

Beatitudes.  GOYA also meets regularly. They attended weekly basketball practices and a basketball 

tournament in Pittsburg. They also completed a successful hoagie sale, followed by a Superbowl party, 

hosted by the Dectis family.  

b) YAL is up and running under the direction of George Sitaras. 

c) Greek School under the leadership of Theodore Evangelou has instituted some new programs, 

which include singing taught by Regina Vasilopoulos and Mrs. Vasilopoulos. 

d) Sunday School, under the leadership of Thalia Schmidt and Niki Hahalis, are having monthly 

teacher meetings which have helped greatly to implement new programs. 

e) Altar Boy teams which are serving each week are doing well.  We have 5 teams and there are 

more children interested in serving in the Altar. 

f) Other Parish events occur on a regular basis, including Bible Studies, Premarital Counseling, 

Hospital Visitations along with Fr. Kossis, and visiting shut inns. 

g) In 2012 there were 22 Baptisms, 9 Weddings, and 13 Funerals. 

h) Bethlehem is becoming a Sister City of Corfu and the Mayor of Corfu is coming on March 22nd.  

i) We have completed interviews with 3 Seminarians for the position of Youth Director, and met 

with Deacon Alexandros Petrides. 

V)      THE ANNUAL REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL VALANTE 

FLIAKOS 

a)    We begin 2012 with a major blessing for our Community in that Mr. Spiro Gellos made a generous 

donation to our beloved St. Nicholas Cathedral.  With the monies donated, a trust was set up for the 

benefit of the St. Nicholas Cathedral.  Our community would like to thank Mr. Gellos for the 

remarkable gift that he has bestowed upon us. 
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b)      Spring and Fall Festivals were extremely successful this year.  Big thanks to the festival 

chairpersons:  Peter Dectis, Ted Evangelou, and George Lioudis for their time and effort in making 

these events a huge success.  And thanks to all the volunteers at both of the festivals because without 

everyone's hard work and dedication, we would not be able to pull off these events. 

c)      Our Stewardship Program did exceptionally well for the year 2012, exceeding our 2012 budgeted 

stewardship amount by over $16,000.  Special thanks to Stewardship Committee chairman, Manny 

Economedes, for his time and efforts to this very important part of our Parish's life. 

d)     We were also able to complete some major building projects this year, including the boiler system, 

due to the efforts of our Buildings and Grounds Committee. 

e)      It is also with great pleasure to announce that we are in the process of hiring a Youth 

Director/Seminarian to help assist in the coordination, development, and implementation of youth 

ministries. 

f)     I am also happy to report that our St. Nicholas Academy progressed very nicely in 2012 under the 

guidance and leadership of the Academy Board and the Academy Director Deb Hrousis. 

g)     On Saturday, December 8th, we held the St. Nicholas Banquet to commemorate the 50th 

Anniversary at our present location.  With the help of our community, we were able to put forth a first 

class event along with a Commemorative Sponsorship Book to mark the event.  Metropolitan Savas 

was in attendance. 

h)     I would like to thank our Priests, Secretary, Janitor, Cantors, choir, altar boys, and all of our 

church organizations for helping make 2012 a highly successful year.    

VI    TREASURERS REPORT  - GEORGE MOUHLAS 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by George Mouhlas.  All the General Assembly attendees were provided 

with handouts which contained the report as outlined below: 

Exhibit A: 2008-2012 Beginning& Ending Account Balances 

Exhibit B: 2012 Special Activities Sub-Accounts Itemized 

Exhibit C: 2012 Budget (Projected vs. Actual) 

Exhibit D: 2012 Spring Festival – Income & Expenses (2008-2012) 

Exhibit E: 2012 Fall Festival – Income & Expenses (2008-2012) 

Exhibit F: 2012 Fall Festival – Transfer 

Exhibit G: Annual Tray, Candle, and Stewardship Offerings (2002-2012) 

George Mouhlas reviewed each Exhibit and answered questions from the members of the Assembly.  A motion 

was made by John Douglas to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented, seconded by Jerry Mihalakis.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

VII.     THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

Jerry Mihalakis and Martha Economedes informed the Assembly Members that the Annual Report of the 

Financial Review Committee resulted in the finding of no discrepancies. 

VIII.    REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL 

BUILDING ENDOWMENT TRUST 

John Andronis presented the Report of the Trustees. 
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a)   The Building Endowment Trustees: John Andronis, Jacob Kazakia, Tom, Moukoulis, George 

Stefanidies, and Cosmo Valavanis are pleased to report the growth of the Building Endowment Trust 

from a balance of $1,092,263.73 as of December 31, 2011 to $1,209,883.83 as of December 31, 2012.  The 

total investment income earned by the Building Endowment Trust account increased from $26,020.19 

in 2011 to $31,445.67 in 2012.                                                                                                                                       

b)   In 2010, 70% of the annual income was earned.  The Parish Council made a request for the 

distribution of funds and provided the required information in the appropriate timeframe.  The 

amount available for distribution was $15,603.67 which was used toward the boiler project.                                     

c)No distributions were available for 2011.                                                                                                             

d)For the 2012 calendar year, 70% of the investment income or $22,011.97 is available until January 31, 

2015.  If these funds are not requested by January 31, 2015, they will remain in the investment fund.                                                                                                                                                                     

e)Thank you to George Stefanidies for his service on the Trust Committee.  His term has expired and 

we appreciate the input and guidance he provided during his term. 

IX.    VOTING FOR THE TRUSTEES OF THE ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL 

BUILDING ENDOWMENT TRUST 

Nominations for Trustee of the Endowment Trust were opened by Jim Chiadis. 

John Andronis nominated Dimitri Hahalis, seconded by Jacob Kazakia. 

Tom Gentis nominated Nick Varvarelis, seconded by Martha Economedes. 

George Glaros made a motion to close nominations which was seconded by John Douglas. 

The Assembly voted and Nick Varvarelis was elected as the new Trustee. 

X.     OLD BUSINESS                                                                                                                                           

No old business was discussed. 

XI     NEW BUSINESS 

a)   Georgia Vasilopoulos suggested for the Youth to meet in the beginning of September to discuss 

events for the year in order to avoid conflicting times of events.  Valante Fliakos address the issue and 

suggested that having the Seminarian will assist in eliminating this problem. 

b)     Eleni Pippis asked about the Spring Festival dates.  The dates for the Spring Festival are May 16-

19, 2013. 

c)    Manny Economedes discussed and presented the 2013 Building & Grounds Project List, which has 

been categorized into various segments of Minor to Longer Term Projects.  George Glaros asked for a 

rough estimate of the total amount to cover the projects on the list. The total is about $104,000. 

d)    John Douglas asked if the Parish Council applied for the Trust Monies from 2012.  Valante Fliakos 

responded that invoices have to be presented to the Trust Committee and afterward the funds will be 

received. 

e)    Manny Economedes provided a Stewardship Report for the year 2012.  Pledged amount was 

$223,700.  Collected amount totaled $226,200 (75% of goal).  The projected amount for 2012 is $240,800 

(80% of goal). 

f)    Georgia Fliakos made a motion to close the General Assembly.  The motion was seconded by Anna 

Velesaris.  The motion passed unanimously. 
XII    CLOSING PRAYER 

 

The closing prayer was offered by Father Nicholas Palis 
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JANUARY 2014 
f 2010 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESD

AY 
THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
 
7:00 PM Vespers 

1  
9 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

(St. Basil) 

 
 

2 
8AM Orthros/Liturgy 

(St. Seraphimj of Sarov) 

 

7 PM Ellinomatheia 

 

 

3  
8 AM Royal Hours of 
Epiphany 

 

4 
10 AM Festival Committee 
 
7 PM Youth Vespers 

 

5  
7:45 AM Orthros 

 9:00 AM D. Liturgy 

9:30 AM Sun. School 
10:30 AΜ Holy Water 
 

 

6 THEOPHANY 

8AM Orthros 
9 AM Liturgy 
10:30 AM Great Holy 
Water Blessing 
7:00 PM Vespers 
   

 

7 8AM Orthros/Liturgy 

(Synaxis of Forerunner) 
 

8 
 
7 PM Philoptochos 

Board Meeting 

9  
  

  

                          

7 PM Ellinomatheia 
 

 

10 
 
   

 

11 8AM Orthros/ 

Liturgy (St. Theodosios 

Ceonobiarch) 
 
6 PM Youth Chant 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

12  
7:45 AM Orthros 

 9:00 AM D. Liturgy 

9:30 AM Sun. School 

10:15 AM Vasilopita 

11:30 GOYA Meeting 

 

13 12: 00 PM  

Senior Citizens 
 
4:30 PM Greek School 

 

 

14   15 
 
 
 

16 

  

7 PM Ellinomatheia 

 

17 
8AM Orthros/Liturgy 

(St. Anthony the Great) 
 
7-9 PM GOYA  

18 
8AM Orthros/Liturgy 

(St. Athanasios) 

2 PM Baptism 

 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

19 7:45 AM Orthros 
 9:00 AM D. Liturgy 

9:30 AM Sun. School 

1:00 PM GOYA Ski Trip 

6:00 PM JOY Synaxis 

20 
 
Martin Luther King Day 

  

 

21 22 
 

23  
  

7 PM Ellinomatheia 

 

24 
 

 

25 8AM Orthros/ 

Liturgy (St. Gregory 

Theologian) 
3 PM Philoptochos  

6 PM Youth Choir 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

267:45 AM Orthros 
 9:00 AM D. Liturgy 

9:30 AM Sun. School 

 

27 
 

4:30 PM Greek School   

 

28 
 
 

29 
 

 

 

30 
8AM Orthros/Liturgy 

(Three Hierarchs) 

 

7 PM Ellinomatheia 

 

31   
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Concerning the new year 
By John Fountouli 

 

On January 1st our Church celebrated the Circumcision of Christ and the memory of Saint Basil 

the Great. This double festive content has a bright representation in the service of the day. And justly, 

because the circumcision and naming of Christ on the one hand, on the eighth day from His birth is, as 

we were saying in the previous program, the assurance of the incarnation and the adoption by the word 

of God of the perfect human form unaltered and His entrance to the people of God. While Basil the 

Great is the truly great hierarch, who with the holiness of his life, his wise writings and his eminent 

activity was shown forth a Father and luminary of the Church of Christ, tantamount of whom probably 

the Christian world did not come to know another. Both the feast of the Lord of the Circumcision and 

the memory of Basil the Great it is superfluous for us to say, that they don’t have any relationship to the 

beginning of the year, the first of the year. The circumcision was placed on January 1st, because this is 

the eighth day from Christmas. The memory of Basil the Great, because on the 1st of January of the year 

379 the death, the falling asleep, to use a more Christian expression, of the holy Father occurred. The 

latter’s association with new year’s, the gifts, the sweets, etc. has a purely folkloric character. 

 The Church officially seems to be ignorant of the change of the year, the celebrations and the 

events which accompany it, as if she is living in another world of her own, which is not influenced by 

the alteration of the corrupt and flowing systems of time of this temporal world. Admittedly this would 

not be out of agreement with the superworldly character of our worship. For the beginningless, eternal 

and unending God, days, months and years don’t exist. A thousand years for Him is like the day of 

yesterday which passed and like a three hours of the night watch according to the psalmist (Ps. 89:4). Or 

as the Ap. Peter adds  “one day to the Lord is like a thousand years and a thousand years as one day” (2 

Peter 3:8). Precisely this attachment and servile attachment to “weak and poor data” of worldly 

calculations, the apostle Paul condemns writing to the Galatians: “you observe days and months and 

seasons and years. I fear that maybe in vain I have toiled in you” (Gal. 4:1). 

 Without however, the Church denying the superworldly character of her worship and without 

being enslaved to the times of this world, it would follow that she could not be able to overlook the 

distinction of seasons and years. It is not only a divine organization, but also a human one. She is not 

only superworldly, but also in the world. The perfect type of mixing these two elements of hers was 

given by the incarnate God. Just as He was “perfect God and perfect man”, “of one essence with the 

Father according to Godhead and of one essence with us according to humanity”, just as the two 

natures were united in the Godman Christ harmoniously and inseparably, precisely thus also the 

Church, according to the model of her head, formulated into a godmanly organism. And her worship 

precisely mixed the divine and the human without change and inseparably. Just as precisely the divine 

nature in Christ adopted and deified the human also, thus also the worship of the Church adopted and 

sanctified the forms of this world. She Christianized them, deified them. She didn’t reject them, nor did 

she crush them, just as Christ did not reject nor burn up with the fire of Godhead the earthen vessel of 

human flesh which he put on.  

 The adoption of the above, we also find in the festal calendar of the Church. When the gospel of 

salvation was heard in the world and the Church was comprised, she did not strive to invent any new 

calendar, nor to invent new superworldly subdivisions of time. In the places where it spread she found 
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many systems of measuring time, various calendars. She adopted them and Christianized them. 

Characteristic examples we saw in the run down which we did at times on the liturgical year. The 

sacred days of the calendars of the Jews or of the idol worshippers she did not abolish. She baptized 

them in Christ and garbed them with Christ, as also the Jews and the idol worshippers. The 14th of 

Nisan, the Passover of the Jews, the remembrance of the passage of the Red Sea, became the Pascha of 

the Lord, the passing over of Christ and everyone with Him from death to life. The feast of the handing 

down of the Law and of the harvest, Pentecost, became the feast of the descent of the Holy Spirit and 

the beginning of the spiritual harvest. The Sabbath, the weekly feast of the resting from works, became 

Sunday, the weekly feast of the resurrection. The 25th of December, the idol worshipping feast of the 

birth of the sun, became the feast of the birth of the sun of righteousness, of Christ and so forth. 

 And the first of the year? Here things are more complicated, so for this reason also the history of 

the Christianization of the first of the year is long and unsmooth. Probably however for this reason it 

also is more interesting. We will not follow this whole labyrinth. Merely one glance at the multitude and 

to the variety of calendars, which Christianity found during the first period of its life, is sufficient to 

create for us the impression of a biblical Babel. Almost every city and area had its own calendar, which 

many times is also distinguished in old and in new. This was mainly due to the lack of a firm criterion 

to measure time, naturally also in the breaking up of the peoples of the earth. The sun and the moon 

and the natural phenomena gave to all peoples the measures of dividing time. Genesis also writes it: 

“And God said let there be luminaries in the firmament of heaven to shine upon the earth, to separate 

between day and between night and let them be unto signs and unto seasons and unto days and unto 

years” (Gen. 1:14). But from this point up to there existing a common way of measuring time the 

distance is great. The sun and moon year, the alteration of seasons of the year and the phases of the 

moon, do not give us the same measure. Nor was it easy, especially with the astronomical knowledge of 

the time, to calculate with absolute precision the duration of these periods. Add to these also the 

irrational many times, especially in this type of matter, conservativeness of people, who prefer to 

remain attached to an old, proven mistaken, form, out of fear of the new and the unknown. More 

especially for the choice of day for the beginning of the year the criterion was still more unstable, 

analogous with the presuppositions which prevailed. If, in other words, the solstice would be taken as 

the beginning, and which of the two, the summer or winter one, if the equinox* and which of the two, 

the summer or fall one, if the seasons of the year and which of the four, if some religious feast or some 

important political event. All these stations are used as a starting point of the year in the various local 

calendars. Many times we have in the same calendar various first of the years, old and newer ones, 

religious and political ones etc. 

 So in Rome during the old calendar of Nouma Pompilius the beginning of the year was March 1st, 

the first month of spring. From this calendar the names of the seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth month 

are preserved still (September, October, November and December), even though according to the new 

calendar their numbering is different. Julius Caesar revised the calendar of Nouma in the year 45 B.C. 

(Julian calendar) and the first of the year was appointed to be January 1st. This day was celebrated by the 

pagans with great officialdom, sacrifices, masks, games of chance, intoxications and orgies. Some of 

these customs survived also in Christian societies, despite the reaction of the Fathers and the forbidding 

of Synods. January 1st in any case remained as the first of the year in the West also after the complete 

prevailing of Christianity, even though in certain areas of hers, March 1st was considered to be the first 

of the year, Christmas, the Annunciation or Pascha the old first of the year. 



13 

 

 In the East were more calendars and more first of the years. The Jews considered the lunar month 

of Nisan as first month, the first of spring, according to the full moon of which (Nisan 14) they 

celebrated the Passover. Later on as first month they appointed Tisri, the first lunar month of Fall. For a 

long duration of time, in any case, both first of the years coexisted, the 1st of Nisan and the 1st of Tisri.  

 Most local pre-Christian calendars of the East, like that of Asia Minor and of Ephesus, of Crete, of 

Cyprus, of Bithynia and of Ilioupolis of Syria had the day of the Fall equinox, September 24th as the first 

of the year, or the closest to it, beginning of the new month, that is October 1st, like the calendars of 

Antioch and of Seleucia of Syria. The 23rd of September in the meantime became the national feast of the 

Roman State, because it was the birthday of Octavian Augustus. So the first of the year was moved from 

the 24th to the 23rd of September. So the 23rd  of September was appointed  in 312 A.D. as the beginning 

of the Indictus or of the Indiction, that is the period  for the taxing by the Roman decree, which applied 

for 15 years. Indictus later on ended up meaning also the period of a year, while the beginning of the 

Indictus the first of the year. This first of the year of the 23rd of September, the Church of the East 

accepted at first and Christianized. In this was placed the first event of the gospel story, the conception 

of the Baptist. From this or the Monday after this began the successive reading of the Gospel, from the 

Gospel According to Luke, which aside from the conception of the Baptist narrates to us other events 

also of the beginning of the story of the New Testament, which the other evangelists did not preserve 

for us, like the annunciation of the Theotokos, the visit to Elizabeth and the birth of the Forerunner. In 

the year 462 A.D. the first of the year was moved to September 1st for practical reasons and for the first 

of the year to coincide with the first of the month. This day was henceforth the beginning of the 

Indictus, or the first of the year, during the whole Byzantine period. And this was sanctified by the 

Church.  

 The service of September 1st, which is contained today in our liturgical books, refers in great part 

to the first of the year. The gospel reading of the liturgy was taken again from the evangelist Luke, who 

describes the first public appearance of the Lord in the synagogue of Nazareth and His first sermon 

about the “acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4:16 etc.) The Rubric of Saint Sophia of Constantinople of 

the 10th century foresees a litany “to the forum” and the Rubric of Saint Sophia of Thessalonica of the 

15th century a litany throughout the city and a holy water service. This last one preserves also the 

petitions and the ectenias which were said by the hierarch at the end of the litany. “For the ecumenical 

establishment and stability of the holy Churches of God and the union of all…” “For the deliverance of 

our souls and for the crushing of Satan beneath our feet and to preserve this city and every city and 

country unshakable and unburned and bloodless….”. When during the more recent years the Roman 

first of the year of January 1st came also to the East, the Church for various reasons no longer had the 

strength to absorb and Christianize it. She remained attached to her middle age first of the year, to the 

beginning of the Indictus, September 1st, a day which was no longer the first of the year. During January 

1st today in our churches homilies are heard about the first of the year during the sermons – and this is a 

part of divine worship – and at the end of the liturgy a doxology occurs mixed with a petition for the 

blessing of the new year, which has entered somewhat interjectorily to the in other aspects unrelated to 

the first of the year liturgical content of the day. However a hymnographical material of unparalleled 

beauty remains unused, buried deep beneath the ruins of the ancient first of the year, September 1st. 

 
 (Translated from the Peiraike Ecclesia Magazine Vol. 244 Jan. 201,3  pp. 18-20) 

 



14 

 

ORTHODOX WORLD MISSIONS 
OCMC (Orthodox Christian Mission Center) 
 

MISSION, VISION, & VALUES 
(Reprinted from the IOCC web-site) 

 

The Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 

Our Mission: 
As the official missions agency of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and 

Central America it is OCMC's mission to make disciples of all nations by bringing people to 

Christ and His Church.  

 

Our Vision: 
That all people may come to know the saving love of our Lord: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

Our Values : 

1. We value proclaiming and witnessing Christ to all people with priority given to those 

who have never heard or accepted the Gospel. 

2. We value sharing the love of Christ for the care of the total person – spiritual and 

physical. 

3. We value ministry in the language and culture of the people. 

4. We value our people – well-trained Missionaries, Staff, Board, Supporters, Indigenous 

Leadership and those being served. 

5. We value communities, parishes, and individuals that are mission-minded and have 

active mission involvement. 

6. We value being an open and transparent agency that values the gifts of stewardship 

provided to us by the faithful. 

Consider joining an OCMC Orthodox Mission Team in 2014. 
Mission Teams serve our Holy Orthodox Church’s unending mission effort that all people may 

come to know the saving love of our Lord. Be a living witness on a Healthcare team to Tanzania 

or Uganda, work with youth in Albania or Moldova, or offer your talents on other OCMC Teams 

in 2014. Team applications and details are available online at www.ocmc.org or call the OCMC at 

1.877.463.6787 (ext 142) for more information. 

 

St Nicholas Missions Program 

http://www.ocmc.org/
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ORTHODOX WORLD MISSIONS – IOCC  
 

ABOUT IOCC: In response to a need expressed by members of our Orthodox Christian community, 

International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) was established in 1992 as the official international 

humanitarian relief and development agency of the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox 

Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA). IOCC is now an official agency of the Assembly of Canonical 

Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America, the successor to SCOBA. In seeking to provide 

assistance to those in need, either in response to emergencies or to meet long-term socio-economic 

development needs, IOCC’s fundamental policy is to develop a sustainable indigenous capacity to carry 

out such programs. All programs are guided by program integrity and the highest standards of 

steward-ship and accountability to donors. Overseas offices are established by IOCC if the Orthodox 

hierarchy of the country in question have made a request; if there is a need to use IOCC skills to 

enhance the capacity of the Church and other institutions to reach the poor more effectively; and if the 

scale of the program requires an on-site presence to monitor targeting of beneficiaries, program 

implementation and reporting.  

INSPIRATION: Matthew 25:35-36, 40 “For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and 

you gave me drink; I was a stranger and you welcomed me; I was naked and you clothed me; I was sick 

and you visited me; I was in prison and you came to me . . . as you did it to one of the least of these my 

brethren, you did it to me.” 

VISION: We envision that, by God’s grace, IOCC will respond, without discrimination, to those who 

are suffering and in need, to enable them to continue to improve their own lives and communities and 

to have means to live with dignity, respect and hope. 

MISSION: IOCC, in the spirit of Christ’s love, offers emergency relief and development programs to 

those in need worldwide, without discrimination, and strengthens the capacity of the Orthodox Church 

to so respond. 

COMMITMENT & CONTEXT: IOCC, an agency of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops 

of North and Central America, represents Orthodox Christians in North America and understands its 

work to include developing in Orthodox Christians a commitment to philanthropy and global 

cooperative involvement in the diaconal work of the Orthodox Church. 

PRINCIPLES: 
• IOCC will respond to humanitarian needs, without discrimination, through programs which may be 

carried out in cooperation with Orthodox and ecumenical partners and governmental and non-

governmental organizations. 

• IOCC will act with respect and love to all people regardless of gender, ethnicity, creed and physical 

ability, and will encourage others to do the same. 

• IOCC programs place a premium on the safety of its staff, partners, and all those that it serves in 

determining all aspects of its operations. 

• IOCC programs will reflect a respect for the culture and experience of local and international partners 

. 
For more information on IOCC's strategic plan for 2012 – 2016 please go to web-site:  

http://www.iocc.org/pdffiles/iocc-strategic-plan.pdf 

St Nicholas Missions Program 

http://www.iocc.org/pdffiles/iocc-strategic-plan.pdf
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
BELOW ARE SOME GENTLE REMINDERS ABOUT CHURCH ETIQUETTE AND TRADITION. 

- ATTIRE: We should offer Christ our “Sunday best,” both in conduct and dress. We should dress neatly and modestly. 

Shoulders and midriffs should be covered, and discretion used concerning skirt lengths and excessive makeup and 

jewelry. 

- Along with fasting before church (from both food and nasty language), gum is a no-no during services, as well as a 

few hours after receiving Holy Communion. 

- Please blot lip-stick before venerating icons and receiving communion. 

- NOISE: We encourage participation in the responses, but ask that ALL conversations be kept for coffee (social) hour.  

While this may be particularly challenging to our youth, please encourage them not to talk to each other during the 

time leading up to Holy Communion. 

- THE EUCHARIST:  Holy Communion is a sacrament of the Orthodox Church, and as such only for Orthodox Christians 

(by baptism or chrismation) who have prepared spiritually through fasting and repentance.  It is the peak of our 

service, and as such should be respected with silence and prayer.   

 STEWARDSHIP 2013—2014 Stewardship is like oxygen for our church! Stewardship is the most important source 

that sustains our church, and our church needs loving and heartfelt support. At the present time, less than  40% of our 

parish income is derived from stewardship. This means that we depend on other sources to sustain 60% of OUR 

church’s needs. This is OUR  church; it does not belong to somebody else! In order for OUR Church to serve OUR 

needs, let us think about giving differently. Let us work together that our church’s needs will be sustained fully (100%) 

through Stewardship! 

As you know, the increased unemployment in Greece and indebted government continues to reduce wages, pensions 

and health services,  has left millions of families in Greece and mainly the  young and elderly people facing poverty , 

hunger , suicide , loss of homes and an uncertain future . Today , more than 250,000 people daily are fed through soup 

kitchens and food packages the Archdiocese of Athens ( Charities of the Archdiocese of Athens ) and other 

Metropolises ( 200-300 Parishes throughout Greece ) provide to the homes of needy citizens . The parish council at its 

last meeting decided the proceeds from the second tray every month to be sent to the Charity of the Archdiocese of 

Athens ¨Apostoli ¨. "No one without  food , no one without medicine , and your  help  can change our lives . " You can 

help us in the effort to secure the necessary to our brothers back home . 

2014 Senior Citizens meetings are on the second Monday of each Month 12:00 noon at the Cambanes Hall. Everyone 

is welcome age 50 and over. The rest of the year’s meetings are January 13, February10, March 10, April 7, May 12, 

June 9, October 13, November 10, December 8 2014. Next meeting January 13 @12.00 pm in Cambanis Hall. 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS  CONGRATULATIONS. to Bill Argeros, Tom Gentis , George Mouhlas, Manny Economedes, 

and Stanley Vasiliadis who were elected to the Parish Council.  

A BIG THANK YOU to the outgoing members of the parish council Dimitri Bozikis and George Nassif 

SOCIAL MATTERS AND SACRAMENTS 

WEDDINGS 

BIRTHS 

CONGRATULATIONS TO FATHER ALEXANDER AND PRESVYTERA STEPHANIE for the  birth of their son Christopher. Na sas 

Zisi  Father Alexander 

CONGRATULATIONS:  To Mr. and Mrs.  John E. and Paraskevi Kotsatos for the birth of the baby Boy Michael- Nektarios 

on December 26th 2013  Best wishes to grandparents Fr. Michael and Presv. Maria Varvarelis  and Eleftherios and Despina 

Kotsatos,  May God bless him Na sas Zisi! 

BAPTISMS 

DEPARTURES 

OUR CONDOLENCES  to the families of Stanley Vasiliadis and Constantine Vasiliadis  for the loss of their mother  Barbara 

Vasiliadis  who passed away and her funeral was yesterday. May God provide her a good paradise. May her memory be 

eternal 
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2014 House Blessings 
During the weeks following the Feast of Theophany, it is customary for the  

Parish Priest to visit the homes of his parishioners, bringing with him Holy Water  

from the Great Sanctification of the Waters.  We ask the Lord to grant peace, health,  

salvation and protection to the home and family residing in it. 

 

 
 

From January 5th until completion, our clergy will be making trips to various neighborhoods to 

bless homes.  You are invited to  sign up in the church narthex, or online at 

www.stnicholas.org/houseblessings.  Father will call or email at least 2 days ahead of time, with the date 

and time that he anticipates he will be in the area.  If you are not available, we will set up another time. 

 

2014 Locations: 

+Fr. Nicholas Palis will be blessing all homes in Allentown and surrounding cities. 

+Fr. Alexandros Petrides will be blessing all home in Bethlehem and surrounding cities. 

+Fr. Nicholas Kossis is available by request to bless whomever's home is requested.   

 

Be sure to visit www.stnicholas.org/houseblessings to learn more about how to prepare. 

 

While it has become customary in Orthodox culture to offering a monetary gift to the priest when the 

house is blessed, this is not a requirement.  It does not cost anything to have your house blessed - your 

clergy are available to you free of charge whenever you need them.   

 

With love in the Lord, 

 

+Fr. Nicholas Palis 

 

http://www.stnicholas.org/houseblessings

