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Dear Parishioners and Friends,                                                                                 February, 2015                

Greetings in Christ! 

On Sunday February 1st we begin the three-week period of time in the Church known as 

Triodion. During this time our Church prepares us for the Lenten fast with the themes of humility with 

the Parable of the Publican and the Pharisee, repentance, with the Parable of the Prodigal Son, and 

judgment with the parable of the last Judgment. These themes prepare us for Great Lent which begins 

on Clean Monday, February 23rd.  

On Monday, February 2 we will celebrate the Presentation of our Lord in the Temple. This is when the 

Elder Symeon received Christ and said the beautiful hymn which is said at the end of every Vespers 

service, “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation...” 

According to tradition the Elder Symeon was one of the 72 translators of the Septuagint, the Old 

Testament used by our Church. When he got to the verse where the Prophet Isaiah prophecies about the 

virgin birth, he translated it correctly but could not believe it. God revealed to him that he would live to 

see it fulfilled. And when he held the Savior, he realized he had seen the fulfillment of the prophecy and 

cried out. “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy 

salvation...” Something that I find amazing is that even though the Jews of the time tended to have a 

very ethnocentric idea about the Savior, in his prayer he exclaims that the Lord would be “a light for 

revelation to the gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel”. This shows that he realized that the 

Messiah, the Savior would be for all people and not just for the Jews.                                                                               

On Friday, February 6 our Metropolis is celebrating her patron Saint, Photios the Great, who was a 

Patriarch of Constantinople, a great scholar, theologian and defender of the Faith. On this day brother 

clergy from across the Diocese, as well as representatives of parish Philoptochos chapters, will converge 

in Pittsburgh where we will celebrate Liturgy and meet with His Eminence Metropolitan Savas to 

discuss the concerns of our Church.                                                                                                                                            

On Sunday, February 15th we will have one Divine Liturgy, followed by our Annual General 

Assembly, where we will discuss important issues related to the life of our Church. I pray that many of 

you can come.   

The main articles in this bulletin are: “The prodigality of existence” by Stavros Photiou, “Thoughts on 

the Epistle of Meatfare Sunday” by Mr. Constantine Gregoriades, which both have to do with the 

Triodion Sunday Scripture passages and “Advice For Spouses” by Saint John Chrysostom, all 

translated from the Peiraike Ecclesia Magazine. 

I pray that these articles will inspire us all to struggle spiritually for the glory of God and for our own 

salvation.  

                                                         In Christ’s love   

  Rev. Nicholas Palis                                                                                                                                                         
† Father Nicholas Palis                                  



3 

 

Thoughts on the Epistle of Meatfare Sunday 
 

1. Food sacrificed to idols in the light of the love of Christ 
 

The problem of the food offered to idols refers the person of every age to the foundational 

relationship of love with freedom. In the years of the New Testament the food offered to idols may have 

been the cause of Christians falling into idolatry.  Today, but also in every age, this danger is not limited 

to this specific form of food offered to idols, but it extends to new and more dangerous forms of 

contemporary materialistic and practical idolatry, which seems to comfortably prevail in the whole 

Christian world. 

 The foods offered to idols were those slaughtered foods, which the idolaters offered as sacrifice 

to the gods.  Usually they sacrificed the feet and the intestines of the animal, dressed with its fat and 

they would throw it in the fire of the altar.  The rest of the slaughtered food they would eat in the meals 

or the suppers or would even sell in the market.  

 There were Christians, who continued to preserve family and social relationships with the 

idolaters. There were those, who believed unshakably in Christ and that in the material creation nothing 

was impure or cast out, because everything was destined to be sanctified in communion with the Triune 

God.  They also believed that the idols and the wood and the stones and the “demons” have no power, 

which is able to harm or to benefit the believing person. 

             They accepted that which the Apostle Paul underlines: “But to us there is but one God, the Father, 

of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by 

him” (1 Corinthians 8: 6).  In other words, for us there is one God, our Father from whom everything 

comes and we belong to him and one Lord Jesus Christ through whom everything was created and we 

came into existence through him.  These Christians were comfortably able to partake in suppers, where 

among other foods they would offer foods sacrificed to the idols, in other words, meat from the 

slaughters which had been offered as a sacrificed to the gods. 

    There were, however, also Christians, who had weak faith, in other words, they continued to 

fear the idols, and did not have the strength to scorn them through faith in Christ.  Without wanting to 

and without understanding, they believed that these slaughters had magical and demonic powers in 

them.  So for this reason, they avoided taking part in such suppers, because their conscience was 

defiled, when they would see other Christians partaking in the suppers.  

 

II.  Free love and loving freedom 
 

The Christians of Corinth also faced this problem of the food offered to idols.  The whole matter 

was clearly existential and spiritual and the food with the food offered to idols was just the cause, the 

starting point.  The root of the problem was man’s relationship with God and with other people. 

God’s love is expressed in all the gifts, which God freely gave man. So for this reason, the 

offering of love is identified with the ascent of freedom in man.  It is not possible for these two truths to 

be separated from one another.  That which associates man with God and other people is his attitude 

toward these two “difficult meanings” the Fathers of the Church would call them-foundational 

existential truths, in other words, in love and freedom. 
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As a result this relationship is not influenced either by food or by man’s free knowledge, for 

“there is no idol in the world” and consequently the undangerous and unrelated, applied to the food 

offered to the idols. 

The faithful Christian is free to eat of the meats of the food offered to idols.  This freedom, 

however, is directly associated with the communion of love for other people.  Consequently the 

freedom of the believing person is not able to function separately from love for other people. 

If something like that happens, then the believer may harm his brother, when furthermore he has 

weak faith and has not been delivered from the superstitions and his weaknesses.  In the case where the 

freedom of the believing person is not founded on love for his brother, then it is an expression of 

egotism, which in the end may spiritually harm his fellow man.  The results of such an autonomising 

and emancipation of freedom from love is destructive, because  his fellow man, the person weak in 

faith, awaits from the one “strong in faith” understanding and helpfulness, so as to surpass the crisis of 

his faith. If, however, he does not find something like that in the conduct of the believing person, then 

the weak brother in order to secure his shaken existence “returns again upon the weak and poor 

elements of the world”, in other words, to idolatry, which previously he was enslaved to.  (Gal. 4:4). 

 

III. The threat of contemporary idolatry 

Despite the fact that today there is no issue of food sacrificed to idols, nevertheless contemporary 

man is in danger from the complete submission to the dangers of practical idolatry. The deification of 

man’s achievements in the area of science and technology is founded and based exclusively on man’s 

material and biological powers and abilities. 

In such a journey man feels his existence “empty” of every spiritual value and power, so for this 

reason also, he attempts to secure it based on the imposed power, on money and on material goods. 

While because there are a number of demands for the same goal, for this reason also, manners of 

worldwide imposition are sought, which don’t accept disputation even by a few people. 

The pushed worldwide universalization of the economy with the projected “New Order” of 

matters characterizes contemporary man’s course. In one such framework, we not only have individual 

or also collective demands of interests, but the economic cycles of the few (=most manifestly the 

oligarchy which is being altered into a worldwide monocracy) submits people on a flat planet to a 

system, which, of course, leads and concludes in the worst form of inhumanity. 

The promise of “New Order” which will bring the world “the joyous Paradise” through the 

deification of financial values, reminds us of the wrong course of the totalitarian states, which with their 

seeming “collapsing”, changes also the transformed forms of their imposition. 

The spasmodic reactions of people are not based on the ignored revelation and development of 

man’s divine gifts, but on the projection and the demand of the so-called individual rights of man. The 

individual rights which today are projected collectively and syndicalistically, naturally will be 

juxtaposed to the advancement of the social whole. 

The one-sided pushing of rights “voluntarily” weakens man’s disposition for a conscientious and 

intense productive work, because something like this demands efforts and sacrifices, which the person 

“of lesser effort” is not ready to accept. Here the initial cause must be found for the prevalence of easy 

gain, which causes fearful upheavals in human society.  
From the book, Word and being, Publ. by The Transfiguration of the Savior, Milesi, Attica. 

Translated from Peiraike Ecclesia Magazine, Feb. 2014, Vol. 256, pp. 8-9. 
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SAINT NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY, 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2014 
1.OPENING PRAYER & SPIRITUAL THOUGHTS 

Father Nicholas Palis opened the meeting with a prayer, and shared with the council the life of Saint 

Minas. 

 

2. REPORT OF PRIEST  

Father Nicholas Palis thanks council for all the support, and efforts provided by council for the church 

feastday and his nameday. 

Father Nicholas Palis thanks previous president Valante Fliakos and current president Manny 

Economedes and presented each of them with icons. 

Father Nicholas Palis thanks the outgoing parish council members Dionysios Pappas and Charalambos 

Marangos. 

Father reported a leak in the side room of the altar.  Peter Dectis will investigate. 

The 40 day liturgies during the Christmas advent period are going well. 

Father uggests a formation of a welcoming committee for new members and visitors 

The website that provides the text of the matins services for parishioners will no longer be provided as a 

free service, a charge will take place for utilizing this service, and Father would like for a subscription to 

be looked into.  Suggestion was made that the funds be taken from liturgical operations. Kosta Hristofas 

makes a motion to pay for the service seconded by Dimitri Economou.  Motion passes unanimously. 

Father Alexandros Petrides gave a recap of all the youth organizations and parish council seminar: 

i.Parish Council seminars with Easton and Stroudsburg went very well, and a suggestion was made to 

continue these very beneficial gatherings. 

ii.MOM (Martha or Mary) held their first gathering on Saturday November 15.  The event went very well 

and was enjoyed by all. 

iii.JOY Father Nicholas Palis reported that the group recently had a synaxis that went very well. 

iv.GOYA will be doing a fundraising effort for the benefit of the Orthodox church at ground zero.  GOYA 

will also begin a new bible study beginning next year. 

v. 

3. ROLL CALL & ACTIONS ON EXCUSES FOR ABSENCE 

Absent William Argeros, Ted Evangelou, Dionysios Pappas, Stanley M. Vasiliadis, Charalambos 

Marangos,  

Present:  Father Nicholas Palis, Father Alexandros Petrides, Manny Economedes, George Mouhlas, 

Tom Gentis, Kosta Hristofas, George Lioudis, Manny Tatalias, Peter Dectis, Valante Fliakos, Joel 

Garcia, Dimitri Economou 

 

4. MEETING MINUTES 

- Tom Gentis presented the Minutes for the November Council Meeting. Kosta Hristofas made a motion 

to accept the minutes as corrected, seconded by Joel Garcia.  The motion passed unanimously. 

-  
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5. TREASURER’S REPORT                                                                                                                                               

Kostas Hristofas reports that the total income for the time period between November 1, 2014 and 

November 30, 2014 totaled:  $56,904.59. Additionally, Kosta Hristofas reported that the expenses for the 

same time period totaled:  $54,473.45.  Net Income totaled:  $2,431.14. 

Peter Dectis makes a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented. The motion was seconded 

by George Lioudis.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS                                                                                                                             

Stewardship 

i. Manny Economedes reports that there is a Stewardship meeting every Wednesday at 7pm..   

ii. Manny Economedes reports average family pays $515.   

iii. There will be a Stewardship newsletter distributed on Sunday that will mention that the parish 

directory will be updated.  Father Alexandros discusses a desire to do a picture directory.  A 

suggestion is made to look into which parishioners may be interested in heading up this effort. 

iv. Manny Economedes provides a list of stewards who have not yet submitted stewardship in 2014 was 

made available so that council members who felt comfortable contacting those they knew could 

provide a gentle reminder that the year is coming to a close.   

v. Leadership meeting on January 20, 2015; 83 families have been identified as leaders in the community 

and will be asked for their insight.   

- Festival: Meeting date yet to be decided 

- Building and Grounds 

i. Fire Alarm System 

Manny Economedes reports that Star Security has been given the green light to begin installation of the 

fire alarm and we need to pay for half of the cost. 

ii. Copier 

Manny Economedes reports that there are numerous issues with our copy machine and that the current 

vendor has failed on multiple occasions to address the issues in a timely or satisfactory manner.   

iii. Cleaning  

The janitor is need of a new heavy duty snake to help assist in unclogging the restroom toilets.  $250 

was authorized to be spent on this new piece of equipment. 

The grease traps are leaking and in need of repair, the same person will also replace the sump pump. 

iv. Computer 

Manny Economedes reports that East Penn Business will be installing the new church Wi-Fi system 

throughout the church in the very near future. 

 

7. OLD BUSINESS 

Centennial 

v.2016 will mark the Centennial celebration of our church.  Preliminary plans are in place to invite the 

Archbishop for an event to be planned.  Dates were discussed and either the feast day or the day the 

church was consecrated were listed as potential dates  

New Year’s Eve 
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vi.Tom Gentis and Kostas Hrousis are co-chairing the event.  A number of small final details were 

discussed and plan finalizations have been completed for the event. 

 The feastday celebration was revisited and discussed.  All council members agree that it was a great 

success. 

Manny Economedes reiterated the procedures that council members should follow regarding the 

communion lines and passing of trays on Sundays. 

 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

Suggestion made to hold a Parish Council Seminar at the Holy Protection Monastery with the area 

parishes (Easton & Stroudsburg) in April. 

Kosta Hristofas discusses a letter sent from City of Bethlehem about planting a tree on the sidewalk 

berm to replace a tree that had died at the same location.  It was determined that the tree will be 

replaced in the spring time. 

Christmas Services for Christmas day there will be two services one at 10 pm Christmas Eve and the 

second will be in the morning.  New Years Day Orthros will be at 9am.  Manny Economedes took a list 

of available council members.   

Tentative date for Oath of parish council members will be on January 4, 2015 after the first service. 

Vasilopita will be distributed on January 18, 2015 after both services. 

A family is in need of additional funds and a suggestion was made to pass a second tray on December 

21, 2014.  

a. Motion to Adjourn by Joel Garcia seconded by Valante Fliakos.  Motion passed 

unanimously.  Father Alexandros Petrides gave the closing prayer. 

b. Charalambos Marangos mentions numerous small but substantive issues he has been observing at 

the Pangari including fixing some torn carpet and proper cleaning materials for the icons.  Manny 

Economedes states that all his concerns will be looked into. 

c. Manny Economedes presented to council a Thank You note from Eleni Lioudis recipient of the Pan 

Karaburnian Scholarship thanking the scholarship committee for awarding her and recognizing her 

accomplishments. 

d. Motion to Adjourn by Valante Fliakos seconded by George Mouhlas.  Motion passed 

unanimously.  Father Alexandros Petrides gave the closing prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

Rev. Nicholas Palis  Tom Gentis Emmanuel Economedes 

Dean Secretary Parish Council President 

 

† Father Nicholas Palis                                 Tom Gentis                                              Emmanuel Economedes                 
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February 2015 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESD

AY 
THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   

1TRIODION BEGINS 
 7:15 AM Orthros 
8:30 AM D. Liturgy 
9:45 AM Sun. School 
10:15 AM D. Liturgy 
5:00 PM Vespers 
6:00 PM GOYA Super Bowl 
Party 

 

2 8 AM 
Orthros/Liturgy 
(Presentation of Christ) 
4:45 PM Greek School 
 
7:00 PM Bible Study 

 

 

3 4 5  
 
6 PM Paraclesis  

7 PM Orthodox Study 

6 
  
 
7 PM GOYA Bible Study  

 
 

7 
2:00 PM Baptism 

4:30 PM Baptism 

 

 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

8 7:15 AM Orthros 
8:30 AM D. Liturgy 
9:45 AM Sun. School 
10:15 AM D. Liturgy 
 7:30 PM SS Teachers 

9 
12 PM Senior Citizens 
4:45 PM Greek School 

 
7:00 PM Bible Study 

 

10  
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 
 (St. Haralambos) 
 
7 PM Parish Council 

 

11 
5 PM Acad. Exec. 
5:30 PM Acad. Adv.  
6:30 PM Acad. PTO 
 
 

12 
6 PM Paraclesis  
7 PM Orthodox Study 

13 
 
 

14  8 AM 

Orthros/Liturgy 
(Saturday of Souls) 

7 PM Great Vespers 

 

15 MEATFARE 
7:45 AM Orthros 
9:10 AM D. Liturgy 
9:45 AM Sun. School 
11:00 AM General Assembly  
4:30 PM Youth Bowling 

16 
6 PM Vespers 

7 PM Bible Study  

 

17 8 AM 
Orthros/Liturgy 
 (St. Theodore) 

 
 

18 
 

19 8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 
(St. Philothei of Athens) 
6 PM Paraclesis  
7 PM Orthodox Study 

 
 
 

20 
   

21 8 AM 
Orthros/Liturgy 
(Saturday of Souls) 

 
7 PM Great Vespers 
 

22 CHEESEFARE 

 7:15 AM Orthros 
8:30 AM D. Liturgy 
9:45 AM Sun. School 
10:15 AM D. Liturgy  
 5:30 PM JOY Synaxis 

7 PM Forgiveness Vespers 

  
  

23 LENT BEGINS 
 
4:45 PM Greek School        

  

6 PM Great Compline 
 & Canon of St. Andrew    

  
 

24 
6 PM Great Compline 
 & Canon of St. Andrew 

 
   
 

25 
5:45 PM Presanctified 

Liturgy 
  

26 
6 PM Great Compline 

& Canon of St. Andrew    

 

 

27 
8 AM Presanctified 

Liturgy 

7 PM Salutations  

28 8 AM 
Orthros/Liturgy 
(Saturday of Souls) 

 

7 PM Great Vespers 
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Advice For Spouses 
 

By Saint John Chrysostom 

 

 So let’s consider, that the man is the head and the woman the body, as this apostolic syllogism 

also proves: “The man is the head, in other words, the leader of the woman, as also Christ of the Church.  Christ 

is also the savior of His body, of the Church, as however the Church submits to Christ thus also women must in 

everything submit to their husbands” (Eph. 5:23-24). 

 You, the man, listen to Paul, who advises the woman to submit to you, and praise him and 

admire him. 

 Listen, however, to what he says further down. 

 Listen, to what he seeks from you: “husbands love your wives, as Christ loved the Church and offered 

His life for her” (Eph. 5:25).  Did you see previously the excess of submission?  Look now at the excess of 

love.  Do you want your wife to obey you, as the Church obeys Christ? 

 So you care for her, as Christ for the Church.  And if necessary for you to sacrifice your life for 

her, to become pieces a thousand times, to forbear and suffer everything, do not refuse to do it. 

 Because neither thus also will you have done something equal to that which Christ did for the 

Church, since you will have suffered for her with whom you are united, whereas the Lord suffered for 

her who turned away from Him and scorned Him. 

 So, as, Christ not with threats, not with curses, not with threats, but with much love and loving 

care, with striving and sacrifice managed to inspire good obedience in her who had saddened Him so 

much, thus you do also, thus you behave to your wife.  If she does not pay attention to you, if she faces 

you with pride, if she shows you scorn, you will be able to make her shape up with your great care, 

with your love and kindness, not with wrath and threats.  Only a servant can you chastise thus, or 

rather not even him, because quickly will get angry and will leave from your service.  To the companion 

of your life, to the mother of your children, to the basis of every joy in your family, you should not 

impose yourself with wildness and threats, but with love and a good manner. 

 What spousal life is this, when the wife trembles her husband?  And what family warmth will the 

husband enjoy, when he lives with the wife whom he treats as a servant?  And if you suffer something 

for her sake, don’t hit it to her. 

 Neither did Christ do something like that.  “Even his life,” he says, “he offered for her, wanting thus 

to cleanse her and to sanctify her” (Eph. 5:25-26).  Consequently she was impure, have faults, was ugly and 

despicable. 

 So for this reason, don’t seek from your wife these things which are not hers.  You see that the 

Church received everything from the Lord.  From him she became glorious and brilliant. Don’t feel 

aversion for the wife, because she happened to not be beautiful.  

 Listen to what the Scripture says: “the honey bee is so small among the winged animals, but the 

fruit of her labor’s is so sweet!” (Wisdom of Sirach 11:3).  The woman is a creature of God.  With your 

aversion she is not offended, but her Creator.  What does she have of her own? 

 Didn’t the Lord give her everything?  Why even the beautiful woman do not praise her, do not 

admire her.  The admiration of one and the scorning of the other shows a lewd human.  Seek the beauty 

of the soul and imitate the Bridegroom of the Church.  Physical beauty, beyond the fact that it is full of 
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haughtiness, causes jealousy, many times furthermore even unbased suspicions.  It doesn’t grant 

however pleasure?  For a little, yes.  For one month or two, at most for one year.  Afterwards no longer.  

Why, due to habit, beauty no longer makes an impression, which nevertheless retains her haghtiness.  

Something like this doesn’t occur in the case of a woman who does not have external beauty, has 

internal beauty however.  There pleasure and love is natural for the spouse to remain from the 

beginning unto the end undiminished, because it is coming from the beauty of the soul and not of the 

body. 

 Is there something more beautiful and the stars of the heaven?  Such a white body you cannot 

find me.  Such brilliant eyes you cannot show me. 

 When God created the stars, the angels admired them full of surprise.  And we now we admire 

them, not however so long, as when we first saw them.  This is what habit does.  It lessens the surprise, 

consequently also the admiration and the attraction. 

 Think now how much more this applies in the case of the wife. If furthermore some illness 

happens to find her, immediately everything vanished.  That’s why from the wife we should seek 

kindness, modesty, directness and sincerity.  These are the marks of the beauty of soul.  Let us not seek 

physical beauty.  Don’t you see so many many people, who took beautiful women, how they destroyed 

their life mournfully?  And don’t you see others, who, without having beautiful wives, lived very 

happily? 

 Neither, however, should we seek for the rich wife either.  Let no one expects to become rich 

through marriage.  Lewd and scornful is such enrichment.  Furthermore, as the apostle says, whoever 

wants to get rich, falls into temptation, into the trap of the devil, and into many foolish and harmful 

desires, which sink people into destruction and perdition”(1 Tim. 6:9). 

 So from the wife, do not seek money, but virtues.  Is it possible for you to be indifferent for the 

most important things and to be striving for the unimportant things?  Unfortunately, of however, in 

everything this is what we do. 

 If we obtain a child, we care not about how he will become a good person, but about how we will 

secure riches for him.  Not about how he will obtain good manners, but about how he will have many 

incomes.  In our job again, we don’t seek how we will exercise it honorably, but how it will bring us 

great gains.  So everything occurs for the money.  The eros of money has overcome us, so for this reason 

we are led to destruction…. 

 …  So, as much love you have for your own self, so much love God wants you to have for your 

wife.  Don’t you see that in our body we have many imperfections or deficiencies? 

 The one has crooked feet, the other paralyzed hands, the third some other member sick, so on 

and so forth. 

 And nevertheless, he does not misuse it or cut it off. On the contrary furthermore, he strives and 

takes care of it more than his healthy members, and the reason is obvious. 

 So as much as you love your own self, so much love your wife also.  Not only because the man 

and the woman have the same nature, but also for the more important cause: because they’re no longer 

two separate bodies, but one.  
(Translated from the magazine Peiraike Ecclesia, Vol. 256 February 2014 pp. 18-19.) 

From the book Matters of Life, Vol. 1. The development and translation of texts as well as the publication of the books have 

been done by the fathers of the Sacred Paracletos Monastery Oropos. 
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The prodigality of existence 
By Stavros Photiou 

“Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and 

dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, 

and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and 

refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many years I have 

served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my 

friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted 

calf!' 

 Laws restrain the world so that it is not altered into hell.  They set boundaries to people’s 

egocentrism. They are unable however to alter the world into paradise.  They are occupied only with 

the surface and the external covering. The law looks at the past.  Love looks at the future, it bets at the 

possibility of man to be transfigured.  

 The person of the law is prodigal in his being. He is trapped in self sufficiency and mechanical 

religiosity, he ceases seeking the utmost truth, is not burning with longing for the true life.  Faithful 

without faith, and just without love.  The only relationship he knows is the cold relationship of numbers 

and statistics.  He calculates and counts.  “So many years”. 

 If he is impeccable with his obligations, if he implements them to the fullest.  But he does not 

taste love, has not participated in the great heart of the father. “He who is estranged of the love of God, is 

estranged of God, since God is love”.1 So for this reason the person of the law, who exhausts his life in 

keeping the letter and the form, does not call his fellow man “my brother” but “this son of yours”.  He 

attacks his brother. He does not want and does not believe in regret and forgiveness.  In the end he 

accuses his own father because of his attitude towards the sinner.  Thus he shows that he didn’t ever 

love his father either since “he who says that he loves the Lord, and gets angry at his brother, is similar to him 

running during his sleep”2 And since he didn’t love God he did not meet him, so for this reason also he 

forms Him according to his measures, he wants Him cold and grim the counter of good works and sins, 

he gets angry when he sees Him being the grantor of mercy and philanthropy.3 He does not know that 

by judging he is judging himself, that becoming an evaluator of the life of the other he is evaluating the 

height of his own spirituality.  “He who is concerning himself with the sins of others or even from suspicion is 

judging his brother, did not yet set the beginning of repentance.  Nor is he researching to know his own sins, in 

truth being graver than a lead of many talants.  Nor did he know whence a person becomes heavy hearted, loving 

vanity and seeking falsehood”.4    

“And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make 

merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.” Got offers love to 

everyone, God always loves people.  It is man’s attitude before God’s love which creates hell or 

paradise.  

                                                
1
 Maximus the Confessor, First century chapters concerning love, 38, Philokalia two, p. 7.   

2
 John the Sinaite, letter, homily 30, Asteros publications, Athens 1970, p. 169.   

33
 Don’t call God just, for his justice is not known in your matters(…) and how can you call God just, when you encounter the chapter, 

concerning the pay of the workers?(…). How again does a man call God just, when he encounters the chapter of the prodigal son?” Isaac 
the Syrian, op. cit. Homily 6, p. 245.   
4
 Maximus the Confessor, Third century of chapters concerning love, 55, Philokalia 2, p. 34. 
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 Man’s failure to become a person, to have a relationship of love with his fellow man, facing the other 

person as an enemy of his own freedom, introduces the taste of hell.  The other person reminds me of my 

inability to become whole, to be in a loving relationship with him.  It shows me my missing the mark to have 

human communion and communication, it stresses my self-condemnation into the ego and into loneliness, it 

reveals the impasse of life which is finally my inability to love.  Dostoevski stunningly summarizes this 

experience: “Hell is the martyrdom of one not loving”.5 

 “Hell are the others” Chartre wrote in his despair.  The others become hell when I am not able to be 

associated with them, because their presence shows my inability to love. 

 More so however the other person becomes hell when he is a person, God, who not only is not 

enmitous or neutral with me but loves me madly, his love is offered to me constantly and he awaits my 

response.  This my failure to also love, is my hell.  God is not a punisher.  I am the punisher, the condition of 

my egotism, which deprives me of the sense of tenderness and of the loving care of God.6 

 Maybe did he not call the older son to enter into the feast? Maybe for so many years did he not offer 

him love?  He himself did not want to however, and behold the torture of his hell: that he is not able to 

participate in the joy, to be invited to the celebration and to not be going, to be living in the place of love and 

to not be loving.  In the end hell is man’s choice, when he is cut off from God, the source and fullness of love. 

“In the gehenna those damned, are whipped with the whip of love.  And how bitter and violent is the torture of love?  

 It is improper for one to think, that the sinners in gehenna are deprived of the love of God.  Love is an offspring 

of the knowledge of truth, which admittedly is given to everyone in common.  While love acts in its power in a double 

manner.  Damning the sinners on the one hand, as also occurs here from a friend to a friend.  While those who have 

kept what is necessary, rejoicing in her.”7 

 On the contrary paradise is the response to the love of God, the response to His calling, the 

experience of the ceaseless and unending union with Him.  “Paradise is the love of God”8 

 Paradise and hell is our attitude before the outpouring of love.  Its acceptance is paradise in life.  Its 

denial is hell and death.  The choice lies in man’s freedom.  Love for God and fellow man “for it is not simply, 

nor automatically that it happens to occur to us but through many pains, and great cares, and with Christ 

cooperating”9.   

 Love demands kenosis, self denial, sacrifice, it demands that you give blood to receive spirit.10 

Because love is not abstract.  It means on the contrary the breaking of the general and the impersonal, in 

order for the specific person in the specific need to be served. 

 In the Church, the community of love, the communion of brotherhood, the unity of peace, Christians, 

living and dead, the Body of Christ, depict God, reveal the existential unity and multiplicity of men, 

travelers of the earth and citizens of heaven, guardians and ministers of the truth, incarnate in history the 

love which is poured out and moves in order to encounter everything and to guide them there where 

“everything in all is God” (1 Cor. 15:28) knowing that “if I ascend to heaven, you are there.  If I descend to 

hades, again you are present” (Ps. 138:8) and that if we ourselves do not want “who shall separate us from 

the love of Christ?” (Rom. 8:35). 

  

 

                                                
5
 Dostoyevsky, Brothers Karamazov, 1: 6, if III.  From the teachings and homilies of Starets Zossimas, 9 

6
 “While this is judgment, that the light came into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light.”  John 3:19. 

7
 Isaac the Syrian op. cit, homily 84, p. 326. 

8 Isaac the Syrian op. cit, homily 72, p. 282. 
9 Macarius the Egyptian, Great epistle P. G., 34, 425. 
10

 Palladius of Hellenopolis, Additions to the Lausaic history, P. G.  65, 257. 
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PARISH NEWS  /  UPCOMING EVENTS 
SENIOR CITIZENS: ATTENTION: we will meet again in February 9  , 2015.. Senior Citizens meetings are on 

the second  Monday of each Month 12:00  pm in  Cambanes Ηall.  Everyone one is welcome ages 50 and 

over.  

FROM THE ICONOGRAPHY COMMITTEE: It's not too late! Please contact Fr. Palis or Steve Kandianis if you 

are interested in sponsoring one of the following icons soon to be placed in the Narthex: St. Porphyrios 

of Kavsokalyvia, St. George Karslides, St. Nicholas Planas, St. Panagis Basias, St. Moses the Ethiopean..  

SOCIAL MATTERS AND SACRAMENTS 

WEDDINGS 

Wedding Gongratulations! To newlyweds Mr. and Mrs. Hristo Hristov and Christina Karedis. Best 

wishes to koumbarous Mr. and  Mrs. Dimitri and Kelly Lilikakis.  Best wishes and may God bless you 

with love and happiness 

BIRTHS 

BAPTISMS 

Baptism Gongratulations!  To Mr. &  Mrs. Michael and Arezoo Mihalakis for the baptism of their son 

Micah-Μιχαήλ.  Best wishes to Godparents Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Elizabeth Katsaros. Na sas Zisi!  

May God bless you all!    

Baptism Gongratulations!  To Mr. &  Mrs. Scott and Maria-Moutafis-Fenstermacher for the baptism of  

their daughter Aggela- Dimitra.  Best wishes to Godparents Mr. and Mrs. Kipand and  Georgia Mitchell.  

Na sas Zisi!  May God bless you all! 

Baptism Gongratulations! To Mr. &  Mrs. Kyle and Alexandra Psathas DeLabar for the baptism of their 

son Michael-Μιχαήλ.  Best wishes to Godparents Mr. & Mrs. Michael Adrienne  Psathas.  Na sas Zisi!  

May God bless you all 

DEPARTURES 

Our Sinsere Condolences to the family of Gregory James Dimitriadis who  reposed to the Lord 

recently.  May God rest his soul and grant comfort to his family. 

Our Sinsere Condolences to the family of  Maria Petrakis who reposed to the Lord recently.  May God 

rest her soul and grant comfort to her family. 

 Our Sinsere Condolences to the family of Stella Loutraris who reposed to the Lord recently.  May God 

rest her soul and grant comfort to her family.   

Our Sinsere Condolences to Mrs. Thespina Gilbert for the repose of her sister Rose Terzis Phillips 

recently.  May her  memory be eternal. 

ALLENTOWN DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE are having their Annual Breakfast  Sunday February 8, 2015.  For 

both services after Church Service in Cambanes Hall Adult $ 6.00, Under 12  $3.00.  Proceeds Benefit St. 

Nicholas and other organizations.  

OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES  for Amanda Jane (35), beloved daughter of Roger (Stephanos) and 

Vanessa Hall, who fell asleep in our Lord 

MISCELLANEOUS  

Save the date for Bag and Basket Social!!! February 27th at 6:00.  At Saint Nicholas Cathedral Hall 

Sponsored by the Bethlehem  Paeon Chapter Daughters of Penelope. Prepaid tickets $20. At the door 

$25.00.  Prizes?  Beautiful Coach Bags(valued at up to $300.00) and fabulous Longenberger  Baskets.  

Proceeds go to our favorite charities and scholarships. Call 610-865-9010 Dianne Zumas. 
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