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A note from father Nicholas 

February, 2014 

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  

Greetings in Christ! 

On Sunday, February 2 we will celebrate the Presentation of our Lord in the Temple. This is 

when the Elder Symeon received Christ and said the beautiful hymn which is said at the end of every 

Vespers service, “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy 

salvation...” One of our articles translated from the Magazine Paraklisi, from the Metropolis of 

Lemesus, Cyprus, talks about the meaning and symbolism of the prayers for the birth, naming and 

churching of babies which is based on the above feast. 

On Thursday, February 6 our Metropolis is celebrating her patron Saint, Photios the Great, 

who was a Patriarch of Constantinople, a great scholar, theologian and defender of the Faith. On this 

day brother clergy from across the Diocese, as well as representatives of parish Philoptochos chapters, 

will converge in Pittsburgh where we will celebrate Liturgy and meet with His Eminence Metropolitan 

Savas to discuss the concerns of our Church. There is a very informative article on St. Photios the Great 

taken from the Magazine “Paraclisi” of the Metropolis of Lemesos.  

On Sunday February 9 we begin the three-week period of time in the Church known as 

Triodion. During this time our Church prepares us for the Lenten fast with the themes of humility, 

repentance, and judgment. We also prepare by breaking in gradually to fasting. During the first week 

of the Triodion there is no fasting, even on Wednesday and Friday. The second week is a normal week, 

and during the third week dairy and fish products are allowed, even on Wednesday and Friday, but 

not meat. Triodion leads us to the beginning of Lent on March 3rd.  

The main articles in this bulletin are: The Saints of Alaska, by  Theodore J. Riginioti, The mark of 

timeless faithfulness and diligence, by Catherine Tsakire, which talks about St. Haralambos, whom we 

celebrate on February 10th, and the two articles that we already mentioned above.  

I pray that these articles will inspire us all to struggle spiritually for the glory of God and for our 

own salvation.  

In Christ’s love, 

                                                                                                        † Fr. Nicholas Palis 
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The Presentation of the Lord 

The forty day blessing and its symbolism 
 

By Protopresbyter John Ioannou 

  

            On the occasion of the Great Feast of the Presentation of the Lord we will address in this article,  

the sacred and blessed act of the Forty Day blessing of the infant and his mother. We will explore some 

of its facets, and will delve a little into its meaning, clarifying this liturgical service of the Church from 

any per chance incorrect perceptions, prejudices and misunderstandings. 

The Sacred Prayer Book of the Church, as is known, includes prayers for baby and mother on 

the first day of birth, whilst blessing newborn on the eighth day in the sacred church before the icon of 

the Mother of God Full of Grace, with the prayer of the naming. There the priest asks the Lord that His 

holy name remain “unrenounced upon him/her." 

These are pebaptismal acts, concerning the progressive journey of the infant to Holy Baptism. 

Saying "Forty day blessing", we mean that the mother offers the newborn to the temple unto the glory 

of the Triune God. This act is very ancient and has its roots in the Mosaic Law. So, according to this 

law, forty days from the birth of the Godman Christ, the Lord was offered at the temple by his Virgin 

mother, and the elder Simeon received him. Under that provision of the Mosaic law "every firstborn 

male shall be dedicated to God, and he brings forth the legislated sacrifice to offer for this, a pair of 

turtle doves or two young pigeons”.  "That is, every firstborn male child was dedicated to God and for 

this reason a specific ceremony in the temple would take place, which also included the offering of two 

doves or pigeons. 

Then the elder Symeon receiving the Lord of the glory in his hands said the: "Now let 

your servant depart, O Lord, according to your word in peace. "Now, in other words, O Lord, let me 

die, after seeing the Savior of the world. For years the Righteous Symeon was waiting to see with his 

eyes his Lord and God. And now very happily, he could depart for the embrace of God. 

So every new mother, with the Virgin Mary as a model, holding her newborn in her arms, 

climbs the stairs of the Church for two basic reasons: first, to introduce the infant to the temple, so that 

it can then be baptized and participate in the worship life in Christ and then for the prayers of the forty 

day blessing to be read to her, which refers to cleansing the woman. 

Regarding the baby, the priest after reading the prayers, like another Symeon will 

take him in his embrace, will bring him to the church, three times doing the sign of the Cross, before 

the doors of the church in the middle of the church, and before the gates of the altar, saying the phrase 

"The servant or God is churched in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen." 

Here the parents, with much reverence offer their children to God, entrusting them to the love, and the 

nurturing warmth of the Heavenly Father . We could say that, “the forty day blessing” primarily refers 

to the child, since the greater part of the four prayers and the phrase: "The servant of God is churched 

... " concern the bringing in and the entrance of the infant to the church, "in imitation of the Lord", as 

well as his preparation "in due time” to be granted Holy Baptism. Consequently, it is the infant being 

"churched" and not the mother. The mother accompanies the infant and is blessed along with him. 

The mother now accompanies the child and is blessed by the priest, to enter henceforth 

http://www.imlemesou.org/images/stories/paraklisi/2012/paraklisi64.pdf#page=23
http://www.imlemesou.org/images/stories/paraklisi/2012/paraklisi64.pdf#page=23
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the sacred church and to be granted the Communion of the Holy Body and Blood of Christ. The 

parents have just have performed the most sacred mission, the birthgiving. Here we should emphasize 

that the prayer mentions both parents and it is wrong for only the mother to be present. Together they 

have become co-creators of God. They brought a new life into the world. They are not, either sinners or 

impure for this action of theirs. These are Jewish residues and concepts that do not have, I believe, a 

place in the Church of the grace of Christ. The woman is not punished to stay at home and outside the 

Church because she gave birth to a new being. 

Quite simply, there is a need after childbirth, for the body to return to the “previous condition" 

for the discomfort of the womb to heal, but also for the mother to continuously be with the infant. So 

for this reason, the holy and merciful Church, to some degree provides a license, a blessing to the 

woman who gave birth, to stay out of the Church and thus not to commune of the Immaculate 

Sacraments for the their fair period of forty days. Now, with the Forty Day blessing of the child, she is 

called: 

"being granted to enter into the Holy Church, to glorify with us, your all-holy name ... ". 

For all the above reasons, we should also say that when a woman has a premature cessation of 

the pregnancy, we do not read therein the service of the Forty Day blessing, but the analogous prayer 

which comforts and strengthens the woman: "heal the pains, grant healing and robustness to the body 

with her soul, o philanthropic One” ... "Raise her up from the bed, on which she lies...”  And this not 

on the fortieth day, but if possible, from the very first day. 

Here we should also refer to some superstitions, which unfortunately prevail in some parts of 

Cyprus and it would be good if they were eliminated. It refers to some amulets, which we see 

accompanying the infant, even when he is offered to the church for the Forty Days. The stones with 

eyes, the horseshoes, or clothing with clothes inside out, supposedly to protect the baby from evil, are 

bad habits, however deeply rooted in the minds of the people. These phenomena show more ignorance 

and disbelief. It is good for parents to seek the advice of their spiritual fathers on such matters, and to 

entrust them to Christ, to the All Holy Virgin and to the Saints of the Church, especially to the patron 

Saints of children, Saint Marina, Saint Stylianos etc. Blessed is the habit of celebrating the small holy 

water blessing, when the mother and the newborn return home, where we read Special Prayers: 

"Shelter her under the shelter of your wings ... " and "preserve the born infant from  every poisoning, 

difficulty, from evil spirits ... " etc. 

In conclusion, we could say that during the service of the Forty Day Blessing, the infant, in 

imitation and foreshadowing of the Presentation of Christ the Saviour, is dedicated and offered to be 

sanctified in the church, while the mother Church receives in her embrace the mother also- 

symbolizing Mary-and brings her back in this manner to participate in her Holy and sacred 

Sacraments. 

 

(Translated from the Cypriot Magazine Paraklisi Vol. 64 from the website of the Metropolis of 

Lemesus, Cyprus).  
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The mark of timeless faithfulness and diligence 
By Catherine Tsakire 

 
 
Christian life is a life of holiness. And the imitation of 

the saints is an imitation of the communion of their 

holiness. God alone is holy by his nature.  People 

however also become holy, when they partake in God’s 

holiness with the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

 And man’s participation in God’s holiness is 

revealed in the world with his 

moral advancement and 

perfection.  

 Holy, according to the 

Holy Scriptural texts and the 

tradition of our Church is he, 

who separated himself from 

sin and from the world and 

dedicated himself “soul and 

body” to God. It is he, who 

struggled in this life to 

implement the gospel with 

faithfulness and precision in 

his life. 

 The existence of saints 

is a living proof that the 

gospel may be implemented.  

They were people like us, 

“suffering similarly to us”.  

Certain people furthermore, 

in a certain phase of their life, 

were great sinners.  They 

were not comforted however 

in sin, they did not justify it.  

And when God in his own 

untraceable manners visited them, they did not neglect 

the place of His habitation inside them.  They loved His 

commandments, and even if they were contrary to the 

conditions of their soul. In the beginning with much 

toil, subsequently with great joy, they regulated their 

behavior toward people and irrational creation with the 

teaching of Christ. They did not remain however only in 

its behavior.  So they smoothened the flow of their 

thoughts.  They separated in their mind the meanings of 

matters from the passions, which clouded the inner 

heaven of their heart.  Thus they obtained a simple eye 

and a pure heart, in which God revealed himself and 

granted to them His experiential knowledge.  So for this 

reason, the saints of our Church are “springs of 

theology” whether they are able to formulate it in 

speech or not.  

 The feast of Saint 

Haralambos every year on 

February 10 with the sacred 

readings, with the Gospel 

and the Epistle and the 

celebrated Saint, comprises 

a wonderful example of 

diligence of faith and life, 

holiness and a martyrical 

life.  All this material boils 

down to the meaning of 

martyrdom, which the 

Church wants to project, as 

a basic criterion of a true 

Christian. Saint Haralambos 

is a bright example of 

faithfulness to the gospel 

commandment of a chaste 

Christian life, but also of 

martyrical diligence of life. 

Saint Haralambos, a 

Christian priest in a critical 

period of the Church, 

persecutions and hunts, 

remained faithful and diligent in his priestly ministry 

unto death.  For a long period of time he was dragged 

from ruler to ruler, from condemnation to 

condemnation and from torture to torture. 

 All the idolaters and the anti-godly rulers fell 

upon him to humble him and to make his faith and 

bravery yield, without any result. The martyrology of 

the Saint is full of descriptions of the most dreadful 

tortures which he underwent without his faith and his 
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decisiveness for martyrdom, yielding even for a 

moment.  He himself in all these things served humbly, 

chastely, with love for his persecutors, and with joy he 

awaited the future life.  He answered the challenges 

with prayers and miracles, expressing his love and his 

compassion for his torturers.  His every action and 

every deed noted a new miracle. 

 My brethren, the challenge of confessing faith 

and of martyrdom was not a mark only of the ancient 

Church of the persecutions. It is a mark of timeless 

faithfulness and diligence, even if the forms of 

martyrdom change every now and then analogous to 

the cultural and social factors each time. 

 The essence remains the same in the various 

challenges and in the various trials of history.  The trials 

of history and the witness of the Church are events 

bound to one another.  So long as we correctly interpret 

history and correctly express our faithfulness.  The 

Church is not negative and rejecting of the world.  She 

adopts and sanctifies the world. The world even if it 

wounds and crucifies the Church, the Church is called 

to perform the miracle of life and of resurrection.  The 

believers and the saints always believe in the miracle 

and in the ministry and not in the power and the 

authority.  So the Church and the believers always 

“longsuffer” in the present age, as enlisted contestants 

of goodness, and of what is innocent.  

 Beloved readers, Saint Haralambos was a heroic 

struggle and contestant of Christ at the end of the 

second century. He served as a Priest for many years in 

Magnesia of Asia Minor and so much embraced the 

Pauline messages for the contestant train of thought that 

he offers his life on the altar of faith.  

 The Christian struggle is not a theory, an empty 

word, and a customary commandment.  It is an 

expression of the pulse of life. The struggle of the 

Christian is ceaseless effort, an exercise and ascesis with 

hardship and sacrifice to fight for the liberation from the 

slavery to the passions. The struggle is lifelong and 

demands a constant rejection and a constant surpassing. 

In the difficult times in which we live, where the 

intoxicating slogans of materialism and of worshipping 

the flesh and of the bulimia of the senses prevail, the 

duty to struggle is imperative to achieve sanctification 

and perfection. 

 My brethren, the number of the martyrs of the 

Church is so great, that they form, according to the 

expression of the Apostle Paul “a cloud of witness of 

faith and of holiness which overshadows as a heavenly 

blessing all its members”. 

 That’s how the martyr-loving believers feel 

when they honor, celebrate, imitate or remember in 

their prayers, the innumerable multitudes of holy 

martyrs. The Christians live the spiritual warmth of 

their grace, the blessing of their boldness before the 

Lord.  Then they feel peace and rejoicing, and the 

courage of the confession of their faith in the true God is 

strengthened.  In other words, the presence of the 

martyrs is the proof of the genuineness of the Gospel 

and of the Sacred Tradition of the Church of Christ. 

 This living presence of the holy martyrs in our 

life, becomes cause for us, according to the Apostle 

Paul, so that we are armed with the virtue of patience.  

Simultaneously the holy martyrs are an anchor of hope 

for the favorable end of our spiritual struggle. 

 The life, the work and the witness of their faith is 

an eternal example of patience and of fortitude, so that 

we not yield in the difficulties of the present life.  They 

appear to our eyes with a contesting train of thought for 

us to cover the distance from the earth of corruption up 

to the heaven of eternity.  Furthermore, they become 

fellow travelers in the road of faith and of virtue, so that 

we may also prove that we are descendants of martyrs. 

 Do not get discouraged, they tell us.  Ponder 

about our bloody or tear filled life.  Each one of you 

carry your cross personally.  Wash your soul with 

confession.  Be preserved with Divine Communion. 

And thus every day progressing, you will arrive to us, 

to Jesus Christ.  From now on together, all together, 

“with all the saints” journeying with Jesus Christ and 

for Jesus Christ in the life of the Church. 

 My brethren, the challenge of the confession of 

faith and of martyrdom was not a mark only of the 

ancient Church of the persecutions. It is a mark of 

timeless faithfulness and diligence, even if the forms of 

martyrdom change every now and then, analogous with 

the cultural and social factors each time.  

 May you have a blessed and good Triodion!   
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 February 2014  Mar 2014 ► 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1  

9:00 AM GOYA Hoagie 

Preparations 

2:00 PM Baptism 

5:30 PM Three Hierarch’s 

Program  
7:00 PM Youth Vespers 

2 PRESENTATION OF 

CHRIST 

7:45 AM Orthros 

 9:00 AM D. Liturgy 
9:30 AM Sun. School 

6:00 PM GOYA 

Superbowl Party (Dectis 
Home) 

3  

 

4:30 PM Greek School      

7:00 PM Bible Study 
 

4  

 

5  

 

6  
St. Photios Day at 

Metropolis 
 

6 PM Paraclesis 

7 PM Orthodox Study 
 

7  
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7 PM Great Vespers 
 

9  TRIODION BEGINS 

7:45 AM Orthros 

 9:00 AM D. Liturgy 
9:30 AM Sun. School 

11:30 AM GOYA Meeting 

4:30 PM Youth Bowling 

7:00 PM Vespers 

7:30 PM Tots 

10 

 8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

        (St. Haralambos) 

 

12:00 PM Senior Citizens 

4:30 PM Greek School      

7:00 PM Bible Study 

 

11  

 

12  

 

13  

 

 

 

 

6 PM Paraclesis 

7 PM Orthodox Study 
 

14  

 

 

 

 

 

9 PM Vigil (St. Anthimos 
of Chios) 

15  

 

 

 

 

7 PM Great Vespers 
 

16  PRODIGAL SON 

7:45 AM Orthros 

 9:00 AM D. Liturgy 

9:30 AM Sun. School 

11:00 AM General 

Assembly 

 3:00 PM Baptism 

5:30 PM JOY Synaxis 

17 8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

        (St. Theodore) 
 

4:30 PM Greek School      

7:00 PM Bible Study 
 

18  

 

 

 

 

7:00 PM Vespers 

19  
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 
(St. Philothei of Athens) 

 

20  

 

 

 

6 PM Paraclesis 

7 PM Orthodox Study 

 

21  

 

 

 

 

7:00 PM GOYA Friday 

22   

 8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

(Saturday of Souls) 

8:00 AM GOYA 

Basketball Tournament & 
Dance (Lancaster, PA) 

7 PM Great Vespers 
 

23 JUDGEMENT  

7:45 AM Orthros 

 9:00 AM D. Liturgy 
9:30 AM Sun. School 

3:00 PM Baptism 

 

24 

 8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

(1st & 2nd Finding of Head 
of St. John the Baptist) 

4:30 PM Greek School      

7:00 PM Bible Study 
 

25  

 

26  

 

27  

 

5 PM Greek School 
Teachers  

6 PM Paraclesis 

7 PM Orthodox Study 
 

28  

 

Notes: 

 

http://www.wincalendar.com/March-Calendar/March-2014-Calendar.html
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PHOTIOS THE GREAT PATRIARCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

 
By George Lambrianides, Theologian 

 

 Photios the Great, “the instrument of divine grace”, the “guitar of the Holy spirit”, the “pillar of faith” and 

the “champion of Orthodoxy” was born in Constantinople in the year 810 A.D. from parents with an aristocratic 

descent. His father, Sergius, was brother of Patirarch Tarasius (780-806 A.D.), while his mother, Irene, was sister 

of the husband of Empress Theodora’s sister. Both of his parents were virtuous, with a good reputation, strugglers 

and champions of the Orthodox faith having martyred during the period of iconoclasm. 

 The sacred Photios’ aristocratic descent contributed to a great degree to his whole upbringing and 

education. Very early on he occupied various governmental positions and held great honors. For quite a few years 

he directed the diplomatic service of Byzantium, but also its educational politics. As Director of the Great School 

of Magnaura he contributed greatly to the elevation and rebirth of Hellenic letters. 

 The sacred Photios was adorned with many rich gifts, but also with rare education, which he obtained after 

toilsome and intense personal study.  His teachers are not mentioned, but neither does he himself speak about 

them, probably we should suppose that he was self taught. He had a deep knowledge of ancient Greek classical 

philosophers and writers, the Holy Scripture, the Great Fathers of our Church, Basil the Great, Gregory the 

Theologian, John Chrysostom et. al. He was an excellent philologist, theologian, orator and craftsman of speech, 

something which his at times opponents also recognized. 

 The writing activity of this Father was very rich. In his works, the student encounters, all together, his 

spiritual energy, his theological power, the composition of Christianity and of Hellenic classical antiquity. In his 

famous work “Myriovivlos or Library” one finds the invaluable adamant of the literary glory of the Saint. In this, 

280 works and writings, are examined from ancient and ecclesiastical Literature, most of which are not preserved 

today, they are however known from the sacred Photius’ analyses. 

 The holy Father composed the “Lexicon or Gathering of Words” for the sake of his many students, 

interpreting the most difficult, difficult to understand and difficult to use words of the Ancient Greek language, 

helping thus his students to understand the texts better and to correctly interpret the Holy Scripture. 

 The “Nomokanon”, in 14 titles or chapters, is of very importance, both for the ecclesiastical as for 

Byzantine justice. It was widespread very early on to the whole Orthodox Church, while in the tenth century it was 

also translated into the Slavic language. 

 The “Epanagoge of laws” is a recleansing of older laws, and the authority of the emperor and the patriarch 

is precisely and systematically defined. 

 The “Epistles” refers to matters of varied nature, like theological, dogmatic, interpretive, historical, literary 

as well as to matters of administrative and ecclesiastical order. In the holy Father’s “Epistles” we admire not only 

the wise teacher, philosopher, mathematician, doctor, orator, but also the most sacred temple of Theology and the 

mouth of Orthodoxy. 

 The “Amphilochia or Collection of Sacred Words”, Photios the Great composed at the request of the 

Metropolitan Amphilochios of Kyzikos and it includes answers to a multitude of questions and quandaries from 

the Holy Scripture. It is the largest writing of his in length, with more than 321 matters, which touches the mystery 

of the Holy Trinity, the qualities of God, of the Holy Spirit, of divine Providence et. al. 

 The “Concerning the Mystagogy of the Holy spirit” writing of the sacred Photius is, in essence, a strong 

weapon against the addition of the Filioque (=and of the Son) in the Symbol of the Faith. It is a work of dogmatic 

nature, examining the Orthodox teaching concerning the procession of the Holy Spirit both through the Holy 

Scripture, as well as through the works of the previous ecclesiastical Fathers. This work of the sacred Father 

continues today also to be the basis of the polemics of the Orthodox Church against the Roman Catholic ones. 

 The “Homilies and Speeches” is of a festive content and refers to various feasts, like the Birth of the 

Savior, the Lights, (i.e. Theophany) the Ascension, Holy Friday et. al. In these there is talk also about the fighting 

of heresies, of iconoclasm, of the internal division of the Church et. al. 
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 The sacred Photius was distinguished furthermore also as a Hymnographer. He composed odes, stichera 

and canons, which refer to various saints, to the Most Holy Theotokos, to the Holy and Consubstantial Trinity et. 

al. To the sacred Photios is attributed also the familiar Troparion of Kassiane, as shows in the Typikon of the 

Church of Jerusalem.  

 Photios the Great does not only hold the scepter of the wise author and the greatest writer of the 9
th

 century 

in Byzantium, but also of the wonderful struggler, the invincible defender of Orthodoxy, the worthy continuer of 

the paternal traditions. With daring and courage he stood against the heresies, which were reappearing in 

Byzantium, mainly of the Paulicians and the Manicheans. He wrote against them furthermore his familiar writing 

“Concerning the “resprouting of the Manicheans”. He fought the mistaken teaching of the Roman Church 

concerning the Primacy of the Pope, the Filioque, of the mysteries et. al. commenting that “this innovation stands 

against the Gospel, stands against the holy Synods and the blessed Fathers it casts aside.” These wrong beliefs he 

also denounced in his encyclical to the Thrones of the East, calling them simultaneously to a Synod, which would 

gather in Constantinople (879 A.D.). 

   The sacred Photios was a victim of slanders and unfounded accusations, both from the Westerners, as well 

as from enemies and opponents of his in Byzantium. Some of them characterized him as a “scandal maker and a 

criminal element of the state and of the Church, as also responsible for the Schism”. This is however a customary 

phenomenon and we have many examples with similar cases. We remind you of the accusations against 

Athanasius the Great, John Chrysostom et. al. Furthermore the indication of the Ap. Paul to Timothy is familiar: 

“All those who wish to piously live in Christ Jesus shall be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12). But also, in the case of the 

schism between the Eastern and Western Church, the sacred Photius, never conceived of or strove himself for the 

schism. On the contrary, he worked for the unity and reconciliation and good relations with the Western Church. 

Unfortunately this politics of the sacred Father found no response from the arrogant and ambitious then Pope 

Nicholas the 1
st
. The sacred Photius struggled with all his powers to safeguard the truths of our Faith and to 

preserve the treasure of Orthodoxy intact and unharmed. 

 Photius the Great worked not only for the defense and support of Orthodoxy, but he was also interested in 

spreading it. He sent Missionaries to Bulgaria, to the Russians, to the Khazars, to the Moravians, et. al. to teach the 

Christian faith and to catechize these peoples. He furthermore was interested in the returning of the Armenians to 

the Orthodox Church. 

 As Patriarch of Constantinople (858-867) first patriarchy and (877-886) second patriarchy, the sacred 

Photius was shown forth, more than worthy, for that critical period and an exceptional wheelman of the storm-

tossed Church. He was truly the sacred and select vessel of choice of the All Holy Spirit having pastored the 

Church of Christ for twenty years. 

 The sacred Photius full of days reposed in the Lord on February 6
th

, on a Sunday of the year 897 A.D. as an 

exile in the Sacred Monastery of the Armonianon. His sacred relics were later transferred and placed in the sacred 

church of the Forerunner in Constantinople. Eight days after his repose on February 13, the Sunday of Orthodoxy, 

his name was read together with the other holy patriarchs Germanos, Tarasius, Nicephorus, Methodius et. al. He 

was proclaimed officially a saint of the Orthodox Church and his memory was appointed to be celebrated on 

February 6
th

. In the Ancient Liturgical official Rubrics of the Church of Constantinople, in the Synaxarion the 

Saint is characterized as “the champion of Orthodoxy, the defender of the Orthodox, the pillar and firmament of 

the Church, the instrument of grace, the vessel of choice, the god-speaking guitar of the Spirit, the fire breathing 

orator”. 

  (Note: For more details about the life, personality and literary work of this holy and great patriarch as well 

as a bibliography see George Lambrianides “The Great Photios as interpreter of the Holy Scripture”. Doctoral 

Dissertation in the Theological School of the University of Athens.) 

 

(Translated from the Magazine “Paraclisi” of the Metropolis of Lemesos, Cyprus, Vol. 11, February – March 

2003, pp. 14-15). 
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The Saints of Alaska 
By  Theodore J. Riginioti 

 

 The holy hieromartyr Juvenaly 
 

 Saint Juvenaly, the protomartyr of the American continent, proceeded as a 

monastic traveler to the interior of Alaska preaching Christianity with humility and 

success.  He passed to the Tchengai Bay, where the Chugatchee live, and more northern 

to the Kolossous and to other far away Indian tribes. Arriving at the shores of Lake 

Iliamna, in the summer of 1796, he had baptized in about two years about 5000 natives. 

    There however he was murdered by local shamans (sorcerer – priests), watering 

with his blood the frozen land of Alaska. According to the tradition his body arose and 

went to his executioners, who startled, fell on it and cut it to pieces with their axes. 

 

 Saint Herman 
 

 The humble holy monk Herman 

(1756-1836), remaining alone from 

the missionary group and finding Baranof, 

the harsh new director of the Russian 

American Company (the “black page” of 

the history of the Church of Alaska) 

against him, retired to live the monastic life 

in a small isolated little island Elavii 

(=island of ever green trees), which he 

renamed New Valaam. There he 

practiced noetic prayer according to 

the Orthodox tradition and, with 

his humble and saintly presence, he 

became the great spiritual father of the 

Aleuts.  

 A great ascetic, harsh with himself 

and lenient with the others, full of love for 

God and all His creatures, he lived on his island protecting as he was able the poor 

natives, caring for the orphans (he created a little orphanage) and imparting not only the 

gospel message but also the grace of God, which poured forth from within him like a 
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cataract. A miracle worker and clairvoyant, he was granted in rich visions and lived with 

the company of the angels. Intervening on behalf of the natives he managed to gain the 

admiration of Baranoff’s successor, Ianofsky, who became a spiritual disciple of his and 

in the end a monk. 

 After a moving and holy life, he reposed on November 15th 1836 and his body 

remained incorrupt for at least one month, awaiting the weather conditions to allow the 

transporting of a priest to the island for his Christian burial. His memory is celebrated on 

the day of his repose, but also on August 9th (the day of his official glorification in 1970) 

and on December 13th. 

 

Saint Jacob  

of Alaska 
 

 Saint Jacob Netsetov was born in UnAlaska, the Russian father and an Aleut 

mother.  Growing up, loving education and aflame with Christian faith, he studied at the 

theological seminary of Irkutsk, where he was also ordained a priest and he returned to 

the white missionary field of his birthplace, to also work for his compatriots. 

 In Alaska he served for 36 years, facing the harsh conditions of the atmosphere, but 

also the shamans, who did everything to prevent him.  Travel to the most faraway area 

of the country, down to the Yupic tribe, who lived beneath the valley of the river Yukon.  

He is the first missionary who penetrated so deeply, after Saint Juvenaly. He not only 

preached, but he strove for the education and the social life of the natives, offering them 

simultaneously the Christian sacraments, and furthermore confession and the divine 

eucharist. He occupied himself also with the translation into local language of the Holy 

Scripture and of other sacred books.  

 After many adventures, handed over his holy soul in Sitka on July 26th of 1865 and 

was numbered among the saints of Orthodoxy in 1994. 

 

The great missionary of Alaska  

Saint Innocent Veniaminov 
 

Saint Innocent Veniaminov is one of the contemporary Fathers of the Church and 

one of the most important personalities in the history of Orthodoxy.  He was born in a 

village of Siberia in 797, and his name was John. He was orphaned from young, but his 

uncle protected him, the priestmonk David, who secured a position for him in the 

Theological Seminary of Irkutsk. There he gave himself to studying, but also to the 
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practical skills: he became a carpenter, an engineer, an iron worker, and a watch maker. 

In 1817 he married, was ordained a deacon and in 1821 a priest and he was appointed to 

the sacred church of the Annunciation of the Theotokos, Irkutsk. 

 In 1823 he was sent by the Bishop of Irkutsk to Alaska, as a member of the mission.  

His brother Stephen, his son Innocent, his presvytera Catherine and his widow mother 

Thekla accompanied him. His activity in Alaska was monumental. He founded schools, 

clinics, churches, and traveled to every to support and impart the gospel message to 

them.  The natives admired him unlimitedly and he lived like one of them and shared 

the difficult conditions of their life, respecting their culture and sharing their hardships.  

 He wrote among other things: Notes regarding the islands of the area Unalaska, 

Main characteristics of the Aleuts who live on the islands. Observations regarding the 

Aleuts and Cousians of Atka. Observations of the language of the Kolouskans and the 

Kodiaks, and in the language of the Aleuts, whose alphabet he also invented) Indication 

of the way into the kingdom of the heavens (it has been published in Greek also by the 

sacred Metropolis of Nikopoleos with the title The path to the kingdom of the heavens.  

He also composed a grammar of the language of the Aleuts, and the Aleut-Russian 

dictionary.  

 On November 25th of 1838 his presvytera Catherine died.  They now had seven 

children: innocent, Gabriel, Alexander, Catherine, Olga, Paraskevi and Thekla. In 1840 

Father John became a monk with the name Innocent, in honor of Saint Innocent of 

Irkutsk and on December 13th the Sacred Synod selected him Bishop of Kamchatka, the 

Kouriles and the Aleut Islands with Sitka as the seat.  As a Bishop he gave himself even 

more fervently to missionary work, with his main concern being the founding of schools.  

In 1850 his flock was comprised of 15,000 souls.  Subsequently, he moves to Siberia and 

develops mission work and social activity in areas enslaved by the Chinese.  In 1860 he 

blessed the young priestmonk Nicholas Kazatkin (today Saint Nicholas of Japan), as he 

was going to Japan for missionary work. 

 In 1867 or 68 he asked from the Metropolitan of Moscow Saint Philaret to allow 

him to resign and to retire to a monastery.  However Saint Philaret reposed suddenly 

and the Sacred Synod selected as his successor Saint Innocent!  In his important new 

position the Saint excelled once more, showing great pastoral but also social concern.  He 

strove also for Alaska, founding an independent Aleutian Diocese with San Francisco as 

the seat.  Saint Innocent reposed in 1879 and was buried in the Lavra of the Holy Trinity 

of Saint Sergius, next to Metropolitan Philaret.  His memory is celebrated on March 31, as 

well as on December 13, together with the other saints of Alaska. 
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Missions News from ALBANIA (and the Hoppe Family). 

 Nathan and his wife Gabriela, with their children Tristan (15), Katherine (13), and 

Daniel (3), serve in Albania with other members of the OCMC mission team (Nathan 

working as the team leader); the Orthodox Church of Albania experiencing a 

resurrection under the inspired leadership of Archbishop Anastasios - one of the miracles 

of the Orthodox world today - but there is still much work to do. 

 Nathan directs the Central Children's Office of the Orthodox Church of Albania, a 

ministry in which he works closely with Gabriela; teaches at the Resurrection of Christ 

Theological Academy; and leads a ministry to students at the University of Tirana. He also 

represents the Orthodox Church of Albania at a number of international gatherings including the 

official dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church and the dialogue with the Lutheran World 

Federation. Nathan and Gabriela lead a team of 25 Albanian Orthodox youth to Kosovo each year where 

they hold friendship camps for about 1800 Muslim Albanian children. These camps are part of the social 

and philanthropic work of the Orthodox Church of Albania. 

Program launch at the Resurrection Cathedral (Tirana – Albania's capital): The 

Resurrection Cathedral is the heart of the Orthodox Church in Albania, so it is important that the 

programs for children there provide an excellent example for other churches. Though the Cathedral 

opened in June 2012, Sunday school rooms were not completed until this past summer. With the 

beginning of the new school year a Christian education program has been launched at the Cathedral. 

Gabriela is directing this program and she is working very hard to ensure that it is as creative and 

dynamic as possible. Please pray for Gabriela, as she works together with the children's ministry staff to 

communicate the timeless truth of the gospel in a way that will be meaningful and transformative for 

today's children. 

Parents coffee hour launches at the Resurrection Cathedral: December 8, 2013, was a historic 

day. It was the first meeting of the new adult Sunday school group at the Cathedral in Tirana. To our 

knowledge this is the first adult Sunday school in the Orthodox Church in Albania. Most of these 

parents grew up in homes, during communism or its immediate aftermath, where no religion was 

practiced even if they were of Orthodox background. As we seek to bring transformation to the lives of 

the children we believe that it is very important that we also equip parents to lead and nurture their 

children. Please pray that we will have good attendance at this group and that we will be able to lead 

effectively. 

More than 600 attend family Christmas parties: One year ago we experimented with the first 

family Christmas party. Our desire was to use this opportunity to connect with many of the parents that 

do not have any knowledge of the Christian faith. In children's programs outside the cathedral we had 

limited success with about 20 mothers attending. This year we were very excited to have about three 

times that number of parents including a number of fathers. Please pray for the ongoing challenge of 

reaching out to families with the good news of Christ's birth. 
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Meanwhile, there is a Crisis on Mount Tabor: The new church of the Transfiguration is 

located in a neighborhood on the far Eastern edge of the city of Tirana; a densely populated area. The 

church is situated in the Tabor center which received its name because of its prominent place on top of a 

hill. We have had a program for children at the Tabor center for the last six years with an average 

attendance of about 60. But we have had no church building and no liturgy at Tabor until this summer 

when a new building was completed. 

 We now have the great challenge before us and this ministry... in bringing the children with 

whom we have been working into the church. Almost all of these children are from non-Christian 

backgrounds. Many have participated for many years in the Kids Club which we have organized in 

their neighborhood. Many have significant knowledge of the Christian faith but few have chosen to be 

baptized and fully commit their lives to Christ as Orthodox Christians. Now that there is a  liturgy in 

their neighborhood each Sunday, we are praying that God will draw many of these children to baptism 

and the fullness of life in Christ. We are also praying that through the children many parents and 

families will be drawn into the church. 

 This is a point of crisis, a point of decision. It is quite possible that this call to greater 

discipleship will also result in some who have followed thus far turning away, as happened in the 

ministry of Jesus ( John 6:66). WE ESPECIALLY ASK for your prayers for the two priests assigned to 

serve this new parish. They have a tremendous challenge before them and they will only succeed 

through the power of the Holy Spirit, helped by your prayers. Please pray also for the children's 

ministry staff that they will be effective ambassadors for Christ. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: 

Kosovo teacher training: In November 2013, we hosted our annual education seminar for teachers from 

Kosovo. This year 21 teachers attended from six different schools. The seminar focused on the theory of 

multiple intelligences and ways that this could enhance education. The training was enthusiastically 

received by the participants. 

4-14 Global Summit: Gabriela Hoppe was invited to attend the Global 4-14 Summit held in Bangkok in 

October. This meeting gathered about 1500 leaders in children's ministry from around the world. This 

was a valuable opportunity for her to be equipped and inspired for the work here in Albania. It was also 

a good opportunity for witness and networking. She was one of only a handful of Orthodox participants 

in this event.   

What is LOI and OMN? For more information on Orthodox Outreach, where Nathan is involved in an 

ecumenical environment, please visit www.loimissions.net (when an “Orthodox” presence serves to 

ensue the effective proclamation of the gospel.) Nathan is also active in supporting the work of the 

Orthodox Mission Network (OMN) - Orthodox missionaries working to establish the Orthodox Church 

in non-Christian countries - an activity strongly supported by Archbishop Anastasios.   

And, please take an opportunity to visit: 

(https://www.facebook.com/media/set/set=a.177712999083143.1073741838.157858311068612&type=3) 

Please pray: 

• For Archbishop Anastasios, that he would have good health, wisdom and vision as he continues 

http://www.loimissions.net/
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to provide inspired leadership for the Orthodox Church of Albania. 

• For effective ministry at the church of the Transfiguration, and two other newly opened 

churches where we hope to start programs for children this fall. Especially pray for Fr Kozma and Fr. 

Kristo. 

• Thank the Lord with us for the launch of the after liturgy children's program at the Cathedral. 

Please continue to pray that this would be an effective and creative program. Also please pray for the 

launching of a parallel program for parents. 

• For all the children and parents who heard the “good news about Jesus” for the first time at the 

Christmas party this year. Please pray that God would use this message to transform their lives. 

 

• For Nathan and Gabriela, that they would be living icons of Christ to all those around them as 

they seek to proclaim the Gospel in Albania and provide godly leadership in the ministry to children 

and university students. 

 

• For the staff of Albanian co-workers which assist with various ministries: Ana Baba, Joani, 

Marigela, Ana Meni, Spiro, Mikea, Parashqevi, Athina, Amarildo, Kristina, Eleni, Melvina, Valeria, 

Marina, Stefani, Fatjoni, Ingrida, Joana, Maria, Kristi, Matilda. 

 

• For children and university students in Albania, that their hearts would be open to the Gospel 

and that their lives would be transformed through it. 

 

• That Nathan would be an effective teacher at the seminary, and that God would raise up zealous 

and committed young people to be trained for ministry. 

 

• That God would inspire more people to become long-term missionaries, from the United States 

and elsewhere, and that the church would effectively support them. 

• For all other members of the missionary team in Albania, including: Ms. Anastasia Pamela M 

Barksdale; The Bendo Family; The Macdonald Family; The Ritsi Family.  Please include these full-time 

missionaries in your prayers. 

 Long-term missionaries are not supported from the general fund of OCMC, and 

therefore rely on gifts form Orthodox parishes, and parish members. We support the 

mission work in Albania (and elsewhere) by providing gifts via our parish “Finding 

Seventy” program and fund. We hope to send a gift to both the Hoppe and Ritsi families 

in the very near future. 

 You can also contribute to Orthodox missions via OCMC or other missionary 

works of the Orthodox Church. 

 

St Nicholas Missions Program 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
BELOW ARE SOME GENTLE REMINDERS ABOUT CHURCH ETIQUETTE AND TRADITION. 

- ATTIRE: We should offer Christ our “Sunday best,” both in conduct and dress. We should dress neatly and modestly. 

Shoulders and midriffs should be covered, and discretion used concerning skirt lengths and excessive makeup and 

jewelry. 

- Along with fasting before church (from both food and nasty language), gum is a no-no during services, as well as a 

few hours after receiving Holy Communion. 

- Please blot lip-stick before venerating icons and receiving communion. 

- NOISE: We encourage participation in the responses, but ask that ALL conversations be kept for coffee (social) hour.  

While this may be particularly challenging to our youth, please encourage them not to talk to each other during the 

time leading up to Holy Communion. 

- THE EUCHARIST:  Holy Communion is a sacrament of the Orthodox Church, and as such only for Orthodox Christians 

(by baptism or chrismation) who have prepared spiritually through fasting and repentance.  It is the peak of our 

service, and as such should be respected with silence and prayer.   

 STEWARDSHIP 2013—2014 Stewardship is like oxygen for our church! Stewardship is the most important source 

that sustains our church, and our church needs loving and heartfelt support. At the present time, less than  40% of our 

parish income is derived from stewardship. This means that we depend on other sources to sustain 60% of OUR 

church’s needs. This is OUR  church; it does not belong to somebody else! In order for OUR Church to serve OUR 

needs, let us think about giving differently. Let us work together that our church’s needs will be sustained fully (100%) 

through Stewardship! 

STEWARDSHIP 2014 - Meet your church.... it is coming to you… 

NEXT SENIOR CITIZENS MEETING at 12:00 pm in the Cambanes Hall, Monday, February 10 

ORTHODOX MISSIONARIES NEED YOUR HELP: Christ taught "Whoever confess me before men, 

him I will also confess before my Father who is in heaven" (Matt 10:32). One way we are able to confess 

Christ is by giving to the missionary work of the Orthodox Church. Please make a regular monthly gift 

to missions by supporting our "Finding Seventy" program; placing your gift in a plain envelope 

marked "missions" and adding your name, and place in any Sunday morning offering basket. Thank 

you for your help. St Nicholas Missions Program. 
2014 GRADUATING SENIORS OF FREEDOM AND LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOLS:  are invited to be considered for the Bethlehem 

Daughters of Penelope "Good Citizenship Award."  Submit your name and a list of your activities and other 

contributions that make you a good citizen to Mary Moukoulis (via church office) before April 1st.  Applicants must be 

children of Greek descendants, graduating F.H.S. or L.H.S. in June 2014.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  

The dates for the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival are March 8th (for the Parish Level) and May 10th (for the 

District Level). As we did last year, we will be having a workshop in Sunday School class with our students in the 

effort to encourage more of them to participate. This year, we are also hosting the District Level which will involve 

contestants from 8 other parishes. The attendance is expected to be 50+. We will need help with coordinating this 

event. If interested in helping with District Level Oratorical Festival event, please let Elleni Pippis knowSOCIAL  

DEPARTURES 
OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY OF DOROTHEA  SARANTIDIS  who fell asleep in the Lord recently. Our love 

and prayers go out to her family. 

OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY OF EVANGELOS GENTIS   who fell asleep in the Lord. Our love and 

prayers go out to his family. 
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             Allentown Daughters of Penelope  

                                     Annual 

             Breakfast Sale 
      Sunday February 9  2014 
        After Church Service in Cambanes Hall 
                     Adult $ 6.00      Children Under 12  $ 3.00 

  Proceeds Benefit St. Nicholas and other organizations.  
   

 

                ΟΙ ΘΥΓΑΤΕΡΕΣ ΤΗΣ ΠΗΝΕΛΟΠΗΣ                                                                          

    ΤΟΥ ΑΛΛΕΝΤΑΟΥΝ                                                           

  Έχουν την  ετήσια Πώληση    Πρωϊνού  

                

                Κυριακή 9 Φεβρουαρίου 2014         

 

 Μετά τήν Λειτουργία στήν Αἴθουσα Καμπάνη 
     

       Ενήλικοι $ 6.00     Παιδιά κάτω τών 12 ετών  $ 3.00  

 

Οι εισπράξεις  διατίθενται υπἐρ του Αγίου Νικολάου                         

                    και άλλων οργανισμών.     
 


