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Life in the Tomb, God in death, and in Hades the Victor of Hades 

The lawless people once handed over as a man Him who defeated men 
and as dead He who, the dead ones merely with His word, He resurrected. 
They placed guards at the tomb of Him who governs everything with the spirit. 
Oh what foolishness of the lawless ones. 
If he is dead, don’t fear, if however he is alive, stop and shout with us. 
The Lord resurrected.”  
     St. Romanos the Melodist 
          April 2015 

 
              Dear Parishioners and Friends, we are approaching Holy Week, which is full of 

beautiful, compunctionate services every morning every night and sometimes three times a day! 
 
This year His Eminence Metropolitan Savas will be celebrating the Palm Sunday Orthros 

and Liturgy in our Cathedral! I would urge all of you to come and give him a warm welcome! 
Everyone is also invited to a Palm Sunday Fish Dinner which follows the service. 

 
I hope that you can come and experience the Passion and Resurrection of our Lord, through 

the daily morning and evening services of Holy Week! 
 
In this bulletin there are wonderful articles which have to do with the themes of Holy Week.  

They are: «Ηoly Week,» by Professor John M. Fountoulis, which talks about the themes of the 
first three days of Holy Week. «The Sacrifice of Christ» by Metropolitan Euthymios of 
Acheloou, which talks about the reason Christ was sacrificed, both translated from the Peiraike 
Ecclesia magazine, «Discussion of Three Crucified People,» by Th. Ketseas, which talks about 
the reaction of the thieves towards Christ and «Christ is Risen and He Crushed Death» by Saint 
Justin Popovitch which talks about the Resurrection, taken from the wonderful magazine Enoriaka 
Nea of the Parish of St. George-St. Dionysios, Dionysou, Greece.  
 
 I pray that these articles will help you have a fruitful, soul benefitting Holy Week and 
Resurrection! 
 
 With much love, 
                                                                                                                 In Christ! 
                                                                                                                                   Rev. Nicholas Palis                                                                                                                             

† Father Nicholas Palis         
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CHRIST IS RISEN AND HE CRUSHED DEATH 
Saint Justin Popovitch 

 

 

Christ is risen!  Truly He is risen and He crushed 

all of death.  And together with it he crushed also 

its father, sin, and its creator – the devil.  And thus 

He granted to the human race upon the earth the 

eternal joy of heaven.  Truly, the Resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus Christ is the only true joy in this 

grievous island of death, which is called earth.  For 

the very sad human being, swirled around from 

everywhere and cast down by death, truly there is 

no greater and truer joy than the victory over death 

and eternal life, which was granted to us by the 

Resurrection of the Godman Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Christianity would not exist today if the 

pan-philanthropic Lord did not resurrect and did 

not secure eternal life to the pan-wretched human 

being. Just as vision does not exist without the iris, 

thus Christianity does not exist without the 

resurrected Christ. Would it be possible for the 

dead and not resurrected Christ to end up an 

object of faith for whatsoever normal person?  If 

Christ died and remained eternally dead, who 

would have given to the simple and poor 

fishermen of Galilee the divine power to do 

unheard of miracles, and divine wisdom to be 

wiser than the wisest sages of the earth, and divine 

bravery to be fearless in the midst of myriads of 

deaths?  And once they performed already the 

godmanly work, which no society of men, no 

matter how wise and edified, would be able to 

perform, did not perform nor would perform, then 

this work is the power of the resurrected and 

eternally living Godman Christ, who acts through 

them, His humble and faithful servants. 

 The Holy Apostles were not able upon any 

other than the earthly life of Christ to found the 

Church (= Christianity), and their preaching 

concerning the Savior Christ, except upon the 

Resurrection of Christ.  Because with the 

Resurrection of Christ-all the things of Christ 

eternally stand and exist-while without Him 

everything falls and is destroyed.  Without the 

Resurrection all the works of Christ are also 

falsehood, and all the miracles - falsehood, and the 

Transfiguration - falsehood, and Theophany - 

falsehood, and the Ascension - falsehood, and the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit - falsehood, and the 

Church - falsehood.  Only the Resurrection of the 

Lord Christ from the dead indisputably indicates 

and pan-convincingly proves that Christ is really 

true God and Lord, and true man, who alone as 

such, was able to do the divine works, which the 

Gospel to evangelizes. 

 Through the Resurrection of Christ the 

resurrection of man becomes logical and natural, of 

every person in general, consequently of myself 

and yourself also, because man is a component 

part of the Godman being.  For this reason already 

and in the Resurrection itself of the Godman from 

the dead is contained the power and the truth 

concerning the resurrection from the dead of men 

(See 1 Corinthians 15: 12-16).  All of us humans 

through the Godman truly are included through 

His human nature.  And each of us ought to 

resurrect, because the Godman Christ resurrected, 

in whom in a mysterious manner all of us humans 

are included, from Adam down to the last person 

upon the earth. The Resurrection of Christ and the 

resurrection from the dead are a dual in a monad 

godmanly truth. The dead arise, because Christ 

arose, Christ arose, for this reason the dead arise. 

 There is no doubt, the Lord Christ did not 

resurrect for Himself, but “for us humans and for 

our salvation”.  And furthermore because the 

whole nature of man follows the human nature of 

Christ as its central nucleus.  Having become man, 

God the Word showed that man was created in 
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order, in paradise, through the God-befitting life, 

he end up the incarnation of God, the body of God.  

While the body of God alone then is truly divine, if 

it is not mortal, if it puts down and defeats death. 

Because however the human body on account of 

sin, and through sin subjected itself to death, and 

ended up mortal, for this reason also God the 

Word adopts the body, becoming himself body, in 

order to save it from death, having saved it from 

sin.  This is the purpose of the philanthropic 

incarnation of the Savior.  Hence in His 

Resurrection the guarantee of the pan-common 

resurrection of the dead was given.  

 There is no doubt, the Resurrection of the 

Savior Christ is the realization and perfection of 

salvation.  Because salvation is salvation from sin, 

from death, from the devil.  This is the liberation 

from sin, and death, and the devil.  And this is the 

real, true freedom, which only the Resurrected 

Godman gives to the human being (See Jn. 8:31-36, 

51 Gal. 5:1).  Without the Resurrection of Christ: we 

are under sin, under death, under the devil.  With 

the Resurrection of Christ: we are above sin, above 

death, above the devil. Because we are under God, 

and in God, and with God.  This is the reason why 

in very numerous liturgical hymns and prayers, 

where the Resurrection of Christ is magnified, the 

all gladsome good notification and all sweet truth 

is constantly stressed: Christ raised us in Himself 

Christ elevated us to heaven in Himself (See Eph. 

2:1-7). 

 On account of all these things, in infinite joy 

once again let us shout to all human beings in all 

worlds the all-gladsome paschal greeting: Christ is 

risen!  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen! 

 

Pascha 1970, Sacred Monastery of Chelie, Serbia 

 

Translated from the Parish magazine Enoriaka Nea Year 17, May-June 2013, # 152. 
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Ηoly Week 
By John M Fountoulis 

 

 
On Friday of the sixth week of the Fast, Great Lent is 

completed.  The long period of fasting and intense prayer 

ends.  The two troparia of this day, certify it, which note 

the end of Lent and greet the beginning of Holy Week. 

 “Having completed the soul-benefitting Lent, we 

are asking to behold the holy week of your passion, o 

philanthropic one to glorify in it your majesties and your 

ineffable eoconomy for us…” 

 After the forty day fast Moses, the Godseer, 

ascends to the peak of Sinai in order to meet God, and to 

receive the slabs of the Law, the symbol of the Old 

Testament (Ex. 24:12. 18). The new people of God, the 

Israel of grace, was purified for forty days and already is 

ascending to Jerusalem, to the mountain of grace. Not to a 

fearful, burning and flaming mountain, with lightnings 

and thunders, but to the holy city of peace, to the city of 

the living God, where with us, the mediator of the New 

Testament is also ascending together. There where the 

blood of the sprinkling will speak “better” than the blood 

of the righteous Abel, in order to inaugurate the 

Testament and to edify a holy people, a chosen people of 

God (Heb. 12:18-24). There the sign of God’s love for man, 

the cross, will be set up, and the rules and authorities of 

darkness will be completely crushed. Christ is coming 

again to suffer and to defeat. The time forms of this world 

fall. Eternity and time mix together. Christ is the one who 

is coming and will always be the coming one. He who has 

suffered and is suffering, He who has defeated and is 

defeating. The past, the present and the future are 

recapitulated in Christ. Together with Christ, the believer 

also is ascending to the noetic Jerusalem. He also will hold 

the victorious battle. He will be co-crucified and co-

resurrected in order to co-live with Him in the unending 

ages. 

 And Great [Holy] Week begins. “Great” because 

“certain great and ineffable things happen the goods 

which existed in it” according to the sacred Chrysostom 

(Hom. 30 on Genesis). The connection between Lent and 

Holy Week are the two intervening feasts. The 

resurrection of Lazarus and Palm Sunday. We will deal 

with these and with the first three days of Holy Week, 

which comprise a liturgical unity. Time is limited and so 

for this reason by necessity we will limit ourselves to a 

very brief review of the liturgical content of these days. 

 The matters are thick, the readings extensive, the 

hymnography gathers together whatever select and 

unsurpassable thing the god-moved mind of the sacred 

poets of the Church composed. Only the sacred silence of 

amazement would befit the theological and spiritual depth 

of the sacred services, which we will be called to observe. 

Great things always cause awe.  This emotion is so human, 

but also so godbefitting  “Let the divine be honored by 

silence”. “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 Kings 3: 

9-10). So near the feet of the sacred hymnographers, we 

will sit and listen from them about the meaning which the 

Church gave to these sacred days. The mouth of the 

hymnodists is also the mouth of our Church. Our text will 

be a small anthology and a commentary of some of the 

most representative of these hymns.     

 And we begin with the first excerpt of the vespers 

of Palm Sunday in the plagal 4th tone.  

 “Rejoice and be glad, O city of Zion; rejoice and 

leap for joy, O Church of God. For behold, your King has 

come in righteousness, seated on a foal, and by children 

extolled: "Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are You who 

have an abundance of tender mercies. Have mercy on us”. 

 The troparion is a victory song. An invitation to 

celebrate a triumph. Christ is the victor of death. He 

resurrected the four day dead Lazarus, presigning the 

wondrous victory over death and predeclaring His own 

and our own resurrection. And now he is coming sitting 

on the foal of a colt, the king of peace, the meek and 

humble triumphant one. The children of the Hebrews 

welcome him with victory shouts: “Hosanna in the 

highest. Blessed is he who is coming in the name of the 

Lord” (Mt. 21:9. 16). And the sacred city of Zion “was 

shaken” (Mt. 21:10), rejoices and is glad. Together 

however with Zion the Church of God, the new Israel, the 

city of the living God also rejoices and is glad. Because the 

Lord, her king, the victor is also coming again. “He came 

being victorious, in order to win” according to Revelations 

(6:2). That historic entrance of Christ becomes 
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contemporary. The Lord is also coming today, just as then 

also. The new people was granted immortal life with His 

resurrection now performs role of the children. The stones 

became children of Abraham and are now crying the 

“Hosanna” (Mt. 3:9. Lk. 3:8). 19:40). Like the children, they 

are also holding, the palm branches, the branches of the 

virtues. With the blood of Christ they have been cleansed 

in soul and are “guileless”, like those children of 

Jerusalem, and are greeting the new Adam, who came to 

the world to save the old Adam. The first kathisma  of 

matins of the 4th tone, in the tune of “Joseph was Amazed” 

develops this matter. 

 “Having purified our souls, * let us noetically 

uphold * branches, and with faith extol * Christ, as the 

Children did of old, * and with a loud voice let us cry out 

to the Master,* "O Savior, blessed are You, * the One who 

came to the world * to save Adam and his race* from the 

primordial curse. * As You were pleased to do, spiritually 

You came to be * the new Adam in Your love for 

humanity. * O Word, You ordered * all things for our 

good. * Glory be to You, O Lord."  

 So the Lord is coming to the voluntary passion. 

The “Son of man,”  is ascending to Jerusalem in order to 

be handed over and to be crucified. And again the 

believers take on the role of disciples. They co-ascend, co-

proceed, are co-crucified in order to live with him. And 

this ascent takes on an eschatological color. It is a 

preimaging and guarantee of the co-ascent of the believers 

with the glorified Lord, not any longer to the earthly 

Jerusalem, but to the heavenly one, to the kingdom of the 

heavens, to the Father of Christ and our Father and His 

God and our God. This precisely is the content of the 

wonderful sticheron idiomelon of the ainous of the Matins 

of Holy Monday of the 1st tone.  

“As the Lord was coming to His voluntary 

Passion, He said to the Apostles on the way, "Behold, we 

are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man will be 

betrayed, as it is written of Him." Come, then, and with 

our minds now purified, let us also go with Him and be 

crucified with Him and die for Him to the pleasures of this 

life, so that we may also live with Him and hear Him 

when He says,  

"No longer am I going up to the earthly Jerusalem 

to suffer there, but rather I am ascending to my Father and 

your Father, and to my God and your God as well. And I 

will raise you up with me to the Jerusalem on high in the 

Kingdom of heaven."  

 The recollection of historical events which 

occurred, and of the words of the Lord, which were 

spoken at his entrance to Jerusalem until his betrayal, are 

piled up in the two first days of Holy Week. Christ dries 

up the fruitless fig tree, meaning the heritage of the 

fruitless synagogue, but also the fate of all those who will 

be shown unworthy of the gift of God, “Fall trees fruitless, 

twice having died are uprooted” (Jude 12). 

 A tragic dialogue follow with the rulers of the 

people and the Pharisees, who try to trap Christ “in 

word”.  The last parables of the condemnation of the 

servant who had the talent, and of the disapproval of the 

evil workers of the vineyard, the foretelling of the 

destruction of Jerusalem, and of the coming of the 

righteous judge and the fearful “O woes” against the 

scribes and Pharisees.  With all these, the type of the 

suffering righteous one, the memory of the Noble Joseph 

is mixed together.  But those words of the Lord, which 

comprise the pole and the prevailing topic of these days is 

the parable of the 10 virgins.  Holy Tuesday “bears them” 

mainly, but this shaking narration imbues the services of 

the other two days as well.  It is the wake up trumpet call 

of the coming of the Lord.  “Christ the coming one 

manifestly shall come and shall not delay”.  He is the 

“Bridegroom” of the parable, the “Bridegroom of the 

Church”, the Bridegroom of every soul. And he is coming 

to perform His mystical marriages suddenly, at a time 

when no one knows and expects: “In the middle of the 

night”. Blessed are they who are waiting for him, whom 

the indolence of sleep didn’t overcome, whose oil for their 

lanterns wasn’t lacking. 

 Unworthy are the servants, whom the master shall 

find being indolent and sleeping. The bridal chamber is 

adorned. The garment of our entrance into it, must be 

worthy of the wedding, bright, pure, light-projecting. 

 

 From the book Rational Worship 

 Apostlic Ministry Publication  

 

(Translated from Peiraike Ecclesia April 2014 vol. 258, pp 6-7).  
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SAINT NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 

 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2015 
 

1. OPENING PRAYER & SPIRITUAL THOUGHTS 

Father Alexandros Petrides opened the meeting with a prayer, and shared with the council the 

importance of the monastic vows and how they relate to marriage, as well as some thoughts on 

preparations for Great Lent. 

2. REPORT OF PRIESTS  

a.Father Alexandros Petrides read Father’s  Nicholas Palis report. Father Palis reminded council about 

the newly established policy of having a council member available to lock the front door of the after 

the conclusion of the second service. 

b. Sunday, March 1 Father Alexandros Petrides will not be present at church, Father Nicholas Palis 

will not be present the following Sunday, March 8.   

c. Father Alexandros Petrides reported that the 2015 Metropolis Clergy Family Retreat is from March 3 

– 5, 2015.    

d. Father Alexandros Petrides reported that the APC 2015 National Clergy Retreat will be held from 

November 3-6, 2015 at Paradise Point in San Diego, California. 

e. Father Alexandros Petrides gave a recap of all the youth and church organizations: 

i. GOYA is averaging 4 planned events per month. 

ii. The GOYA Super Bowl party was a great success and Peter Dectis was thanked for offering his home 

for the gathering 

iii. GOYA basketball practices are just about every other week.  Gym time provided by the Allentown 

AHEPA Chapter.  They are also donating new basketball jerseys.  Father would also like to extend the 

invitation to older parish members and has planned an extended practice on February 20. 

iv. There were 16 youth present at the first GOYA bible study and the meeting provided an enormous 

benefit for the youth with a great energy present at the meeting. 

v. TOTS and JOY each average 2-3 events per month. 

vi. OCF is beginning meetings again at Lehigh University. 

vii. Youth ministry that is in need of most support is the Oratorical Festival it is difficult to find many 

participants. 

viii. Project Mexico team is requesting to pass a second tray on March 8th. 

3. ROLL CALL & ACTIONS ON EXCUSES FOR ABSENCE 

Absent: Father Nicholas Palis, George Mouhlas, William Argeros, Ted Evangelou,  Valante Fliakos 

Present:  Father Alexandros Petrides, Stanley M. Vasiliadis, Manny Economedes, Nicholas Kapsalis, 

Athanasios Gentis, Kosta Hristofas, Manny Tatalias, Peter Dectis, John Zannakis, Joel Garcia, Dimitri 

Economou, George Lioudis. 

      4.   MEETING MINUTES 

Athanasios Gentis presented the Minutes for the December Council Meeting. Kosta Hristofas made a 

motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Peter Dectis.  The motion passed unanimously. 

5.  TREASURER’S REPORT   
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Kostas Hristofas reports that the total income for the time period between January 1, 2015 and January 

31, 2015 totaled:  $35,290.02. Additionally, Kosta Hristofas reported that the expenses for the same time 

period totaled:  $42,772.89.  Net Income totaled:  -$7,482.87. 

Stanley M. Vasiliades makes a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented. The motion was 

seconded by Manny Tatalias.  The motion passed unanimously. 

   6. CALENDAR 

- Manny Economedes distributed a church calendar from the months of January and February.  The goal 

is to review upcoming church events (services in particular) to ensure that there is adequate council 

presence at planned events especially during Great Lent.   

7.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Manny Economedes passed out a committee list and had each council members fill in which  

committees they would like to help serve on. 

a. Stewardship 

i. Manny Economedes reports that the new Stewardship database has been completed and that it will 

send a receipt and thank you to whoever made a pledge.  Manny also outlined some new changes that 

will take place regarding Stewardship 

ii. There will be a Stewardship committee meeting every Thursday at 7:00 pm.  

b. Building and Grounds 

i. Fire Alarm System 

1. Manny Economedes reports that Star Security will begin installing the new fire alarm system 

after the city of Bethlehem approves the permit to begin work. 

2. Manny Economedes discusses the Fire Alarm System contract and how long the contract term 

should be.  

ii. Manny Economedes reports that a copier company has visited and is the process of putting a bid 

together.  Two other companies are scheduled to visit.   

iii.Computer 

1. Manny Economedes reports that East Penn Business will be installing the new church Wi-Fi 

system throughout the church.  They will holding a meeting next week to discuss final plans about 

how to adequately setup the system and properly secure it. 

2. Father Alexandros Petrides reports that the smart boards have 4 fully functioning units and that 

installations of those units will begin shortly.   

c. Festival meeting date set for Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

- Centennial - Father Nicholas Palis reported that there has been no word yet from the Archdiocese 

on whether or not the dates selected for the centennial are available to Archbishop Demetrios. 

- Three Heirarchs Celebration- Manny Economedes reports that a number of council members 

were present at the event and that the event was well attended and organized.  

AED Training- Father Alexandros Petrides will schedule training but not certification of use of the 

AED machine after Great Lent 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Loss Prevention Report 

i.Some inspection work on the boiler has been completed and a few alterations will need to take place to 

ensure the boiler is fully compliant. 
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b. Manny Economedes presented the new grounds maintenance agreement with HSA 

c. Building Insurance 

i.Manny Economedes reports that a small amount of money was collected from minor insignificant 

changes made to the Insurance. 

d. Choir Request 

i.The Choir has requested that council supports the Middle-Eastern Federation of Greek Orthodox 

Church Musicians.  Council agreed to provide a $100 donation.  

e. Dome  

i. Athanasios Gentis reports that a recent visual inspection of the dome has shown some advanced 

deterioration that should be looked into.  Manny Economedes suggests putting together an RFP to have 

engineers further examine and report on the condition of the current dome, meanwhile examining how 

funds from the trust can be properly allocated to fund this project. 

f. Trust 

i. Manny Economedes reports that the trust will be due for renewal in 2016.  

g. George Lioudis has been approached by the AHEPA about having their own bulletin board to 

advertise their events.  Council determined that there is not sufficient board space in the church to allow 

for a non-church organization to have a space, however they are free to post flyers throughout the 

church hall.  In the meantime there will be research done to have a rolling advertisement for non-church 

organizations on a TV. 

h. Stanley M. Vasiliades reported that the Academy did an exceptional job with the Open House. 

i. Peter Dectis made a motion to pass a second tray on March 22th to fund the youth going to project 

Mexico the motion was seconded by John Zannakis and passed unanimously. 

j. Kosta Hristofas brings up the Greek Independence day celebration and the role that the council 

will play in helping with the event, and would like for them to be reminded that they will be 

responsible for providing cleaning services. 

k. Manny Tatalias informs council that the Allentown AHEPA will be hosting a flag raising 

ceremony at Allentown City Hall on Saturday March 28.  

Motion to Adjourn by Peter Dectis seconded by George Lioudis.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Father Alexandros Petrides gave the closing prayer. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

Dean Secretary Parish Council President 

Rev. Nicholas Palis  Tom Gentis Emmanuel Economedes 
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April 2015 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESD

AY 
THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 
 

5:45 PM  
Presanctified  Liturgy 

 

2  
 
6:00PM 
 PM Great Compline 

3 8:00 AM  
Presanctified  Liturgy 

 

4 8 AM Orthros/ 
Liturgy (St. Lazarus)    
11 AM Sun. School 
Confessions-Palm 
Cross Making 
7 PM Great Vespers         

5 Palm 
Sunday  
7:45 AM Orthros 
9:05 AM Div. Liturgy 
10:30 AM Sun. School 
11:00 AM Fish Dinner 
7:00 PM Bridegroom 

6 8 AM Presanctified  
 
 
7:00 PM Bridegroom 

 

7 8 AM Presanctified  
 
 
7:00 PM Bridegroom 

8 8 AM Presanctified  
 
4 PM Unction 
 
7 PM Orthros of the 
Mystical Supper 

9 8:30 AM St. Basil’s 

Liturgy 

10 AM Egg dying 

 

7 PM Passion Service 

 

10 8 :30 AM Royal 

Hours 

12:30 Youth Retreat 

3 PM Apokathelosis 

7 PM Lamentations 

11 8:30 AM St. Basil’s 

Liturgy 

11 PM Canon 

12 AM Resurrection & 

Paschal Liturgy  

3 AM Pascha  Meal 

12 
Pascha 
 
12:30 PM Agape 

Vespers 

 

13 

7:00 PM Sts. Nicholas, 

Raphael & Irene 

Vespers at Chapel of 

Fr. Kossis  

 

14 9:00 AM Orthros 

& Liturgy for Sts. 

Nicholas, Raphael & 

Irene at Chapel of Fr. 

Kossis 

7PM Parish Council 

15 16 
 
7 PM Vespers  

 

17 8 ΑM 
Orthros/Liturgy 
(Lifegiving Spring 

18 
12 PM GOYA VS SOYO 

Soccer Game 

 
7 PM Great Vespers         

19 Thomas Sunday 
7:15 AM Orthros 
8:30 AM D. Liturgy 
9:45 AM Sun. School 
10:15 AM D. Liturgy 
5:30 PM JOY Synaxis 

 

20 
 
 
4:30 PM Greek School 

 

21 
 

6 PM OCF 661 

Taylor St.  

22 
 
7 PM Vespers  

 

23 8 ΑM 
Orthros/Liturgy 
(St. George the 
Trophybearer) 
 

6 PM Paraclesis 

 

24 
 

7 PM GOYA 

Basketball Practice 

25 

3 PM Philoptochos 

 
7 PM Great Vespers         

26 Myrrh Bearers 
7:15 AM Orthros 
8:30 AM D. Liturgy 
9:45 AM Sun. School 
10:15 AM D. Liturgy 

 

27   
 
4:30 PM Greek School 
 
7 PM Bible Study 
 

 

28 29 30 
 

6 PM Paraclesis 
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DISCUSSION OF THREE CRUCIFIED PEOPLE 
 

For the two of them the crucifixion was their 

punishment, because they were thieves.  Robbery!  

The last step in the downfall of sin and of crime.  

The violent taking a way of the other’s goods, most 

of the time killing them as well.  The person who 

has departed from God becomes worst of all beasts.  

He sees his fellow man, his compatriot, as a prey.  

And he kills him in 

order to denude 

him.  The shame of 

humanity.  It 

existed from ancient 

times.  It exists in 

our day also.  In our 

day, in our country, 

robberies often 

occur, many of 

these with murder.  

And zoologists say 

that only two 

animals kill an 

animal of their own 

kind: man and the 

termite.  Aside from 

robbing people 

there are also 

robberies of nations. 

What else was the 

conquering and 

pillaging of 

Constantinople by 

the Turks but a 

mass robbery? 

 So for this 

reason both 

criminals were led 

to the crucifixion.  

Crucifixion!  An 

exceptionally 

torturous death.  It 

is really very torturous for the following reason: 

the person who is hanging from two nailed hands, 

not only hurts very much, but he is not able to 

breathe and is in danger of dying from 

asphyxiation.  So in order to free his chest a bit to 

be able to take a breath, he tries to support himself 

on his feet, which nevertheless are nailed, passed 
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through with nails and the effort to support himself 

on these causes dreadful pain.  So when one looks 

at a crucified person, he sees him lifting himself up 

and falling again constantly groaning. A little 

upwards, in order to take a breath, downwards 

then because the effort to support himself on his 

nailed feet hurts dreadfully.  When the torture had 

lasted quite a few hours, the executioners would 

decide to break the bones of the convict, to break in 

other words with a hammer the bones under his 

extremities, so that he would not be able to support 

himself on these and he would die from 

asphyxiation.  Naturally this was superfluous, if 

the convict had already died.  

 And among them, the two thieves see a 

third person crucified.  Who is he?  They've heard 

many things about him, about his life and teaching 

and about his miracles.  He had not harmed 

anyone.  Why was he led to the cross?  He was led 

by those who feared that he would take their 

authority.  This fear of theirs was constantly 

growing the more they heard about other miracles 

of his, until even the resurrection of the dead.  The 

best proof for whoever doubts that the miracles of 

the Lord are real and  true, is the persistent 

demand “Let him be crucified!” for a person who 

had not harmed anyone and had benefactored 

many.  The leaders of Israel felt the ground leaving 

from under their feet. 

 In the beginning both thieves had the same 

question: he who did miracles for others, how does 

he not do one also for his own self.  The one thief, 

let's say the first one, remained only at this 

question.  The second one however also had 

another question, but rather a frustration: how can 

such a righteous and benefactoring person be 

handled in such a way.  The second thief felt the 

fragrance of holiness next to him.  Something was 

telling him that when this person would leave life 

he would end up in another world, in another life 

“wherein Righteousness dwells”.  And he was not 

able to avoid the comparison with his own self. 

 And both thieves spoke.  The first one said 

words related to the things the Pharisees were 

saying: “if you are the son of God, save yourself 

and us”.  He was concerned only about his 

personal fate. 

 The other thief did not speak about his 

personal problem, he was more concerned with the 

meaning of Righteousness.  He recognized the 

crucifixion as a just punishment for his crimes.  But 

he did not completely despair.  And even after the 

admission of his guilt, he asked the Lord to 

remember him, when he would come in that 

kingdom, which the thief saw as a just reward for 

sacrifice.  The repentance, the self censuring, the 

confession of guilt, the humble supplication for 

forgiveness was complete. 

 And the answer was much more generous 

than what he expected.  He expected to hear “I will 

keep you in mind and probably forgive you”.  And 

he heard “I assure you that today, yes today you 

will be with me in Paradise”. 

 I wonder my beloved readers, were we 

sinners benefited in something from this episode of 

the two thieves?  Of course we were benefited, 

because with courage we can chant the 

Exaposteilarion of Holy Friday: ““The Wise Thief 

didst Thou make worthy of Paradise, in a single 

moment, O Lord. By the wood of Thy Cross 

illumine me as well, and save me.”  

 Have a good Resurrection!    

Th. Ketseas 
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The Sacrifice of Christ 
By His Eminence the Metropolitan of Acheloou Sir Euthymios 

 

The sacrifice of Christ had a delivering character.  In the New Testament it is repeatedly stressed that 

the sacrifice of Christ resulted in the “deliverance” and the “expiation” of people.  And more especially, that 

Christ offered His blood as a ransom.   

 The Lord himself said:  “the son of man came to serve and to give his soul as a ransom for many” 

(Mt.20:28).  And the Apostle Peter writes in his first Epistle: “Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, 

as silver and gold” (= with silver or gold coins which are usually given as ransoms), “but with the precious 

blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1:18-19). 

These Biblical terms clearly refer to the delivering character of salvation in Christ. What, however, is 

the precise meaning of these terms and how has Orthodox soteriology interpreted the corresponding biblical 

passages? 

Who was the receiver of the ransom 

The first question, which was already posed from the time of Origen (2nd-3rd century) is: “to whom was 

the blood of Christ given as a ransom”, for the liberation of men. To this question two answers are possible: 

either that the ransom of the blood of Christ was given to God the Father or that it was given to the devil. So 

right from the beginning, a serious dilemma is created, which Gregory the Theologian presents very 

descriptively: “To whom was (Christ’s) blood given for our sake and for whom (= for whose sake) was the great and 

eminent (blood) of God and high priest and victim poured. For we, on the one hand, were captive by the devil…while 

the ransom occurs not for another rather than for him who holds captive (= is given to him who holds captives), I seek to 

whom this was brought in and for what cause”. 

The same Saint Gregory excludes both the version that the blood of Christ was given as a ransom to 

the devil as well as the version that it was given to God the Father: 

“If, on the one hand, to the wicked one (devil), o woe, the outrage. Except from God alone (= this viewpoint 

comprises an outrage, because it presents God giving on his own, a ransom to the devil), but also the thief receives God 

himself as a ransom,”, (= and because in this case, the devil seems to take God himself, Christ, in other words, 

as a ransom). 

“While if to the father first, on the one hand, how? (because) we were not held by him, while on the other hand, 

secondly, what is the reason, for the blood of the only begotten one to delight the father?”! 

So Orthodox soteriology accepts that the ransom of the blood of Christ was not given to God the 

Father, nor even more so, to the devil 

The ransom of the blood of Christ was not given to God the Father, first, because it was not God who 

held humans captive, but the devil, and second, because it is impossible for us to even think, that the blood 

of the Son of God would delight and satisfy God the Father, as Gregory the Theologian excellently expressed 

it. 

Furthermore, the blood of Christ was not given as a ransom to the devil either, because first, in this 

case, Christ (God), on the one hand, would be presented as considering the devil the lawful controller of 

men and, on the other hand, putting forth ransoms to him, in this manner He would be validating the illegal 

authority of the devil.  
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Christ didn’t give His blood to the devil, as a ransom, because he was not the natural and lawful 

controller of humans. God had the natural and lawful authority over humans. The devil simply took 

advantage of “the gap in authority” which was created with the fall of the First created humans and their 

departure from God. The devil, consequently, grabbed and usurped the authority over humans and 

creation, as a thief and as a robber (see the related characterizing of the devil, as a robber by Christ himself, 

John 10:1). 

Second, because the devil, as a thief and usurper of authority had to be dealt with in a dynamic 

manner, humbling for him [i.e. the devil], precisely as it happened.  Christ, not only didn’t give any ransom 

to the devil, but also He handled him as was his due: He captured and imprisoned him, as we will see in the 

3rd Part. 

Consequently the definitions and meanings “ransom”, “deliverance” and “expiation” have a 

symbolical meaning and are used in order to reveal the soteriological fact, that Christ, with personal action 

and self sacrifice, neutralized the devil and his unlawful authority (dominion) and in this manner He 

liberated and delivered the human race from his tyrannical domination. 

Saint Gregory the Theologian suggests also a middle version: Christ offered His Own Self to God the 

Father and God accepted Christ’s sacrifice not because he had need of some expiation, but because this was 

necessary for the sanctification of men. 

The delivering character of Christ’s sacrifice  
From the various sacrifices of the ancient Jews, that which had a delivering and liberating meaning 

was the sacrifice of the paschal lamb. God himself had established this sacrifice, for the newer generations to 

remember the wondrous deliverance and liberation of their fathers from the slavery of Egypt (Deut. 16:2-3). 

Christ in biblical terminology, not only is called “lamb” (Jn. 1:29:36), but also to His sacrifice is 

rendered the delivering and liberating meaning of the sacrifice of the traditional paschal lamb. Christ is 

characterized as being the “new pascha” (1 Cor. 5:7). 

The Lord Himself first identified the sacrifice of the paschal lamb with His personal sacrifice in the 

“Mystical Supper”, during which, He not only performed the last PASCHA of  

His life, but He also established the mystery of the divine Eucharist, to which He Himself gave the 

delivering meaning of the sacrifice of the paschal lamb. In the texts of the New Testament, there is repeated 

reference to the paschal and delivering character of the divine Eucharist and, more especially of the Body 

and of the Blood of Christ. 

The Lord Himself relating His Body with the paschal lamb (“Take eat this is my body”) and His 

Blood, with the Cup of the eucharist of the paschal sacrifice (“Drink of this ye all, this is my blood”), clearly 

gave the paschal and eucharistic character of His sacrifice, which would be celebrated the next day.     

Consequently the delivering meaning of Christ’s sacrifice lies precisely in fact, that with this, Christ 

liberated, not only a certain people, but the whole human race, from the tyranny of the devil and more 

generally, from the condition of estrangement and enslavement of the post fall age (1 Peter 1:18-19). 

The more general delivering consequences of Christ’s sacrifice: the sacrifice of Christ had other 

delivering and liberating consequences as well for man and the human race, more generally. 

Christ, with His crucifictory sacrifice delivered humanity from the pain, sadness, delusion and 

ignorance of God.  Human nature, from the tendency and fluidity, the dishonor and denuding, from sin, 

corruption and death. 

 

From the book Christ, Everything, Tenos Publ. 

(Translated from Peiraike Ecclesia April 2014 vol. 258, pp 4-5).  
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PARISH NEWS  /  UPCOMING EVENTS 
SENIOR CITIZENS: ATTENTION: we will meet again in May 11 , 2015.. Senior Citizens meetings are on the 

second  Monday of each Month 12:00  pm in  Cambanes Ηall.  Everyone one is welcome ages 50 and 

over.  

FROM THE ICONOGRAPHY COMMITTEE: It's not too late! Please contact Fr. Palis or Steve Kandianis if you 

are interested in sponsoring one of the following icons soon to be placed in the Narthex: St. Porphyrios 

of Kavsokalyvia, St. George Karslides, St. Nicholas Planas, St. Panagis Basias, St. Moses the Ethiopean..  

SOCIAL MATTERS AND  SACRAMENTS 

WEDDINGS 

BIRTHS 

ONGRATULATIONS to Demetri and Christina Staurinos for the birth of their daughter Ourania Anastasia. 

Best wishes to the families Staurinos and Kazakia. Na sas Zisi.   

BAPTISMS 

DEPARTURES 

OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES to the family of Tommy Kondoleon who reposed in the Lord recently. May 

God rest his soul and grant comfort to his family. May his Memory be eternal. 

OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES to the family of Charles Zervos who reposed reposed in the Lord recently. 

May God rest his soul and grant comfort to his family. May his memory be eternal. 

OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES to the family of Maria Chiadis who reposed in the Lord. May her memory 

be eternal. 

OUR CONDOLENCES to the family of Dr. Constantine Stroumbakis and family for the repose in the 

Lord of his wife Maria, yesterday. May her memory be eternal 

For The Youth. 

PAN HELLENIC SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION- HELLENIC BIRTHRIGHT never been to Greece? Hellenic 

birthright is your life changing opportunity.  The program is a journey that will take place during 

June19-July-19, and the Foundation will cover all costs less airfare and incidentals for 20 students. 

Application Now Available at www.panhellenicscholarships.org Application deadline: Friday, March 

27, 2015.                                                                                                                                                                  

2015 GRADUATING SENIORS OF FREEDOM AND LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOLS: are invited to be considered for the 

Bethlehem Daughters of Penelope "Good Citizenship Award."  Submit your name and a list of your 

activities and other contributions of good citizenship to Mary Moukoulis (via Church Office) before 

May 1st. Applicants must be children of Greek descendants, graduating F.H.S. or L.H.S. in June 2015.                         

OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR HIGH SCHOOL AND UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS: Homer Chapter 

#65, Order of AHEPA, of Bethlehem, Order of AHEPA Lehigh Chapter # 60 Allentown, PA, Daughters of 

Penelope Scholarship, Pan-Karabunian Society, Theodoridis Scholarship. Applications, rules and 

information at the Church Office, or at  http://www.stnicholas.org                                                                                                                    

THE PARISH EDUCATION COMMITTEE IS NOTIFYING that the Board of the Trust Fund is giving scholarships 

to high school graduates of the parish with a required condition that the amount must be matched by 

donor/or donors 

http://www.panhellenicscholarships.org/
http://www.stnicholas.org/
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